
 

Jubilation from John 
 
The examples of two selfless widows—one who gives a prophet of the Lord her last 

meal and the other who gives the treasury of the Lord her last two coins—these two 
examples of faithfulness and trust challenge us this week as we enter into the Annual 
Diocesan Appeal.  The starving and poor widows are models of the radical demand of true 
discipleship—letting go of earthly things that master us and letting God be the Lord and 
master of our lives.  Being a true follower of Jesus Christ demands radical generosity—not 
holding back anything from the One who has provided everything. 

The poor widow’s tiny gift of two small coins worth “more than all the other 
contributors to the treasury” (Mk 12:43) echoes back to and completes the story of the 
scribe who recognized that loving God and neighbor “is worth more than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices” (Mk 12:33). The poor widow’s tiny gift of all she had—of her 
whole livelihood—gives us a dramatic and concrete example of loving the Lord with our 
whole being and of loving our neighbor as much as we love ourselves. Her sacrificial gift is 
a foreshadowing of the complete and utter self-giving of Jesus Christ on the cross—
sacrificing his whole being for love of God and for love of neighbor. We who bear the name 
of Christ and claim his cross as our hope and salvation are called to that same radical 
generosity—a generosity that is not a matter of mere and minimal giving, but of self-giving 
from the depths of our heart and soul, mind, and strength.  

Is that type of radical generosity—of self-giving and self-sacrifice—possible for you 
and me? In a world so focused on power and possessions, can we truly let go and let God? 
As we commemorate Veterans’ Day this week, I believe that we have many contemporary 
examples—and for many of us, personal examples—of this type of radical generosity.  Men 
and women—even brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers—who have left home and 
family, comfort and security, power and prestige, to offer their whole being for beliefs and 
causes greater than themselves.  Though some paid the ultimate sacrifice, most came 
home—but all were willing to lay down their lives for the freedom of friends and strangers 
alike, for the independence of their nation and of foreign lands, for the liberty of their 
generation and of generations yet to come. 

What are we willing to give of our time, talent, and treasure for the Kingdom of God? 
What are we willing to sacrifice for unending freedom from pain and suffering, for true 
independence from oppression and poverty, for eternal liberty from power and 
possession? To a point, I believe all of us are generous and kindhearted—but our 
insecurity tightens our grip on our time, talent, and treasure when our comfort zones get 
threatened. 

This Sunday, Jesus points to a poor widow as the model of true discipleship and 
radical generosity—giving not from her plenty but from her poverty—offering her whole 
livelihood and expecting nothing in return except the peace and the joy of a Kingdom 
beyond her comprehension. This week, as you prayerfully consider your offering to the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal, be like her: give your whole heart and soul, mind, and strength, 
out of love for your God and for your neighbor—and trust that God has already provided 
everything that you really need through His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Keep the Faith! 

 
Deacon John 
 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             CONTACT                                                                              
605.787.5168 - OLBH.ORG 

olbh@olbh.org 
12365 Sturgis Road 
Piedmont, SD 57769 

Office Open M-F 
8:30-2:30 PM 

 

     LITURGY & PARYER  
Sunday Liturgy: 
Saturday, 5 PM 
Sunday, 8 & 11 AM 
Daily Liturgy: 
Tuesday-Friday, 8 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Wednesday, 8:30-7:30 PM 
Reconciliation: 
Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Saturday, 3:30-4:30 PM 
First Fridays, 8:30-9:30 AM 
First Friday Devotion: 
Following Daily Mass on 
First Fridays 

 

  CLERGY  
Pastor: 
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 
awyrostek@diorc.org 
Deacons: 
Walt Wilson, Retired 
John Osnes josnes@diorc.org 
Greg Sass gsass@diorc.org 

 

  STAFF  
Parish Administrative 
Assistant & SEC 
Katie Harwood 
katie.harwood@olbh.org 
Coordinator of PreK-12 Faith 
Formation 
Rhonda Gehlsen 
rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org 
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation & Evangelization  
Amy Haakenson 
amy.haakenson@olbh.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek 
lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Todd Phillipe 
todd.phillipe@olbh.org 
Bookkeeper 
Lorinda Collings 
lorinda.collings@olbh.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

November 6-7, 2021 – The Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
 

“This poor widow, form her poverty, has contributed 
all she had, her whole liivelihood.”  

