
Dear Friends and Disciples of Christ, 

I am grateful to God for each one of you. God is at work in you, and in our 
parish. I am grateful to God for the ways He is leading us both as a parish 
and as individuals. I want to say thank you, thank you, thank you for your 
generosity and your faithfulness. I am very touched by your good spirit and 
your faithful stewardship, especially in these adventurous times. Our parish 
did very well and continues to do well with the Diocesan Capital Campaign, 
“Living the Mission,” and with our ongoing parish financial and spiritual 
needs. The Parish goal for the "Living the Mission" is almost paid, which 
means that we should get back our 20% ($105,000.00). In even better news, 
we have exceeded our pledged amount for the campaign, which means 
that when paid the parish will receive back 60% of the amount paid over the 
goal. I encourage you to keep up with your "Living the Mission" pledge as 
it is truly a gift to our parish. Our finance and parish councils help to ensure 
your gifts are used wisely and that all measures to protect them are in place. 

To help with better oversight and control of your money, I strongly encourage you to consider online (automatic 
or one time) giving—a safer and easier way to give at olbh.org/donate, to the parish and other ministries and needs 
at the parish.  

This fiscal year our donations were a little bit over the projected budget. Thank you. With the help of 
our parish staff, we were able to save money on expenses and thus ensure financial stability. All extra income we 
receive we set aside for future building and major parish needs. Our Lady of the Black Hills will continue the work 
and to live the mission of our Church family. We continue to support the work of the parish, the work of our diocese 
and charitable work of the Church. Please, keep in mind the needs of the diocese, especially through the "Annual 
Diocesan Appeal". This year, our parish was more generous this year than a year prior. However, the Annual 
Diocesan appeal did not meet the expected income and the diocesan income is under budget.  

In this report you will find the income/expense report for the 2021-2022 statement, as well as facilities repairs 
and updates, faith formation information, and the happenings of the parish life. There is also a budget for the 2022-
2023 fiscal year. Please continue your support of our parish budget, sharing your talents and time, and we will do 
our best to use your gifts diligently. Thank you for your support. 

In Christ, 

Fr. Andrzej 

Annual Report 
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont 

July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022 

https://www.olbh.org/donate


C O M P L E T E D   U P G R A D E S   T O   B U I L D I N G S   &   G R O U N D S 

1. The sound system was replaced and a camera was added for 
livestreaming.
2. Many parishioners, especially Kathy Van Asma, worked to 
manage and maintain the landscaping in front of and on the 
North side of the church.
3. Replaced the water heater and water softener.
4. Completed the new parish directory. 

O N G O I N G   P A R I S H   N E E D S   &   P R O J E C T S 

1. Updating the furniture in the Narthex.
2. Replacing outdated IT equipment and upgrading the server.
3. Installing a sprinkler system for the front of the church.
4. Fixing the drywall on the stained-glass wall at the rear of the 
Church.
5. Building the parish savings account to save for a large-scale 
addition.
6. Parish Hall kitchen renovation and ventilation.
7. New Stations of the Cross. 

ONLINE GIVING  

Online Giving is helpful to our budget in projecting 
income, expedient bookkeeping, and secure transactions. 

Please consider donating online. Visit 
olbh.org/donations. There you can make one time 
or recurring donations designated as you wish. 

If you need assistance setting up online giving, please contact 
Katie in the office at 787-5168. 

Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Statistics 2021-2022 

By the numbers: 

516 Families Registered 

199 Formed.org Families 

[Formed is a FREE resource 
for all parishioners, visit 
olbh.formed.org]. 

19 Children were Baptized 

15 Children received First Eucharist 

9  Youth were Confirmed 

2  Adults were Baptized 

1 Adult was Confirmed 

2 Adults were received into Full 
Communion 

5 Couples prepared for Marriage 

23 Funerals 

Faith Formation: 

47 Catechists 

116 PreK-6th grade students 

8 Confirmation students 

25 8th-12th grade students 

150 Adults participated in one or 
more sessions of adult faith 
formation 

The preK-12th grade faith formation 
program increased participation by 
22 students and were taught by an 
additional 11 catechists donating 
their time and sharing their faith. 

Visit OLBH.FORMED.ORG 
For the Catholic Faith on Demand! 

Get thousands of movies, programs, audio, and books 
instantly on your device. 

Our gift to you. 



♫ ♪     ♫  L i † u r g y  ♫     ♪      ♫

OLBH saw the ongoing dedication of those who are “called to serve” in so many ways, as Hospitality Ministers, 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers, Deacons, Lectors, Sacristans, and Music Ministers. 

