
 

This past Monday and Tuesday, I and many others have attended the great event 
for our local Church as Josh Lee was ordained for the transitional diaconate for our 
diocese. In few months another man, Robert Kinyon will be ordained as a deacon as 
well. With God’s blessing, these two deacons will be ordained next year as priests for 
our diocese. On Monday evening, we have met with many at the St. Therese Church in 
Rapid City for an evening prayer and the Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. As I have reflected on my own vocation and the 21 years of the priesthood, I 
watched Jesus in Blessed Sacrament. At the same time, I watched Josh and his parents 
sitting next to him, praying with their son, a deacon, and a priest to be. I remembered my 
own day of ordination, the parents and guests and the many questions that have been 
racing through my mind. Can I do this? Should I do this? Why should I do this? What 
will happen next? How am I going to do this…? and so on. But as many questions as 
there were, there was also the peace of God’s Spirit, the desire of the heart to follow 
Christ, and to discover more of my life and of myself. 

In the Gospel today, Jesus returns to his own. By now, many know him and of 
him. Many see Jesus as famous due to his teaching and miracles they heard were 
performed in other towns. Jesus’ neighbors and relatives welcome him with joy, and at 
the same time with the anticipation. Many of them grew up with Jesus, they shared time 
and fellowship with each other, they know each other’s stories. They have probably 
shared with each other moments of joy and sorrow, meals, and time of rest. So, when 
Jesus comes to them and begins to preach, to teach and to challenge his old friends, and 
relatives, he is met with resentment. Probably because of the message, but also because 
he was suddenly recognized as someone different. Many had the image of Jesus that was 
imprinted on their minds as they met last time. I have to say, I experience this feeling 
every time I go back home. Many things remind me of the time past and yet, I feel 
sometimes more and more like a stranger.  

Sharing one’s life is an ongoing process, sometimes we succeed with it and 
sometimes we find out that we have a work to do. Sharing something that is personal, is 
even harder. Perhaps, that is one of the reasons that to share our faith is sometimes one 
of the hardest things in our life. To share our faith with relatives and friends is 
definitively a challenging task. As a Priest, I am called to proclaim the Gospel, as a 
friend I am expected to answer questions that are hard to ask, as a relative I am expected 
to provide solution, and as a disciple I trust that God, through the Mercy of Jesus and the 
Wisdom of the Holy Spirit will provide what I need to carry on the mission I was given. 
I encourage us all to pray for new vocations to priesthood and religious life, to holy 
marriages and for the courage to witness to our faith. We may feel for a moment as if we 
are out of place, but God will always provide the joy and hope.    

In Christ, Fr. Andrzej 

Note: Thank you so very much for your gift of a spiritual bouquet. It is so good 
to see so many of you praying for me. I too, pray that God will use my life for the good 
of your souls and that we can always help each other on our way to heaven.  

 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             CONTACT                                                                              
605.787.5168 - OLBH.ORG 

olbh@olbh.org 
12365 Sturgis Road 
Piedmont, SD 57769 

Office Open M-F 
8:30-2:30 PM 

 

     LITURGY & PARYER  
Sunday Liturgy: 
Saturday, 5 PM 
Sunday, 8 & 11 AM 
Daily Liturgy: 
Monday-Friday, 8 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Wednesday, 8:30-7:30 PM 
Reconciliation: 
Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Saturday, 3:30-4:30 PM 
First Fridays, 8:30-9:30 AM 
First Friday Devotion: 
Following Daily Mass on 
First Fridays 

 

  CLERGY  
Pastor: 
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 
awyrostek@diorc.org 
Deacons: 
Walt Wilson, Retired 
John Osnes josnes@diorc.org 
Greg Sass gsass@diorc.org 

 

  STAFF  
Parish Administrative 
Assistant & SEC 
Katie Harwood 
katie.harwood@olbh.org 
Coordinator of PreK-12 Faith 
Formation 
Rhonda Gehlsen 
rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org 
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation & Evangelization  
Amy Haakenson 
amy.haakenson@olbh.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek 
lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Todd Phillipe 
todd.phillipe@olbh.org 
Bookkeeper 
Lorinda Collings 
lorinda.collings@olbh.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

July 3-4, 2021 – Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he sent me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor.” (Luke 4:18) 

 
 
 

        
       

       
       

        
 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists 
to proclaim the joy of the Gospel 
to all creation and to transform 
lives with the Father’s mercy. 
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TOTUS TUUS:  
July 12-16 | Boy’s Leadership Camp (grades 10+) | $200 
July 13-16 | Boy’s Camp (entering grades 7-9) | $180 
Register and find out more at 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/t2/. 
 