(Mk 12:44) 
 

 

        
       

       
       

        
 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists 
to proclaim the joy of the Gospel 
to all creation and to transform 
lives with the Father’s mercy. 

mailto:olbh@olbh.org
mailto:awyrostek@diorc.org
mailto:josnes@diorc.org
mailto:gsass@diorc.org
mailto:katie.harwood@olbh.org
mailto:rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org
file://server1/Katie/Bulletin/amy.haakenson@olbh.org
mailto:lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org
mailto:todd.phillipe@olbh.org
mailto:Lorinda.collings@olbh.org


 

 

Fall Festival at OLBH 
Sunday, November 14th 
Please join us for the annual Fall Festival and 
Dinner. It will be held from 11:00 – 1:30 PM. We are 
taking donations for the country store; crafts, baked 
goods, jams, etc., cakes for the cake walk, and bingo 
prizes. If you are working on crafts or jellies, for the 
Holidays please make extra to donate for our country 
store. Be creative. This is one of the biggest family 
events and fund-raisers of the year in our parish and 
community and we need the help of Everyone to 
make this event a success! Mark your calendars 
now!  
More information will follow in the coming weeks. If 
you have question or would like to help plan, contact:  
LaChel (Shelly) McCollar at 605 484-1510. 
We are having a silent auction for the Fall Festival 
on November 14. If you have items you would like to 
donate, please have them turned in by November 1. 
Contact Sheila for details 605-354-3551. 
 

 
 
 

Advent Celebration of the Feast of St. Lucia 
Come and celebrate St. Lucy this 
advent on Sunday, December 12th 
from 3-4:30 PM. This event is for 
the whole family! All ages are 
invited. Come and learn more 
about St. Lucy, make St. Lucy 
buns, enjoy some hot chocolate 
and end with a processional and an 
introduction to the liturgy of the 
hours. Call Amy in the office to 

RSVP so we can make sure to have enough dough for 
you and your family at 605-787-5168. 
 

 
 
Community Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 23rd at 7 PM at Grace United 
Methodist Church in Piedmont. Fr. Andrzej and Pastor 
John will lead an ecumenical service to aid all in giving 
thanks. There will be a collection of dry and canned 
goods benefiting the PV Food Pantry. 

Thank you for your donation. 
Please prayerfully consider automatic contributions via 
electronic withdrawal, check service, or at 
www.olbh.org/donate. Please prayerfully consider including 
the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and Our Lady 
of the Black Hills in your estate planning.   
 

 

Automatic Basket Total
Adopt a Seminarian 54                  -                   54                           
Sunday Collection 2,599            3,507          6,106                     
Rectory 31                  -                   31                           
Bottles of Hope -                     -                   -                              
Building Fund -                     125             125                         
Priest Retirement 50                50                           
Fall Festival -                   0
Total Contribution 2,684            3,682          6,365.42               

"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above" (Jas 1:17)
October 30-31, 2021

PARISH HAPPENINGS 
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   MASS & PRAYERS- Psalter Week III  
     
  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, November 8                                                     
7:30 AM Early Bird Bible Study 
No Mass  
 
Tuesday, November 9                                                     
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 
8 AM Mass for the repose of Betty Lou Williamson 
6 PM At Prayer with Mary Study 
 
Wednesday, November 10                                                          
Saint Leo the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church 
8 AM Mass for the repose of Betty Lou Williamson 
8:30-7:30 PM Adoration 
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
NO Confessions 
6:15-7:30 PM Faith Formation 
  
Thursday, November 11                                                      
Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop 
8 AM Mass for Robert Weaver 
9 AM Just Men Bible Study and Witness 
9 AM Women’s Bible Study 
6 PM Discovering Christ 
 