During that last year, our Ministries saw several changes in members, but God is good and others stepped 
forward where there was a need. In the Music Ministry, although our beloved accompanist, Jane Abernathy, 
moved to Wyoming, Brenda Czmowski, Regena Thrall, and our Director of Music and Liturgy, Lorraine Rieth-
Ptacek, continued to Minister at all the Masses. In addition, although we lost a few cantors, we also had a few 
fresh faces/voices step forward! In other Ministries as well, we saw some of the ‘old faithfuls’ continue along 
with many newcomers. In September, the Worship Commission began meeting again during Leadership Night 
for discussions on Liturgical planning. The Parish also celebrated Weddings in September and October and one 
Funeral Mass of the Resurrection as well. 

Deacons John Osnes and Greg Sass, along with Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek and 
Richard Ptacek took a trip to Spearfish this same month to ‘check out’ the 
Sound Systems at the Newman Center and St. Joseph’s Church, as we were 
getting ready to begin bringing in a New Sound System and Video Device for 
OLBH. Also in October, the local Chapter of the National Pastoral Musicians 
honored our very own Regena Thrall, organist/pianist, with the St. Cecilia 
award for Laity, and Fr. Andrzej, with the St. Cecilia Award for Clergy. Both 
were so well deserving for all their beautiful spirit, heart, and devotion to Music 
in the Liturgy. 

In November, the Liturgy Committee met to discuss the upcoming Advent 
Season preparations. December was a busy month in the church, with our 
Communal Penance Liturgy, Weddings and Funerals, and the St. Joseph Event, 
and of course the celebrations of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. This year, 
Christmas Eve was on a Friday, with two Masses, followed by 8am and 11am 
Masses on Saturday, Christmas Day. The next day, Sunday, fulfilled our Sunday 

obligation with our regular Mass schedule for The Holy Family. 

The New Year continued with the church preparing and celebrating First 
Communion and Confirmation and ministering to its people thru 
Reconciliation, Matrimony, Funeral Liturgies, the Lenten Penance Liturgy, 
Mercy Nights, Adoration every Wednesday and at other times, praying the 
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, the Triduum (Easter Vigil bringing in our RCIA 
candidates into full communion with the Catholic Church!), Easter Sunday, 
special devotions to Our Blessed Mother Mary, and many opportunities to pray 
and Worship the Lord together. 

Our Lady of the Black Hills continues to be a Parish rich with the blessings of 
Liturgical Celebrations, strong Prayer gatherings of many types, and the 
celebration of the Sacraments, growing in faith as a community. We welcome 
what the rest of this year will bring as God leads us together in our journey of 
faith at OLBH. 



A d u l t   F a I † h   F o r m a t i o n 
Sunday morning adult faith formation sessions were led by Pamela Weaver. 
Topics presented were The Turning Point: A Study of the Gospel of John 
attended by 13, At Prayer with Mary - 14 attendees, Around the Advent 
Circle, and With Jesus to the Cross - 30 attendees. 21 adults attended Around 
the Advent Circle. The Catechism of the Catholic Church class led by Bob 
Wentz had 25 participants. A book study of “Love Like a Saint: Cultivating 
Virtue with Holy Women” was led by Amy Haakenson with 15 participants. 
An optional monthly Catechist gathering for fellowship and catechesis met 
October through April. 

Theology on Tap continued meeting the first Monday of the month. An 
average of 10 adults attended monthly from 4 different parishes. Theology 
on Tap encourages young people in their 20s and 30s to learn more about 
their faith in a relaxed atmosphere. Theology on Tap meets at the OLBH 
rectory. 

Teaching Tuesdays occurred once a month. Speakers included Brad Blauvelt 
and Stacy Tate, Deacon John Osnes, Deacon Greg Sass, Deacon Bill White, 
James Johns, Amy Julian, and Sandi Ohlen. Teaching Tuesday will continue 
with speakers on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. If you have 
a topic you would like to hear about, contact the office with your ideas. 

Three weekly Bible studies, including a women’s group, an Early Bird group, 
and a Men’s group met weekly throughout the year. All are invited to 
attend, the Bible studies. The Early Birds meet on Mondays from 7:30-9 am, 
the ‘Just Men’ group meets Thursday mornings from 8:45-10 am, and the 
women’s group is determining a time to meet beginning in October – watch 
the bulletin for details. Well Read Mom, a national Catholic book club for 
women, began a local chapter led by Maggie Whiteside. 

The ChristLife Evangelization process continued this year with 27 
participants in Discovering Christ in the Fall of 2021, and 18 participants 
attended Following Christ in the Winter of 2021 and 17 participants 
completed Discovering Christ in the Spring of 2022. 