SUMMER STRETCH: 
July 7, 14, 21, and Campout July 28 | Students entering 
grades 6-9 | Volunteer for part of the day and have fun 
the rest | Wednesdays 8-3 PM | $20 Registration Fee, 
$30 Activity Fee | Visit summerstretch.org to register | 
Contact Rhonda with questions at 787-5168. 
 
DUC IN ALTUM @ OLBH: 
REGISTER TODAY! 
July 18-22 | Grades 6-8 & 9-12 7:30-9:40 PM  
July 19-22 | Entering Grades 1-5 | 9-2:30 PM 
FREE, visit https://www.olbh.org/duc-in-altum to register. 
 
OLBH GIRLS’ CAMPOUT: 
July 31-August 1 | Any girls who have been confirmed 
entering grades 8-12 | Free! Contact Rhonda for 
registration. 
 

Family Movie Night 
Our next family fun night will be an outdoor movie off the 
back patio of the Church on Saturday, August 21 at 7 
PM. We will bring the drinks and the popcorn; you bring 
the chairs. If you have a movie title you would like to 
recommend, call Katie in the office at 787-5168. 
 
ALTAR SERVER TRAININGS 
Altar Server Training for those who have received their 
First Communion, Sunday, July 25, following 8 AM Mass. 
Lead Server Training for those entering 6th grade and 
have served at least two years, Saturday, July 17, 
following 5 PM Mass. 
 

Thursday, July 8, at 4:30 PM. 
Join in a prayer experience that 
combines praying the rosary with 
core strengthening, stretching 
and functional movement. No 

fitness level required. Follow us on Facebook at 
SoulCore605. There is a suggested donation of $10. 
Contact Jenny at j.scherr@hotmail.com. 

 
Pick Up Your Dishes 

Thank you for 
sharing a dish. 
Please pick up your 
dishes that have 
been forgotten 
following various 
parish events. 
There is a table to 
the left when you 
reach the bottom of 

the stairs. Please remove your items by July 17th or 
they will be donated.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your donation. 
Please prayerfully consider automatic contributions via 
electronic withdrawal, check service, or at 
www.olbh.org/donate. Please prayerfully consider including 
the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and Our Lady 
of the Black Hills in your estate planning.   
   

  

Automatic Basket Total
Adopt a Seminarian 54                  -                   54                           
Sunday Collection 2,898            4,233          7,131                     
Rectory 9                    -                   9                             
Bottles of Hope -                     -                   -                              
Building Fund -                     -                   -                              
Hoag Memorial 235                         

Steubenville -                   549.15
Total Contributions 2,962            4,233          7,194.41               

"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above" (Jas 1:17)
June 26-27, 2021

PARISH HAPPENINGS 
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   MASS & PRAYERS- Psalter Week II  
     
  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, July 5                                                     
Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; Saint 
Elizabeth of Portugal 
7:30 AM Early Bird Bible Study 
No Mass 
Office Closed 
   
Tuesday, July 6                                                       
Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin, Martyr 
8 AM Mass for the friends and benefactors of the 
Immaculate Heart Hermitage 
6:15 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 
Wednesday, July 7                                                        
8 AM Mass for Fr. Leo Hausmann 
8:30-7:30 PM Adoration 
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
5:30-6:30 PM Confessions 
  
Thursday, July 8                                                    
8 AM Mass for Dave and Gloria Allardyce 
9 AM Just Men Bible Study and Witness 
9 AM Women’s Bible Study 
4:30 PM SoulCore 
 
Friday, July 9                                                            
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and 
Companion Martyrs 
8 AM Mass for the staff of the Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center 
 
Saturday, July 10                                                      
BVM on Saturday 
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
3:30-4:30 PM Confessions 
5 PM Mass –Live stream link on Facebook 
and OLBH.org for Diocesan Masses for Life 
 
Sunday, July 11                                                       
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
8 AM Mass for the repose of Andy Minihan 
9:15 AM ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 
11 AM Mass for the community of Our Lady of 
the Black Hills and for our sister parishes special 
emphasis on those considering RCIA 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for July: 
Pope’s Intention: Social friendship: We pray that, in social, 
economic, and political situations of conflict, we may be 
courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and 
friendship. 

