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Stewardship Spotlight 
BEYOND COVID 
 God is Good.  All the time!  We are blessed that so many of our 
parishioners have been vaccinated and are well.  We’ve made it through 
shut downs, zoom meetings and classes, resumption of Masses,  renewal 
of singing, all pews being available for seating, resumption of the obliga-
tion for Sunday Mass, and full use of the church for all liturgies.  Other 
parish activities and groups were affected by restrictions put in place in 
2020, but signs of normal parish life continue to emerge: 

 The return of  the parish picnic in September as a block party on the 
rectory drive 

 The return of limited-size choirs for Masses 

 The Sunday 8am Mass as a quiet or simple Mass 

 St. John on the Hill Seniors resuming bimonthly meetings 

 The continuation of live streaming for home-bound parishioners 

 PREP students returning to the classrooms.  
As a Parish, we continue to pray for our loved ones and those in our com-
munity impacted by the virus, and look forward to better days ahead.   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Holy Saviour Council 13710 continues to shine brightly for our 
parish  community.  They were recognized by the state, earning the Star 
Council Award and the prestigious Columbian Aware for their service to 
others and devotion to Our Lord.   
 In the past year, the Knights teamed up with a local pizza shop to 
deliver 21 pizzas to the staff at Fair Acres Geriatric Center in Lima, 
providing a morale-boosting dinner to the dedicated staff who care for 
the elderly.  They jumped in to move furniture, assemble desks, and set 
up equipment to allow PREP to start in-person classes in Fall 2020.  A 
Rosary Rally to pray for our country in October 2020 was sponsored by 
the Knights.  As needed, a team of Knights tackled yard work for neigh-
bors in need.  The men of Don Guanella  enjoyed a trip to the Wilmington 
Blue Rocks ball game compliments of Council 13710.  In the summer, 
they assembled a gazebo on the grounds of  Assisi House, providing a 
shaded area for the Sisters of St. Joseph to enjoy the outdoors.  Perhaps 
the largest service project was the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. Over 
30 families were provided with food for a week, and received another 
basket at Christmas.  The drive is successful because of the support of our 

parishioners.  
 Many people have been blessed 
by the efforts of our Knights. We are 
thankful for their continued contribu-
tions to our faith community! Council 
13710 welcomes men of the parish to 
join them. If you are interested, please 
contact Grand Knight Harry Stefchak, 
610-485-2020.     

Top photo:  The Parish 

provided hand sanitizer 

as part of the Covid pre-

vention plan.  

Photo below: Two Con-

firmation candidates 

‘mask up’ before’ the 

Mass begins. 



CARE OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS 

  

Immaculate Conception of Lourdes Church in Marcus Hook continues 
as a worship site for weddings and funerals. Families love to return to 
their home of faith, and reunions around sacred liturgies bring back 
memories and hopes for the future. 
As part of the Parish, we continue to care for the church building to safe-
guard its heritage and future. Recent upkeep of Immaculate Conception 
includes: 
 Replastering of the vestibule and stairwell to the choir loft, including 

a fresh coat of paint; 
 Resurfacing the sandstone entrance pillars at the front doors of 

church; 
 Repairs to the eves of the church roof; 
 Repairs of the roof, edging, downspouts and trim; and  
 Sanding and painting the stained glass window frames on the exteri-

or of the church.   
Regular cleaning, pest management, and maintenance of  the heating 
and air conditioning keep the church ready for use, and is a sign for all 
of the devotion of our Catholic community in Marcus Hook. 

We are pleased to seen an increasing number of weddings scheduled at 
St. John Fisher during the past year. One contributing factor may be the 
renovations that have taken place in our church building.  A family’s the 
connections to the past, on display in the  marble altar and stained glass 
windows from Holy Saviour, help a new generation celebrate with sur-
roundings familiar to them, their parents, and grandparents.   

Weddings are also being celebrated at Immacu-
late Conception of Lourdes Church in Marcus 
Hook.  The smaller, more intimate setting is a 
beautiful place for couples who value the legacy 
of their faith and family to make their vows and 
begin life together. 