Friday, November 12                                                            
Saint Josaphat, Bishop, Martyr 
8 AM Mass at OLBH by Fr. Dan Juelfs for the 
repose of Dennis Schumacher 
8:30 AM Mass at St. Elizabeth Seton School 
Catholic Extension intention 
 
Saturday, November 13                                                  
Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
3:30-4:30 PM Confessions 
5 PM Mass –Live stream link on Facebook and 
OLBH.org for friends and benefactors of the 
Immaculate Heart Hermitage 
 
Sunday, November 14                                                       
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
8 AM Mass for Diocesan Masses for Life 
9:30-10:45 AM Faith Formation 
11 AM Mass for the community of Our Lady of 
the Black Hills and for our sister parishes special 
emphasis on the veterans of our parish 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for November: 
Pope’s Intention: People who suffer from depression. 
We pray that people who suffer from depression or 
burn-out will find support and a light that opens them up 
to life.  

Prayers for Life and Health Concerns 
These individuals are in special need of your prayers. 
To have someone placed on the prayer list, contact 

Katie in the office. 
• Edwin and Omel Weaver (parents of Bob Weaver) 
• Blanche Rieth • Jean Schacher • Bernard Wiehl 
• Sid and Mary Ann Pulaski • Maynard Traversie 
• Lowell Amiotte • Randy Oberle • Tracy Rudnick 

• Joan Wrobel (aunt of Rachael Held)   
• Doug Wermers • John Mizenko (brother of Jeff)  
• Vickie Crowley • Patti Cariveau • Marjorie Lee  

• Linda Weishaar • Duane Riedlinger • Cap Holzer 
• Marek Kopec • Brett Whealy • Jennifer Kinney 

• Robert Forest (father of Cathy Long)  
• Tony Corbine • Wayne Gamroth • Rachael Held 

• Tim Curns • Rayola Anderson  
• Dean Antonsen • Moneik Stephens 

• Christy Marie (sister of Linda Schacher) 
• Alicia Castor (niece of Kathleen and Lowell 

Amiotte) • Billy Hudson  
• John Mangen (brother-in-law of Diane Gittings) 

• Vonnie O’Dea (mother of Holly Phillips) 
• Carol Michaelson (mother of Linda Schacher) 

• Joyce DePaulo • Katie Niederwerder 
• John Mizenko Sr. (father of Jeff) • Norbert Liebig 

• Ruth O’Neil (mother of Lisa Katzenstein) 
• Jasper Wermers (grandson of Peggy and Doug) 
• Tim Keller (son-in-law of Cap and Arlene Holzer) 
• Craig Lindemann (Uncle of Maggie Whiteside) 

• The Nalley Family • Jean Scheope 
• Derek Dowdy (grandson of the Gittings) 

• Hudson Henry (great grandson/nephew of the 
Collings and Denekamps) 

Eucharistic Adoration 
For information on Adoration or to sign up to Adore or 
to fill in as a substitute, please contact Dave Allardyce 
at 791-2303. 

Prayer Chain Requests 
To request an intention for the prayer chain, please 
contact Sue Colgan at 431-0310 or at 
ssacolgan@gmail.com. 

Prayers for the Recently Deceased 
Harry Hirchert 

Samantha Denekamp 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                       MINISTRY & PRAYER                    
† Necrology †  

To remember in prayer for the repose of their souls. Those 
whose deaths are recorded in the parish; and the bishops, 
priests, and deacons that served the Diocese of Rapid City. 
 
November 8 Rose M. Crane (1999) 
 James D. Kennedy (2014) 
November 10  Msgr. Thomas W. Healy (1981) 

Rev. Bernard Fagan, S. J. (1997) 
November 12 Ella Shabino (1999) 
 Steven Arthur Long (2002) 
 John George Flohr (2019) 
November 14  Deacon Claude Sauer (2015) 
  

 
Ministry Schedule To become a liturgical minister or for more information contact Katie in the office. 