Prayers for Life and Health Concerns 
These individuals are in special need of your prayers. To have 
someone placed on the prayer list, contact Katie in the office. 

• Edwin and Omel Weaver (parents of Bob Weaver)  
• Blanche Rieth • Jean Schacher • Bernard Wiehl 

• Ryan Wilson • Mary Ann Pulaski • Maynard Traversie  
• Betty Jorgensen (sister of Helen Riedlinger) 

• Lowell Amiotte • Randy Oberle  
• Joan Wrobel (aunt of Rachael Held)  

• Doug Wermers • John Mizenko (brother of Jeff)  
• Vickie Crowley • Patti Cariveau 

• Rachael Held • Adam Hohm • Linda Weishaar 
• Robert Forest (father of Cathy Long)  

• Wayne Gamroth • Jennifer Kinney • Tim Curns  
• Peggy Laurens (niece of Cap and Arlene Holzer)  

• Kerry Yantes • Rayola Anderson • Dean Antonsen 
• Christy Marie (sister of Linda Schacher) • Marek Kopec 

• Alicia Castor (niece of Kathleen and Lowell Amiotte) 
• Aurora Velasco (mother of Brenda Mizenko) 

• Brett Whealy • Moneik Stephens 
• Carol Michaelson (mother of Linda Schacher) 

• Joyce DePaulo • Katie Niederwerder • Dorothy Olson 
• John Mizenko Sr. (father of Jeff) • Larry Jerke 

• Ruth O’Neil (mother of Lisa Katzenstein) • Tony Corbine 
• Jasper Wermers (grandson of Peggy and Doug) 

Eucharistic Adoration 
For information on Adoration or to sign up to Adore or to fill in 
as a substitute, please contact Dave Allardyce at 791-2303. 

Prayer Chain Requests 
To request an intention for the prayer chain, please contact 
Sue Colgan at 431-0310 or at ssacolgan@gmail.com. 

Prayers for our Deployed Military 
Jeremy Reeve and Josh Kornmann 

Prayers for the Recently Deceased 
 

Mike Knecht 
Linda Berendse (sister-in-law of Tony) 

Jim Hoag 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                       MINISTRY & PRAYER                    
† Necrology †  

To remember in prayer for the repose of their souls. Those 
whose deaths are recorded in the parish; and the bishops, 
priests, and deacons that served the Diocese of Rapid City. 
 
July 7 Rev. Francis J. Berning (1992) 
July 10 Anthony Lechler (2001) 
 Ray W. Hume (2006) 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Ministry Schedule To become a liturgical minister or for 
more information contact Katie in the office. 

Mass Times Saturday, 7/10 
5 PM 

Sunday 7/11 
8 AM 

Sunday 7/11 
11 AM 

Presider Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej 

Altar Server 
Todd Curtis - Lead 
Stella Curtis 

Westin Edwards - Lead 
Leo Edwards 
Emmett Edwards 

Brianne Katzenstein - Lead 
(sub req.) 
Hamish Haakenson 

Eucharistic Minister - Body Diane Clarke David Edwards (sub req.) Bernadette Usera 

Lector 
Deacon Walt Wilson - 1st 
Reader 
Jean Hohm - 2nd Reader 

Brenda Mizenko - 1st Reader 
Marty Quinn - 2nd Reader 

Tony Berendse - 1st Reader 
John Usera - 2nd Reader 

Sacristan NOT FILLED Jeff Mizenko Mary Blauvelt 
Matthew Blauvelt 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               COMMUNITY & DIOCESAN NEWS   
 
Held, A Spiritual Retreat for Grieving Parents 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center | Rapid City | July 30-
August 1 | register by July 15 at terrasancta.org/held. 
Join in prayer with other parents grieving their children. 
Presented by Brianne Edwards and Dionne Eastmo.  
 