There were two seasonal catechetical family fun events held during Advent 
and Lent, led by Phil and Teresa Thompson and Amy Haakenson. 19 
attended the St. Lucy celebration during Advent, and 25 attended the 
Lenten celebration. 

Our Lady of the Black Hills supported and encouraged 17 parishioners to go 
to Pastoral Ministry Days, and 2 parishioners to attend the Veritatis 
Splendor Institute. 

Amy Haakenson coordinated Adult Faith Formation. We recently welcomed 
Kelsey Cox and Laura Kelso as the new coordinators of Adult Faith 
Formation. Please say hello and reach out with ideas and to sign up. 

The Rite of Christian 
Initiation for Adults team 
instructed five adults and 
their sponsors in the 
Catholic faith on Sunday 
mornings.  

The RCIA program utilizes 
many varied materials 
including the Symbolon 
series on Formed. The 
program also instructs 
participants about the 
history, prayer practices, 
and tradition of the Church. 

Five adults participated in 
RCIA and two were received 
into the full communion of 
the Catholic church and one 
was confirmed in the faith. 

If you know someone 
seeking to know more 
about the faith, please 
encourage them to visit 
olbh.org/becoming-catholic. 
They can also reach out to 
the RCIA coordinators, 
Stacy Tate and Brad 
Blauvelt.  

R C I A 



A d u l t   F a i t h   F o r m a t i o n   O p p o r t u n i t i e s 

Watch the bulletin for upcoming opportunities! 



S t u d e n t   F a i † h   F o r m a †  i o n
Elementary Faith Formation 

There are two faith formation paths for PreK-5th faith 
formation at Our Lady of the Black Hills, the traditional 
classroom model, and Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. Classes are offered on Sunday mornings 
and on Wednesday evenings. Over 150 students in 
PreK-12th grades attended faith formation this year. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to 
learning our Catholic faith through scripture and 
liturgy in a Montessori style learning environment. 
The children gather in atriums filled with material to 
aid the children in building their relationship with 
Christ. CGS is available in three levels accommodating 
ages four through twelve.  

Traditional Catechesis 

A lectionary-based catechesis is the foundation of this 
program. The curriculum is designed to integrate 
scripture, doctrine, prayer, and practices of the 
Church. Classes are offered for grades 3-6. The ‘Spirit 
of Truth’ curriculum by Sophia Institute is utilized to 
guide students in growing in faith. 

First Reconciliation and First Eucharist 

The ‘Blessed’ curriculum 
by Dynamic Catholic is 
used to guide students 
and their parents in 
recognizing the true 

presence of Christ in the Eucharistic and how to be 
their best self. Brenda Cassena and her young adult 
team meet weekly with 
students and aid them in 
memorizing their prayers, 
facilitating payer partners in 
the parish, and ensuring they 
understand the material presented by their parents. 

Middle and High School Faith Formation 

YDisciple 

The 8th-12th grade students participated in YDisciple 
groups. YDisciple leads students through small group 
faith sharing. Teens are led through discussions about 
evangelization, seeking faithful friends, and morality.  

Confirmation – 7th Grade 

The students walked 
through the
‘Chosen’ curriculum 
on Wednesday 
evenings to prepare 
for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. They 
attended an overnight retreat, completed their saint 
report, and answered the Bishop’s required 
questions. Bishop Peter confirmed eight students.  

Duc in Altum 

The Duc in Altum 
team led students in 
grades 1st-12th in 
‘Hearing God’s Call’ 
for a week to grow 
in prayer and to 

delve deeper into the riches of the Catholic tradition. 
Over 60 students attended the weeklong faith and 
fun adventure. The parish enjoyed a potluck and 
Adoration with the students and their leadership 
team to wrap up the week. 

Steubenville 

Sixteen of our high school aged youth traveled to the 
Steubenville conference in St. Paul, MN this 
pilgrimage is a weekend conference to evangelize, 
equip, and empower our youth to becoming joyful 
disciples. The students traveled to St. Paul by bus and 
enjoyed a fun day at Valley Fair on their adventure. 



