
U p g r a d e s  t o  B u i l d i n g s  &  G r o u n d s

Annual Report 

Our parish is alive with the Spirit. This year we were designated a 

Foundational Parish by the Diocesan Office of Stewardship. Those who visit 

comment on their experience of full participation in the liturgy, warm hospitality 

and the beauty of the church.  We are blessed with a strong faith community.  So 

many people give generously of their gifts by recognizing God’s generosity in their 

lives. This report has the Income/Expense FY 2017/2018 statement as well as 

facility repairs, outdoor projects, ministry highlights, etc.   

As we look to the future, the Stewardship Committee will continue leading us 

toward the designation of “Stewardship Parish” in accordance with our mission 

above. The Our Lady of the Black Hills team thanks all of you for assisting us in building with the 

Father’s mercy.  ~Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 

Ongoing Projects & Needs: 

 Playground; the existing structure does not meet insurance standards and must be replaced.

 Boiler; the boiler is over fifty years old. It will be replaced prior to winter 2018.

 Office and Narthex A/C; the A/C unit for the parish offices and Narthex is over 35 years old, during

it’s replacement landscaping and building façade work will also be completed.

 Brick Work; the brick fascia on the front of the church is ‘falling away’ and will be reattached.

 Rectory; updates to the rectory as well as finishing the basement will add usable space to the

parish.

 Diocesan Capital Campaign; the capital campaign will aid us in raising funds for building projects.

July 1, 2017  -  June 30, 2018 

Pastoral Team:  Deacon couples Walt & Judy Wilson (retired), John & Joni Osnes, 

and Greg & Nancy Sass.  

Staff:  Rhonda Gehlsen, Lorinda Collings, Joni Osnes, Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek,  

Todd Philippe, Erik Haakedahl, and Katie Harwood 

Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to trans-

form lives with the Father’s mercy. 

1. Installed the Lift. The lift is a

connection between the upper level of

the church and the lower level.

2. TV in the Narthex. The TV in the

Narthex was provided by a grant from

the Western South Dakota Catholic

Foundation. 

3. Cleaned and repaired the Travertine

tile in the Narthex.

4. Sealed the parking lot.

5. Upgraded and added additional

lighting in the parking lot. 

6. Replaced the A/C in the Church and

the furnaces for the basement

classrooms. This included addressing the

landscaping needs surrounding the new

units.



Λ     ♪    ♫    L i † u r g y    ♪    ♫     Ω   

Our parish is blessed with devoted talented musicians who continue to enliven our worship and a 
multitude of dedicated ministers who help prepare for & serve at Mass and special Liturgies year 
round.  In a special way, we are blessed by those leading the music ministry each weekend: 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek, Regena Thrall, Brenda Czmowski, and Jane Abernathy. 

      
In September, the Parish celebrated its Feast day, culminating with our Saturday evening 5 PM 
mass with many of our music ministers joining in. During October, we were graced to be led in the 
Rosary before weekend masses by the Knights. On Oct. 7th, our Director of Liturgy and Music, 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek, gave a presentation at the local National Pastoral Musician’s Chapter (NPM) 
entitled “Conducting from the Keyboard.”  Our Contemporary group from OLBH, directed by 
Lorraine, also played for the Diocesan Youth Rally at Holy Cross Chapel. During the priests’ retreat 
masses at Terra Sancta, some of our music ministers also provided music at daily mass.  

 
In October, the music ministers lost one of their beloved ministers, Bill Honerkamp, who was well 
known for his guitar playing at the Saturday evening mass for years.  On Oct. 30th, a full choir of 
those music ministers celebrated and raised their prayer in song at Bill’s funeral mass. 

     
During the Advent season, the children prepared for the Christmas program, presented with 

Songs and Readings on Dec. 17th. This year, a new addition was a small bell choir.  Then, on Dec. 
20th, Readers and Music Ministers offered Taize Prayer in conjunction with our Communal 
Reconciliation Service.  Of course, our Christmas Liturgies are enhanced each year by special music 
prepared for each of the three masses. 