Secretary/Office Manager 
St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Rapid City, is seeking a 
Parish Secretary/Office Manager. 30 hours per 
week, Mon-Fri. Full job description and application 
available at SIJ office. Contact Fr. Ed Witt, SJ, at 
605-343-2165 or stisaac@rushmore.com. 
 
Help us shape the future at the Rapid City 
Catholic School System! 
Open positions for the 2021-22 school year: 
Preschool Assistant - full and part time 
Kitchen Staff - full and part time 
Middle School Paraprofessional 

Take your CUTIE on a date! 
WHAT: Babysitting Night (ages 3-9 and fully potty-trained 
required) to support the STM Volleyball Team 
WHERE: STM High School Gym OR Middle School Gym 
DETAILS: We will have different stations set up for a variety 
of entertainment, have scheduled bathroom breaks, and 
enjoy a snack during their time with us! 
COST: $45 per child/ $80 for two sibling/ $115 for three 
siblings 
WHEN: July 8th - 5pm-9pm  
July 22nd - 5pm-9pm  
August 5th - 5pm-9pm  
August 10th - 11am-3pm 
CONTACT: Contact Coach Shannah to pre-pay and 
reserve your slot!  
stmvbcavs@gmail.com/ Coach Shannah (605)214-8303. 

 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim 
the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to 
transform lives with the Father’s mercy. 

Daily Readings 
Monday:  Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab; Mt 9:18-26 
Tuesday:  Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15; Mt 9:32-38 
Wednesday: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19; Mt 10:1-7 
Thursday:  Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-17, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 10:7-15 
Friday:  Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mt 10:16-23 
Saturday:  Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7; Mt 10:24-33 
Sunday:  Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14; Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10; Mk 6:7-13 

The weekly readings can be found anytime online on the USCCB website or by clicking: Weekly Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We hope you have enjoyed sharing in the celebration of 
the Mass with us. Whether you are new to the area or 
have lived here for years, coming to visit, or returning 
after a long break, you are invited to join our parish 
family. Please come again! We have many opportunities 
for all ages and stages of faith. Please pick up a welcome 
packet from the counter in the gathering space. If you are 
passing through, we hope you will call our parish your 
“home away from home” and visit again soon! 

file://server1/Katie/Bulletin/stisaac@rushmore.com
http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                        July 2021

In a time of widening political and 
cultural divides, it can be easy to lose 
sight of the dignity of people different 
from ourselves. Yet, as Catholic 
Christians, we know that Jesus asks 
that we see everyone as family. 
“Love one another with 
brotherly affection; 
outdo one another 
in showing 
honor” 
(Romans 
12:10). 

Treat others 
with kindness, 
not because they 
are kind, but because you are. It’s easy 
to be kind to those we love and respect. 
It’s critical to be kind to people we don’t 
like or don’t know. Kindness is best 
offered when nothing is expected in 
return. 

Don’t build yourself up by making 
others look small. No one is impressed 

by a bully. Treat all of God’s children 
with honor, love, and respect.  

Practice empathy. People’s reactions 
tend to reflect their circumstances. 
Avoid judging and instead offer the 

consideration you’d like 
to receive.

Meet in 
person instead 
of online. 

Social media 
makes it easy to 

stay in touch but 
it’s also the quickest 

way to damage 
relationships. Choose to meet in person 
when possible. In person or online, we 
must be wise in the words we use. 

Forgive those who have hurt you, 
help those who need you. Treat all 
people – including yourself – with love 
and compassion. When we treat people 
the way we want to be treated, life will 
instantly get better. 

Love one another, especially those 
who are different

Why do Catholics pray?

Prayer is our response to 
God’s invitation: “Whether we 
realize it or not, prayer is the 
encounter of God’s thirst with 
ours. God thirsts that we may 
thirst for him” (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (CCC), #2560). 

That encounter is our 
connection to God, who 

created us and wants to have a close, 
personal relationship with us. Our 
relationship with Him is nurtured 
and strengthened through prayer - 

raising our hearts and minds to 
God ...” (CCC, #2559).

It is through prayer and in 
prayer that we come to know 
and love Him best.

One Minute 
Meditations

God is the current of life
“Each one of us is merely a small 

instrument. When you look at the 
inner workings of electrical 

things, often you see small 
and big wires, new and old, 

cheap and expensive lined 
up. Until the current passes 
through them there will be 
no light. That wire is you and 
me. The current is God.”