O u r   C a t h o l i c   S c h o o l s 

C o m m u n i t y   R  e s o u r c e s 



FY Income/Expense: July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022 

BALANCE SHEET 
Expenses: 

Checking & Savings 94,557.65 Salaries 133,988.51 
Receivables 0 Employee Benefits 36,310.33 
Contingency Building Savings 194,870.78 Continuing Education 1,835.00 
Contingency Education Fund 25,439.30 Subtotal Salary/Benefits Expenses 172,133.84 
Land 66,376.00 
Land Improvements 88,268.86 Office Supplies 2,083.87 
Religious Articles 5,631.34 Computer Supplies/IT Support 1,100.66 
Buildings & Improvements 656,179.38 Postage 2,484.13 
Furniture & Equipment 246,399.13 Office Expenses 8,574.86 

TOTAL ASSESTS 1,377,722.44 Subtotal Office Expenses 14,243.52 

Worship Aids 1,775.97 
Amounts held for others 760.46 Liturgical Supplies 6,667.10 
Sound System 0 Choir Expenses 1,587.16 
Diocesan Donations 0 Special Events 4,696.70 
Fund Balance account 1,376,961.98 Service to Parishioners 2,187.35 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & Subtotal Aid/Event Expenses 16,914.28 
      FUND BALANCE 1,377,722.44 

Household/Table Expenses 6,047.51 
Travel Expenses 5,245.58 

INCOME & EXPENSE STATEMENT Subtotal Household Expenses 11,293.09 

Income: Utilities 32,371.62 
Collections 421,807.81 Equipment & Building 35,019.66 
Merchandise Donations 70.96 Assessments/Donations 47,202.21 
Memorials 2,015.00 Subtotal Parish Expenses 114,593.49 
PPP Loan Forgiveness 0 
*New Building Funds 22,093.00 Grade School Religious Ed 6,761.56 

 Subtotal Contributions 445,986.77 Atrium/Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 7,372.81 
Middle/High School Ed 11,813.10 

Parish Activities 13,944.27 Adult Ed  5,638.99 
Fall Festival 11,017.01 Parish Education & RCIA 3,825.48 

 Parish Income 24,961.28 Subtotal Faith Formation Expenses 35,411.94 

Reimbursements 7,408.00 Parish Activities 6,141.81 
Interest & Dividends 3,929.84 Assistance/Gifts /Misc. 10,360.22 
Misc./Facility Income 500 Fund Raising Costs 0 

 Miscellaneous Income 11,837.84 Interest Loan 0 
*Capital Improvements 21,849.69 

Subtotal Misc. Expenses 38,351.72 

TOTAL EXPENSES $402,941.88 
TOTAL INCOME $482,785.89 *Contingency Building Savings $51,000.00 

ADJUSTED NET DIFFERENCE $28,844.01 



P r o p o s e d   B u d g e t   July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023 

Projected Income Projected Expenses 

Envelope Collections 370000 Salaries and Benefits 207902 
Plate Collection 29000 Continuing Education 2000 
1st envelope collection 500 Employee Screening 100 
Fee Offset Online Collect 300 Subtotal Salaries/Benefits 210002 
Solemnity of Mary 750 
Easter Collection 8500 Adult Travel 200 
Ascension Thursday 100 Priest Mileage 5300 
Assumption 500 Subtotal Travel Expenses 5500 
All Saints 500 
Immaculate Conception 500 Office Supplies 13370 
Christmas Collection 7000 Computer Supplies 2250 
Memorials 1500 Postage 2700 
Merchandise Donations 500 Subtotal Office Expenses 18320 
Building Fund 20000 
Subtotal Contributions 439650 Liturgical Supplies 11650 

Choir Expenses 3200 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 0 Special Events 6550 
Confirmation 0 Service to Parishioners 10300 
Votive Light Income 1000 Subtotal Aid/Event Expenses 31700 
Coffee/Donuts Income 300 
Funeral Income 1000 Utilities 35775 
Wedding Income 500 Equipment and Building 33750 
Bulletin Ad income 3500 Subtotal Building Cost 69525 
Fall Festival 9000 
Parish Income 15300 Sister Parish Donation 12600 

Catholic Schools 32500 
Interest and Dividends 2500 Diocesan Assessment 2500 
Checking/Savings Interest 50 Subtotal Assessments Etc. 47600 
Subtotal Investment Income 2550 

Grade School Religious Ed. 8000 
Reimbursements 7500 Atriums/CGS 8000 
Facility Use Contribution 400 Middle/High School Ed. 13600 
Miscellaneous Income 7900 Adult Ed. 8640 

Parish Ed. 6065 
Priest Retirement  4000 Subtotal Religious Ed. 44305 
Adopt a Seminarian 6000 
Passed Income 10000 Assistance/Gifts 2300 

Parish Activities 7850 
PROJECTED INCOME 465400 Annual Building/Land Imp. 17500 

Savings 10798 
Finance Council approved budget: 5.26.2022 Subtotal 38448 

PROJECTED EXPENSES 465400 



N a t i o n a l   E u c h a r i s t i c   R e v i v a l 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 

whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread 

that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world. 
JOHN 6:51 

Why Now? 
BECAUSE THE CHURCH NEEDS HEALING. AND THE WORLD NEEDS THE CHURCH. 