  
In March, ministers helped once again with the Lenten Communal Penance Service with special 
music and prayer.  The Second graders led us in the Stations of the Cross with a small group of 
children leading sung responses as well.  OLBH music ministers helped with the liturgies at the 
National Pastoral Musicians meeting again this month. 

     
Throughout the year, faithful liturgical ministers prepare for 
our liturgies.  The Triduum was especially enhanced by 
combined choirs and extra musicians, Eucharistic ministers, 
lectors, and greeters.  In May, we again prayed the rosary 
before masses and celebrated with a May Crowning.  In 
June, during the Duc in Altum camp for kids, the young 
people helped minister at daily masses as lectors and music 
ministers.  

 
Our music ministers and other ministers served at numerous 
Diocesan events including Pastoral Ministry days, Heart to 
Heart retreats, priest retreats, Catholic school masses, and 
Taizé prayer monthly at Terra Sancta to name a few.  Other 
preparation and celebration of the Sacraments, Holy Day 
masses, Communal Penance services and prayer 
experiences at OLBH was ongoing for our liturgical 
ministers. Throughout the year our Liturgy Committee and 
Worship Commission met to discuss, plan and prepare to 
serve the needs of our worshipping parish community. 

        
 



Our Lady of the Black Hills 

Statistics 2017-2018 

515  Families registered 

80    Formed.org Families  

12    Children baptized  

20    Children received First Eucharist 

18     Youth Confirmed 

1       Adult Baptized  // 12 Funerals 

4       Adults received into  

 Full Communion  

10     Couples prepared for marriage 

Faith Formation:   2017      2018   
   Catechists      41         33 

   Pre-K—5th grade    111         87  

   Middle School           29         32 

   High School           26         20 

   Adults            125       200 

 

†    R C I A    †  

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults team instructed five adults in the Catholic faith along with 

their sponsors each Sunday morning from September through the Easter season. Three of the 

adults also made their First Communion and one adult was baptized. The class utilized many differ-

ent learning materials including the ‘Journey of Faith’ series from Liguori Press. John Usera and 

Brad Blauvelt led the class through Church teachings and doctrine. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Children had three participants. Two of the participants were con-

firmed on Easter Vigil. The students were led through the Chosen program by David and Brianne 

Edwards.  



 

 

Faith Formation Coordinators: Rhonda Gehlsen, John and Joni Osnes 

Middle and High School Faith Formation Classes 

6th Grade - The 6th grade class had ten students and two catechists, one of which was Fr. Andrzej. 

‘Christ Our Life’ was the curriculum used covering the Old Testament.   

7th Grade (Confirmation Class) – The students walked 

through the ‘Chosen’ curriculum to prepare for the 

sacrament of Confirmation. They also attended a full day 

long retreat, completed a Saint Report and answered the 

Bishop’s required questions. Eighteen students received 

the Sacrament from Bishop Gruss on April 15, 2018 from 

Bishop Robert Gruss. 

8-12th Grade – The youth participated in YDisciple 

Groups, which are small faith sharing groups designed for 

high school aged youth. An additional group was formed to support the older students in growing 

their faith.  

Middle and High School Youth Events  

Vocation Visit - The Servants of the Pierced Heart of Jesus and Mary visited the Confirmation 

students as well enjoyed a pizza party with the YDisciple boys and girls. They shared their vocations 

stories, explained the habit, and prayed for and with our students. 

Diocesan Events - Totus Tuus girls and boys summer camp at Terra Sancta; Steubenville of the 

Rockies in Denver; and the Youth Rally for middle and highs school youth at Terra Sancta in 

October 2017.  

Adult Faith Formation:   
During Lent four groups of 8-10 members studied ‘Around the Lenten Circle’. The Sunday morning 

adult faith formation class of 20-25 members studied Lectio Eucharist and the Divine Mercy series 

through the Augustine Institute. They also looked at stewardship. The afternoon Adult faith formation 

classes consisted of  ‘Common Sense Parenting’ by Catholic Social Services and a Social Justice 

series presented   by the OLBH Social Justice Commission. 