Mass Times Saturday, 11/13 
5 PM 

Sunday 11/14 
8 AM 

Sunday 11/14 
11 AM 

Presider Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej 

Altar Server 
Meaghan Allen - Lead 
Alexa Scherr 
Leighton Scherr 

Caleb Weishaar - Lead 
Marty Reeve 
Freddy Weishaar 

Joslyn Thompson - Lead 
Alex Daniel Acebo 
Robert Thompson 

Eucharistic 
Minister - Body 

Deacon John Osnes Deacon John Osnes Deacon John Osnes 

Hospitality 
Steve Colgan 
Sue Colgan 

Mike Coyle 
Barb Coyle 

LuElla and Jim Grieve 

Lector 
Teresa Thompson - 1st Reader 
Joni Osnes - 2nd Reader 

Marty Quinn - 1st Reader 
Joyce Williamson - 2nd Reader 

Laura Kelso - 1st Reader 
Craig Kelso - 2nd Reader (sub req.) 

Sacristan 
Phillip Thompson Gary Erickson 

Barbara Erickson 
Brad Blauvelt 
Matthew Blauvelt 
Mary Blauvelt 

 

 

Diocesan Annual Appeal 
 
Next Sunday, November 13th and 14th, we will all be asked to pledge support for 
our diocese and the many ministries it provides to our parishioners. Your 
charitable contribution brings Christ’s message to our families, friends, and 
neighbors. Today’s bulletin insert highlights the extent of the ministries that are 
supported by your gifts. 
 
We ask that you prayerfully consider helping the church through your generous 
charitable gift for our fellow Catholics in western South Dakota. 
 
 

 

Daily Readings 
Monday:   Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10; Lk 17:1-6 
Tuesday:  Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Wednesday: Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday:  Wis 7:22b–8:1; Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 175; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday:  Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab; Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday:  Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday:  Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32 

The weekly readings can be found anytime online on the USCCB website or by clicking: Weekly Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We hope you have enjoyed sharing in the celebration of 
the Mass with us. Whether you are new to the area or 
have lived here for years, coming to visit, or returning 
after a long break, you are invited to join our parish 
family. Please come again! We have opportunities for all 
ages and stages of faith. Please pick up a welcome packet 
from the counter in the gathering space. If you are 
passing through, we hope you will call our parish your 
“home away from home” and visit again soon! 

http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1


 

                                                                                                                                                                               COMMUNITY & DIOCESAN NEWS   
 

A different kind of prayer! 
Join us in Holy Cross Chapel at Terra Sancta for Taizé, 
a style of Christian worship practiced by the 
ecumenical Taizé community in France. It features 
repetitive singing of simple harmonized tunes, 
interspersed with Scripture readings, prayers, and 
periods of silence. We will have Taizé on the following 
Sundays at 5 pm: November 7 | December 19 | 
January 2 | February 13 | March 6 | and on April 10. 
Please use the Holy Cross Chapel entrance. 
Questions? Contact us at 605-716-0925.  
 
 

 
 

 
DEVOTED: A GOING DEEPER RETREAT  
Feb 18-20, 2022 | Terra Sancta Retreat Center This 
GOING DEEPER retreat is offered by the Diocese of 
Rapid City and geared towards high school youth that 
desire to grow deeper in faith. This retreat will provide 
an opportunity for those youth who have encountered 
Christ and are desiring to deepen their faith and 
relationship with Him. Through the teachings of Saint 
Francis De Sales and his book Introduction to the 
Devout Life the participants will gain a deeper 
understanding of devotion to Christ, prayer, virtue, and 
ways of examining their spiritual life and the practice of 
devotion. The retreat begins Friday at 5pm and ends 
at 3pm on Sunday. We will be lodging in the monastic 
wing at Terra Sancta – retreatants will be housed 2 to 
a room. The following meals are provided: Friday 
dinner; Saturday breakfast, lunch, and dinner; Sunday 
breakfast and lunch. You can learn more about the 
retreat and register at: www.godeeperretreat.com. 

 
 

 

 
We Stand before You, Holy Spirit Prayer 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 
 
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 
 
We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 
 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 
 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Prayer cards available on the counter in the Narthex or at 
https://www.olbh.org/we-stand-before-you--holy-spirit. 
 