Scandal, division, disease, doubt. The Church has withstood each of these throughout our very human history. But 

today we confront all of them, all at once. Our response in this moment is pivotal. 

Amid these roaring waves, Jesus is present, reminding us that he is more powerful than the storm. He desires to 

heal, renew, and unify the Church and the world. 

How will he do it? By uniting us once again around the source and summit of our faith—the Holy Eucharist. The 

National Eucharistic Revival is the joyful, expectant, grassroots response of the entire Catholic Church in the U.S. to 

this divine invitation. Visit eucharisticrevival.org or https://www.olbh.org/eucharistic-revival to grow in faith. 



 P a r i s h   O r g a n i z a † i o n s 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Serve the poor and vulnerable 
The Our Lady of the Black Hills conference of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul fulfilled hundreds of requests for help in the 
Piedmont Valley for our friends and neighbors in need. They received 
$$34,603.26 in donations and gave $18,239.26 out to friends in need 
including nearly $10,000 for housing, over $5,500 in utilities, and 
money toward auto repairs, phone service, hotel stays, and airfare. 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in Spearfish provided 
the conference with $19,000 in revenue, please donate to the store if 
possible.  

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul conference meets every other 
week at OLBH to serve our neighbors and friends in need in 
Piedmont, Black Hawk, and Summerset. They are always in need of 
more volunteers. Please contact the office if you are interested in 
volunteering with this holy ministry. 

Piedmont Valley Food Pantry 
Feed the hungry. 
The Piedmont Valley Food Pantry housed at OLBH fed 479 families 
with 623 bags of food from July 2021-June 2022. In addition, the food 
pantry gave out 198 ‘kid’ bags filled with small snacks and juice boxes. 
The food pantry appreciates food donations of all types. They also 
appreciate monetary donations which aided the pantry in purchasing 
a refrigerator to provide perishables and to purchase food including 
frozen meat at a steep discount through Feeding SD.  The food pantry 
also coordinates the monthly Feeding SD food box distribution in the 
parking lot at OLBH. For details on how to access food or to volunteer 
with the food pantry, please contact the office. 

Cornerstone Rescue Mission Meals 
Feed the hungry. 
The first Tuesday of each month OLBH parishioners provide the 
ingredients for a meal for those residing at the Cornerstone Rescue 
mission. To contribute to the meals or to help prepare the meals 
contact the office. 

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights of Columbus serve the parish and the community as a 
group of dedicated faithful men. They raise funds to purchase 
ultrasound machines, to donate to the parish, and to serve the 
community. They also donate countless hours of service to the 
widows and orphans of our community and serve our parish at all 
events in making food, setting up, and tearing down. 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 

In 2022 OLBH parishioners 
graciously donated $90,531 
toward the Diocesan Annual 
Appeal. We had 164 households 
donate to the annual appeal with a 
33% participation rate. This is up 
from 151 households donating 
$74,659 in 2021. THANK YOU!  

By supporting the diocese, you 
also support the mission of the 
Church and the Catholic faith in 
Western South Dakota. Currently 
the Diocese is 80.4% toward their 
goal and had a participation rate of 
23.3% which is down from last 
year’s 25% participation rate.  

You can donate to the Diocesan 
Annual Appeal anytime by visiting 
https://give.rapidcitydiocese.org/gi
ve/356400/#!/donation/checkout. 

Special Collections 

OLBH contributed $32,609.30 to 
special collections this year. 

Mission Meals $295.5
St. Vincent de Paul 2,642.1
PV Food Pantry 857.0
Holy Land Collection 2,446.0
Campaign for Human Dev 1,465.0
Diocesan Misc. Collection 5,292.0
Liturgical Merchandise 4.000.0
Adopt a Seminarian 5,095.0
Priest Retirement 4,065.0
Catholic Social Services 6,451.6

https://give.rapidcitydiocese.org/give/356400/#!/donation/checkout
https://give.rapidcitydiocese.org/give/356400/#!/donation/checkout


Join us for Mass 

Tuesday-Friday 8 AM 

Saturday 5 PM  

Sunday 8 & 11 AM 

Reconciliation 

Wednesday 5:30-6:30 PM 

Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM 

By appointment at 605-787-5168 

Adoration  

Wednesday 8:30-7:30 PM 

Our Lady of the Black Hills 
12365 Sturgis Road 
Piedmont, SD 57769 
605-787-5168 | olbh.org

Address 
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