One night Topics included “Characteristics of a Stewardship Parish” by Fr. Mark McCormick (25 

attendees), The Rite of Catholic Funerals by Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 

(30 attendees), a Catechist workshop (21 attendees), a praise and 

worship concert by Michelle Skoog (35 attendees) and Liturgical 

Ministry training (70 attendees). 

Reunions for parents and baptized infants were held with 10 families. 

Twenty-two families who had their child baptized and received follow 

up mailings. Six adults attended the VSI classes, 15 adults attended 

Refuel,  17 attended “The Summit” weekend and 16 adults attended 

Pastoral Ministry Days.  

F a i † h  F o r m a t i o n  



Elementary Classes:  We offer two paths of Pre-K – 5
th
 faith formation: the 

traditional classroom model and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  Both morning 

and afternoon sessions are available.   

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to our Catholic faith 

that combines scripture and liturgy in a Montessori environment. The 

children gather in an atrium that is filled with material that help aid the 

children in their relationship with Christ. We had  over 34 children 

enrolled in CGS this year and our atriums were bursting.  

Traditional Catechesis 

A lectionary-based catechesis is the foundation of this program. The 

basic curriculum is selected to integrate scripture, doctrine, prayers and practices of the Church. 

One classroom for grades 1-3 and one for grades 4-5 are available both morning and afternoon. 

Pre-school and kindergarten instruction is available both morning and afternoon as well. We uti-

lized the ‘Christ Our Life’ series from   Loyola Press.  

Duc in Altum 

Sixty-nine students entering grades 1-12 participated in morning and evening sessions based on 

their ages. They learned about vocations, the liturgy, and God’s love with a focus on the liturgy. 

instruction was carried out by four collegiate students along with a multitude of parish volunteers. 

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist 

Parents led their children in preparation for the sacraments utilizing a workbook and family guide. 

Our Lady of the Black Hills held two parent catechesis meetings and children met for catechesis 

on their own level. A reconciliation retreat and Eucharist retreat were held and parents and 

children were required to attend. The retreats consisted of worship, catechesis, information 

review, and prayer. Twenty students participated. 

 

F a i † h  F o r m a t i o n  



 

Library 
The library continues to serve the parish by providing 

books and audio-visual materials for children, youth and 

teens, and adults. 174 items checked out. Other items 

were used for quick reference and during adoration. 

Spoken word CD’s, feature films and non-fiction DVD’s 

continue to be popular. Librarian Mary Coffin selects and 

catalogs books; Bernie Gerving helps to process books in 

to the library, and Kathy Van Asma donates time for 

special projects. Since the library first kept records in 2008, 

2,534 items have been checked out. There are 3,276 

books and A/V materials currently in the library 

collection. 

P a r i s h  H a p p e n i n g s  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

The Our Lady of the Black Hills Society of St. Vincent de Paul fulfilled 71 requests of help from Friends in 

Need in the Black Hawk, Piedmont, Summerset area.  

The needs included: 

  

 

 

Conference expenses for travel, phone, checks, PO Box, and training totaled $1296.03.  

The Conference received a grant of $5000 from the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation. 

Fundraisers contributed $4500 to the Conference. All other monies used to aid Friends in Need were 

generously donated by the parishioners of Our Lady of the Black Hills.  

Housing $8949.05 Gas $100 

Utilities $4880.041 Car Expenses $1752.51 

Phone $438.74 Food $149.86 

Piedmont Valley Ministerial 
Association  

Food Pantry — 2017-2018 Activity:   
 

The Piedmont Valley Food Pantry 
received $2,286.00. Expenses were 
$1,487.18 for food and $1,934.00 for 
gas for a total of $3,421.18. The current 
balance of the food pantry is $4,469.55. 
They had 251 customers and gave out 
332 bags of food. At Christmas, 612 gifts 
and food boxes were given to 80 
families. 