 
 

 

2022 March for Life 
January 18-23, 2022 | Washington, D.C. 
Join youth and young adults from around the 
country for a pilgrimage to Washington D.C. to 
participate in the Annual March for Life on 
Friday, January 21, 2022. 
Our pilgrimage will kick off at 6:30pm Tuesday, 
January 18th, and end Sunday, January 23rd at 
the Cathedral for the 5:30pm Mass. This year we 
have a special opportunity to participate in 
the Students for Life National Pro-Life 
Summit  on Saturday.  
Cost: $600 (includes bus trip, hotel, snacks, 
entrance to the events, and an unforgettable 
experience witnessing to the sanctity of life.) All 
meals are on your own. The pilgrimage is open 
to all high school and college-aged students. 
Deposit of $100 due by December 13th, 2021. 
Full payment due by January 10th, 2022. 
SEATING IS LIMITED. REGISTER ASAP to 
reserve your spot!  

https://www.olbh.org/we-stand-before-you--holy-spirit
https://diorc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cac0a5abce834d914d27524e1&id=aaab5285b2&e=f344b39c16
https://diorc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cac0a5abce834d914d27524e1&id=aaab5285b2&e=f344b39c16


 

Advent Small Groups 
OLBH is organizing small groups to study 

Around the Advent Circle 
Begins late November and continues through Advent. 

The study digs into the upcoming Sunday readings for Advent.  
Registration is a first come, first served basis. 
REGISTER AT: OLBH.ORG/ADVENT-STUDY 

or call Amy at 605-787-5168 to register or to learn more. 
Study times: Sunday 9:30-10:45 led by Pamela Weaver 

Sunday 6 PM led by Lee Ann Den Otter 
Wednesday 6:15-7:30 PM led by Katie Harwood 
Friday 7 PM led by Lisa Katzenstein 

 

 
 

The giving tree has tags! 
Please take a tag and place it on an UNWRAPPED gift  

by December 15th. 
 

***We need help with wrapping gifts.*** 
We will wrap on December 16th from 9:15-4 PM. Help us for all or 

part of the wrapping process even an hour helps!  

https://www.olbh.org/advent-study
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Prepare for an amazing truth

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. November 2021

   Canonization is the process 
through which the Church 
acknowledges that, after an 
extensive investigation, a 
person demonstrated 
extraordinary virtue and 
is now in Heaven, 
face-to-face with God. 
Saints are offered to us 

as spiritual guides to lead us to God.
   The saints were real people who 

faced problems similar to our own. 
They allowed God’s grace to 

transform them. When we are 
facing dif�culties, trials, and 
temptations, we can look to 

the saints and be encouraged 
by their faithfulness. 

Happiness
    As a loving Father, God wants us to 
be happy. True happiness is: “Joy and 

beatitude over receiving the 
ful�llment of our vocation as 
creatures: a sharing in the 
divine nature and the vision of 
God. God put us into the 
world to know, love, and serve 
Him, and so come to the 
happiness of paradise” 
(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, # 1720). The 
happiness the world offers 
doesn’t last, but the happiness 
God offers is forever. 

 Nurture faith
  Spiritual 
growth 
doesn’t stop 
with formal religious 
education. To know God 
better, start with the Bible and 
consider adding spiritual 
reading. (Hint: ask a priest for 
recommendations.) Read so 
that you may learn more about 
God’s ways.     

Patience makes sense 
   Don’t be tempted to compare 
yourself to others. God’s plan 
for you is unique. “Be still 
before the Lord, 
and wait patiently 
for him; fret not 
yourself over him 
who prospers in 
his way” 
(Psalm 37:7).

   At Christmas we celebrate the truth 
that God came and lived among 
us. What’s even more 
amazing is that He will come 
again at our death or at the 
end of the world, whichever 
comes �rst. To help us 
prepare, the Church created 
the season of Advent, 
beginning this year on 
November 28. It is a 
watchful time during 
which we can …
   Live intentionally. If you 
knew that Jesus 
would come 
for you 
tomorrow, how 
would you 
spend today? 
Chances are you 
would devote the day 
to asking and granting forgiveness, 
spending time with loved ones, and 
preparing your heart for your Savior. 