Mother Teresa

Saying “no” is not a 
sin

Saying “no” is hard for 
many of us. Not wanting to 
let anyone down, we say “yes” 
until we are overburdened, 
frustrated, and unhappy. 
Remember it is not a sin to say 
“no.” God needs workers, but 
He wants the willing, joyful 
kind. Our “yes” should come 
from a heart enthusiastic 
about doing His work.

“You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is 
the great and first 
commandment” 
(Matthew 
22:37-40).

© Copyright 2021 Success Publishing & Media, LLC  All Rights Reserved

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Pastor
Our Lady of the Black Hills
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Welcome back to Mass!

July 16 – Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
(1251). Carmelite tradition holds that 
Our Lady appeared to St. Simon on 
Mount Carmel and gave him a scapular. 
Wearing one has become a popular way 
to honor the Blessed Mother.

July 22 – St. Mary Magdalene (1st 
century). Mary Magdalene was the 
woman from whom Jesus expelled 
seven demons in St. Luke’s gospel 
(Luke 8:2). She helped to support 
Jesus’ ministry out of her own money 
and stood by the Cross of Jesus with 
his mother. Known as the “Apostle to 

Every household has basic ground 
rules: “Be respectful,” “Clean up your 
messes,” etc. This way, everybody 
benefits. Like every family, the Catholic 
Church has “house rules” as well: 

Come home every weekend: “You 
shall attend Mass on Sundays and on 
holy days of obligation and rest from 
servile labor.” God wants to see us back 
in person – often! 

Take responsibility: “You shall confess 
your sins at least once a year.” Since 
we are prone to sin, we’re obligated to 
reconcile with God at least once a year. 

Reconnect: “You shall receive the 
sacrament of the Eucharist at least 
during the Easter season.” In the 
Eucharist, Jesus nourishes us with his 
Body and Blood at every Mass! 

Practice detachment: “You shall 
observe the days of fasting and 
abstinence established by the Church.” 
Fasting helps us free our hearts for God’s 
love. 

Help around the house: “You shall 
help to provide for the needs of the 
Church.” Whether we donate money, 
time or resources, every little bit helps. 
(CCC, #2042-2043)

Q
&
A

What is expected of 
Catholics?

O u r  M i s s i o n
To provide practical ideas that promote  

faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™ 
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the 
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible - 

Revised)

John 6:1-15; Loaves and 
fishes

© Copyright 2021 Success Publishing & Media, LLC  All Rights Reserved

This Gospel passage records the 
miracle of the multiplication of the 
loaves and the fishes. The crowds 
following Jesus were hungry, so Jesus 
asked Philip where they could get 
enough food. Philip calculated that 
two hundred days’ wages still wouldn’t 
buy enough food for them. Like 
Philip, we face problems that seem 
too big for us and can become 
intimidated. 

The Apostle, Andrew, 
went a step further 
than Philip; he found 
the boy with five loaves of barley bread 
and two fish. The boy, in turn, offered 
to Jesus what little he brought – all of 
it. What a surprise when Jesus fed the 

five thousand “as much...as they 
wanted.” Even after they’d 
had their fill of bread, 
there were still twelve 
wicker baskets left over! 
God can’t be outdone in 

generosity. 
When we are faced 

with many problems 
at once, it can be 
overwhelming. It’s 
easy to react like 

Philip and give up 
hope. While on our 

own, we may not have 
much to offer, if we offer what we have 
to God, He can do something amazing 
with it. 

Now that many dioceses across the 
country have reinstated the obligation to 
attend Mass, we once again honor Sunday 
as a celebration of the living presence of 
Jesus in the midst of His people.  

Meet Him in the flesh. The Eucharist is 
the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus 
Christ. There is no substitute for taking 
Him into our bodies to feed our souls.

Receive His protection. Divine love and 
protection are showered on God’s children 
through the supernatural gift of grace. The 

more open we are to it – by actively participating 
in Mass – the more we enjoy the benefits.

Love Him back. The Third Commandment 
requires that we designate Sunday as our day to 
honor God. Mass is the most important way we 
fulfill our obligation to show gratitude to God. “If 
you love me you will keep my commandments” (John 
15:15). 

If you are worried about your exposure to 
disease in church, consult your physician and 

your pastor for advice on extra protections you 
can take.

the Apostles,” Mary was the one who 
first informed the Apostles of Jesus’ 
Resurrection. 