The Sacrament of Marriage is a healthy sign for 
the future.  This commitment is a touchstone of 
stability for couples and for the children they 
may have.  A couple who consecrates their vows 
before the Lord and the community draws all 
toward the source of love itself - the Holy Trini-
ty.    

The 2020 First Eucharist Mass was delayed by a 
few months, but On October 17,  27 students re-
ceived the Eucharist.  We were celebrating again 
on May 8, 2021, as 22 more children received 
the Precious Body of Christ.   

The Most Reverend Michael J. Fitzgerald was 
at St. John Fisher on March 18 of this year to administer the Sacrament 
of Confirmation to 26 students who had been preparing for two years.   

We celebrated the Resurrection of our Lord with great joy, finally being 
able to be together for the first time in the renovated Church for Holy 
Week and Easter. We welcomed two new members into the Church on 
Holy Saturday: John George, Jr. and Sharon Pauly.     

Angela and Brett Kazinski,  
December 2019 

Monica and Matthew Pursh 
August 2020 

Alexis and Ryan Murtagh 
December 2019 

Sharon Pauly, Father McDermott 

and John George, Jr.  



ORGAN RECITAL OF MUSIC THROUGH THE AGES 
 Seminarian Allen Blehl and parishioner Christian Oakes 
combined for an enchanting evening for our parish family.  Allen 
had a summer internship at St. John Fisher Parish this year.  His 
pastoral assignment had its focus on service and learning at the par-
ish. His days included many activities: leading a Bible Study, making 
Communion Calls, assisting with Liturgies, and organizing a pil-
grimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa. 
 Allen has a unique background as he worked before entering 
the seminary, as an aide to a New Jersey State Senator and with 
churches as an organist. His study of the organ began at a young age, 
and his musical talents are a passion and reflection of his spiritual 
harmony and creativity. Although his focus this summer was prepar-
ing for priestly service, his unique gifts needed to be brought to the 
fore and shared with our parish community. 
 Allen teamed up with Chris Oakes, a talented parishioner 
with a passion for music. The pair treated everyone to a concert of 
organ compositions, accompanied by Chris with both the trumpet 
and vocals. Throughout the evening Allen introduced the various 
pieces, explaining the history and musical intricacies used by each 
composer, and how music for the organ evolved over the centuries.   
 Our thanks to Allen and Chris for a delightful evening! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  3 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP 
 The Religious Education team was happy to welcome 40 chil-
dren to Vacation Bible Camp this summer, after canceling the pro-
gram last year due to the pandemic.  Adjustments were made for safe-
ty:  some activities were held outdoors, chairs inside were spaced out, 
the event was held using only the Parish Center building, and children 
were temperature-checked each morning before joining the rest of the 
group.   
 The terrific team of adult and teen volunteers kept things run-
ning smoothly and Director of Religious Education Kathy Aaronson 
made a great ‘conductor’ for the Rocky Railway activities and songs.   
 Many thanks to our volunteers, including those who set up the 
outdoor spaces and entertained at the family dinner,  and to everyone 
who donated water and snacks. We’re looking forward to more fun 
next year! 



HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL 

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 
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 Daniel Mylnarski, a high school parishioner, choose St. John 
Fisher Parish as the beneficiary of his Eagle Scout service project.   
 His plan was to remodel the walkways to the Shrine of the 

Blessed Mother between Church and Parish Center.  With the work 

was finished,  new paths with crushed stone bordered by Belgian 

blocks lead to the statue. Paving stones were incorporated into the 

design to create a rosary chaplet. A new bench was situated on con-

crete as a peaceful refuge for prayer and quiet. New plants were add-

ed along the Parish Center to compliment the church landscaping.   

 Danny provided the leadership and vision, with help from his 

leaders and other Scouts to plan, prepare, and do the work. The Holy 

Saviour Knights of Columbus Council helped with money for materi-

als.  Congratulations and our best wishes to Danny in his progress 

toward Eagle Scout.  May others be inspired to “Soar High and 

Spread Your Wings” in service.  