In addition to supporting our parish, people donated $120,402 to other ministries.  This includes  

$84,719 pledged by 181 families to the Diocesan Annual Appeal, and $35,563 to special 

collections (below).  

Church in Latin America: $70 Peter’s Pence: $5270 Black & Indian Missions:  $85 

Church in E. Europe: $120 Holy Land: $540 Catholic Home Missions $120 

Solidarity Fund-Africa: $85 Catholic University: $56 Campaign for Human Dev. $225 

Santa Luisa School: $1,833 Retired Religious: $2,000 CSS Ash Wednesday $5898 

Catholic Relief Services: $2041 Mission Meals $1981 Catholic Charities: $1400 

Mission Sunday: $240 Priest Retirement: $3270 Adopt a Seminarian: $6000 

Diocesan Misc. Collection $4449     



BALANCE SHEET   EXPENSES:  

     

Checking & Savings 27,918.93  Salaries 111,764.17 

Receivables 0.00  Employee Benefits 29,584.27 

   Continuing Education 1,090.00 

Cont. Investments 1737.56  Volunteer Screening 40.00 

Contingency General Savings 10,084.84  Subtotal Salary/Benefits 142,438.44 

Contingency Education Fund 23,244.75    

American Century Gift Trust 0.00  Office Supplies 2803.24 

Building Maint. Savings 41,906.00  Computer Supplies 4,401.96 

   Postage 1,025.46 

Land 66,376.00  Office Expenses 5,127.85 

Land Improvements 42,514.46  Subtotal Office Expenses 13,358.51 

Buildings & Improvements 605,073.21    

Furniture & Equipment 196,882.14  Worship Aids 2,039.45 

   Liturgical Supplies 6,499.17 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,015,737.89  Choir Expenses 2,280.44 

   Special Events 4,692.18 

Loan Principal (new Rectory) 4,490.47  Service to Parishioners 2,168.19 

Amounts held for others 19,143.17  Subtotal Aid/Event Expenses 17,679.43 

Accounts Payable 0.00    

Fund Balance account 991,876.75  Household/Table Expenses 4,632.04 

   Travel Expenses 5,227.62 

   Subtotal Expenses 9,859.66 

TOTAL LIABILITIES &     

      FUND BALANCE 1,015,737.89  Utilities 23,456.12 

   Equipment & Building 51,822.73 

INCOME:   Assessments/Donations 49,493.65 

New Building Funds 0.00  Subtotal Parish Costs 124,772.50 

Collections 431,764.49    

Merchandise Donations 3,565.84  Grade School Religious Ed 5,920.20 

New Rectory 32,860.05  Atriums/Cat. Of the Good Shep. 10,345.63 

Subtotal Contributions  435,330.33  Middle/High School Ed. 3,666.42 

   Adult Education 10,016.99 

Parish Activities 16,233.63  Parish Education 1,117.11 

Fall Festival 4,165.00  Subtotal Rel. Ed Program 31,066.35 

Parish Income 25,786.61    

   Assistance/Gifts  4,316.84 

Reimbursements 0.00  Parish Activities 3,769..11 

Interest & Dividends 1,705.48  Fund Raising Costs 3993.04 

Misc./Facility Income 480.00  Interest on Loan 815.14 

Miscellaneous Income 2,185.48  Subtotal 12,894.13 

   TOTAL EXPENSES $352,069.02 

TOTAL INCOME $463,302.42  Principal Payments on Loan -31,521.20 

   Capital Improvements -62,123.28 

  Adjusted Net Difference $17,588.92 

FY Income/Expense:  July 1, 2017  -  June 30, 2018 

“Assessments/Donations” (right column) includes $800 per month of support for our Sister Parishes in 

Corson County and $37,078.65 paid to the Rapid City Catholic Schools because our parish had 38 students 

enrolled. The income of $463,302.42 does not include the contributions of OLBH parishioners to diocesan 

ministries or for other special collections which was an additional $120,402 in contributions (see page 1).    