July 25 – St. James (1st Century). 
When Jesus called St. James and his 
brother, John, to become apostles, they 
left their father in a fishing boat on 
the Sea of Galilee. St. James was one 
of three apostles to witness 
Jesus’ transfiguration, 
the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, and 
the agony in 
Gethsemane. 
St. James was 
the first of the 
apostles to be 
martyred. 



July 4, 2021

Fourteenth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
Ez 2:2-5  |  2 Cor 12:7-10  |  Mk 6:1-6

GROW    AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

I’m struck by phrases in today’s first and second readings: 
The prophet Ezekiel is told that those to whom he will be  
sent are “hard of face and obstinate of heart”; and  Saint Paul 
aptly describes a “thorn in the flesh” as having been given 
to him. He even refers to this thorn as “an angel of Satan.” 
These are descriptive images! So, I wondered, What do these 
images look like in practice? The Gospel gives us a clear 
example: those who grew up with Jesus refuse to see him as 
a prophet. At one time in my life, I might have said to myself: 
“Wow, I can’t believe people of his own time would reject 
Jesus!” However, as I grow older, I’m conscious not only of 
more physical aches and pains, but the “thorn in the flesh” 
of patterns I’m not particularly proud of – cynicism, pessi-
mism, even hard-heartedness and a closed mind. The “they” 
in today’s readings hits closer to home and strikes me more 
as “we” than it used to. And yet, as Saint Paul reminds us, we 
can bring our imperfections to God and pray for grace to give 
us strength in our weakness, hearts open to God’s love, and 
ears ready to hear the Gospel and be transformed by Jesus.

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When Jesus returned to his hometown, he was not exactly 
greeted like a “hometown hero.” His contemporaries could see 
him only as a carpenter, and not the Messiah: “So he was not 
able to perform any mighty deed there, apart from curing a 
few sick people by laying his hands on them. He was amazed at 
their lack of faith.” We know that Jesus went on to perform the 
mightiest of deeds – dying and rising from the dead. And yet, 
even today, he would be “amazed at our lack of faith.” Today’s 
Gospel and the other readings encourage us to do a check-up 
of our spiritual health and pray for the grace to continue to 
grow in faith. We can also pray for others who may be ques-
tioning or have lost their faith, inviting them to consider coming 
to church with us or simply offering to pray with and for them. 

REFLECT    For a more intentional look at whatever thorns 
might be in your side, and what weaknesses those contribute 
to, consider doing a retreat. Attend an in-person retreat at a 
local retreat house, or look into online options for a guided 
retreat at home.

Written by 
T H E 

FA I T H F U L 
D I S C I P L E
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Place your 

ad here 

contact the office for details 

Please let these advertisers know you saw their ad in the OLBH bulletin! 

FLOTTMEYER QUARTER
HORSES 

“Trust in the Lord” 
but tie up your horse.

Mel and Brenda Flottmeyer 
21656 Piedmont Meadows Road, 
Piedmont, SD 57769 605 391-4141 

Lucky98ranch@centurylink.net 

Like us on Facebook at Flottmeyer 
 Quarter Horses 

225 Main Street, Ste 200, Rapid City, SD 57701 
605 348-5228 

Monday-Friday 10-5:30, Saturday 10:00-4:00 
Closed Sunday 

Place your ad  here! 
Call 787-5168! 

TWO locations to better serve our customers! 

*In House PDR
1755 S Valley Dr 3340 W Chicago St 

605-342-5911 605-342-2103
melsautobody@hotmail.com • www.melsautobody.com 

auto • home 
life • ranch 

farm • business 605-348-6086

WE NEED 
YOUR AD 

HERE! 
787-5168

For information on ads or to place an ad, please contact Katie at 787-5168 or email olbh@olbh.org 

Lodging Rooms | Meeting Space 
Catering | Chapels

605-716-0925 | http://terrasancta.org

Place your ad  here! 
Call 787-5168! 

Siding
Roofing
Decks
Home  
  Repair

Mark Flottmeyer

mailto:Lucky98ranch@centurylink.net
mailto:melsautobody@hotmail.com
http://www.melsautobody.com/
mailto:olbh@olbh.org
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