Jeff, Laura, and Danny 

Mlynarski with Father 

McDermott 

 The achievements of our Catholic schools through the generations 

bring us pride, but the vocation of our Catholic school teachers right now 

has been a bright spot  in a difficult time.  As with medical staffs, first re-

sponders, grocery store workers and transportation providers, our Catho-

lic school teachers at Holy Family Regional Catholic School in Aston work 

hard and conscientiously to provide a safe environment for students and 

faculty while providing the best possible solutions for learning.   

 Holy Family School looks forward to the 2021-22 school year with 

anticipation for greater involvement of parent volunteers, as well as nu-

merous activities that speak of the talents and interests of our students.  

Religion is not just an academic subject -  our Catholic Faith infuses all 

areas and purpose of the school.  “The soul of education is the education of 

the soul” is in action every day.  

 Holy Family Regional School is the parish school for St. John Fish-

er. Our parish “Tuition Angel” fund assists families who need our help to 

educate their children in the faith.  Visit holyfamily.org or their facebook 

page to find out more about how you can support Catholic education.   

Holy Family students and par-

ents showed their school pride 

while marching in the Aston 

Community Day Parade. 



OPERATING BUDGET   JULY !, 2020—June 30, 2021 
 
 
Revenues ($) 
Sunday Collections       628,744  
Other Collections1       156,211 
Stole Fees          18,093 
Socials and Donations         28,344 
PREP           10,110 
Interest, Dividends and Rentals                6,623 
Other                    0 
Total Income                 $ 848,125  
 
Expenses ($) 
Diocesan Assessment2                  105,300 
Salaries of Clergy and Religious        54,447 
Salaries of Lay Employees      201,332 
Payroll Taxes and Benefits,        61,912 
IRS Tax Expense and FICA 
Property Insurance and Real Estate  Taxes       34,217 
Pastoral Administration         34,112 
Professional Fees/ Contracted Services       15,898 
Outside Printing and Publications        31,756 
Office Supplies and Equipment          7,592 
Liturgical / Altar Supplies         10,909 
PREP             7,902 
Rectory Expense          10,101 
Maintenance Church       110,246 
Maintenance Rectory                10,000 
Maintenance Convent                      68 
Utilities of Buildings         45,115       
Subsidy Payment to School        51,200 
 
 
Total Expenses                 $ 802,117 
Net Cash Balance ($)    $   46,008 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL ASSETS (as of June 30, 2021) 
 
Checking Accounts:            455,784 
Savings Accounts:      270,336 
Other Assets:         14,787 
Total Assets    $ 740,907 
 
Parish Debt with Archdiocese:          (0.00) 
Other Current Liabilities:      (28,437) 
Total Liabilities:       $(28,437) 
 
Net Balance:               $ 712,470 

PARISH FINANCIALS FOR 2020-21 
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Fiscal year 2020-2021 was a difficult one for many reasons.  

However, your steadfast and generous financial support, de-

spite the temporary suspension of Mass, has been a bright spot 

and a blessing.  Thank you for your continued support of our 

parish!      - Father Robert McDermott  

Seminarians Philip Cheung 

and James Joseph spent the 

Fall and Spring semesters at 

St. John Fisher for their 

Thursday apostolate.   

PREP 2020 began with  

in-person and Zoom  

classes.  



RECOGNITION PLAQUE IN CHURCH 

 Careful proofreading of hundreds of names has been 

completed, and the Recognition Plaque combining the  donors to 

the St. John Fisher renovation, the original St. John Fisher build-

ing, and Holy Saviour Church, is in the final stages of manufac-

turing.  

 The plaque will be installed in the rear of the Church 

Hall, to the left side of the exit doors.  This final project will com-

plete the renovation of the Church.  It s a fitting honor to all of 

the faithful and dedicated forebearers of St. John Fisher, Holy 

Saviour,  and Immaculate Conception, who by their example led 

us to become the faith community we are today.  

Annual  

Block Collection 

Weekend 

October 23-24 

2021 

Our parish celebrations of the Sacra-

ments of First Eucharist (left), and 

Confirmation (above), and the altar 

at Easter.  

Show your parish pride! 

Car magnets (above) are  

available in the Parish   

Office for  $5. 