Try to live each day that way.
   Pack light. Acquire graces rather 

than goods.  The graces come along 
when Jesus calls for you, but the 

goods stay behind. “But God said 
to him, 'You fool, this night your 
life will be demanded of you; and 
the things you have prepared, to 
whom will they belong?'” (Luke 
12:20).
   Straighten up. If Jesus 
came for you tomorrow, 

you would need to be in 
a state of grace to go 

with Him. Prepare 
now by never 
missing Mass, 

going to 
Confession 

regularly, 
performing heartfelt 

penance, and avoiding sin so that you’ll 
be ready to greet Jesus with joy anytime.
   The truth is, Jesus really could come 
tomorrow – or even today!

Why do Catholics
honor saints?

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Pastor
Our Lady of the Black Hills
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   In the Old Testament, the Jewish 
leader Judas Maccabee required his 
soldiers to offer prayers and sacri�ces 
for dead comrades who died wearing 
“magic” amulets in service of pagan 

gods – a serious violation 
of the covenant. “Turning 

to supplication, they 
prayed that the sinful 

deed might be fully 
blotted out” 

(Maccabees 12:42). By offering prayers 
on their behalf after their death, Judas 
Maccabee demonstrated his faith that 
the prayers could still bene�t the dead.
   In the New Testament, Jesus speaks of 
the sin of blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit that won’t be forgiven in this life 
or in the next (Matthew 12:32).  We 
conclude that other sins are forgiven in 
the next life.
   If we die in God’s friendship but still 
have attachment to venial sin, 
puri�cation will be necessary. It is 
dif�cult to see a beautiful landscape 
through a dirty window. To enjoy the 
view, the window must be cleaned. 
Likewise, Purgatory cleans us up so we 
can enjoy the view, in this case, the 
beati�c vision of God.

   November  17 – St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary (1231). The daughter of the 
King of Hungary, she married at the age 
of 14. Her beloved husband was killed 
after only six years of marriage. She 
joined the Secular Franciscan Order 
and spent her life caring for the poor.
   November 21 – Solemnity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe. God promised his people a 
king who will be triumphant over their 
enemies. Jesus is our King. In Baptism 
and Con�rmation, we are brought 
under His kingship.

   November 22 – St. Cecilia (230). A 
native of Rome, St. Cecilia was forced 
to marry although she wanted to 
consecrate herself to God. She 
eventually converted her husband and 
both were martyred for the faith.
   November 28 - First Sunday in 
Advent. During Advent, we prepare to 
celebrate Jesus’ coming at 
Christmas 2,000 years 
ago at Bethlehem. For 
four weeks, we light 
candles in an Advent 
wreath and recall 
that Jesus is the 
“Light of the 
world” (John 
8:12).

   Studies show that people who are thankful are less likely to 
be depressed or unhappy, and �nd they enjoy simple 
pleasures like sunsets and good health. Here is how you 
can join them …
   Calculate your ratio. For three days straight, keep 
track of how many times you think grateful thoughts 
versus complaining. This is your Grateful to 
Grumbling Ratio. The higher your G2G Ratio, the 
happier you will be.
   Gather inspiration. Ask others what inspires their 
gratitude. You will probably discover something for which 

you can also be thankful but haven’t thought of.
   Fast. Forgo something you like such as food, TV, the 
internet. It will make you thankful for it when you get 
it back.
   Guard the company you keep. Attitudes are 
contagious. Do the people around you encourage 
gratitude or griping? Consider changing your 
environment or your friends to lean toward gratitude.

 Detach. Have you noticed that the people who 
have the least seem the happiest? Take stock of your 

possessions. Keep only what you need.

Thankfulness is good for the health

   The virtues of patience and 
perseverance aren’t strengths for most of 
us. Often the concerns of daily life 
overshadow our pursuit of 
holiness. We can get lured 
into sin by the comforts and 
pleasures the world has to 
offer. We can forget our 
ultimate goal is Heaven. 
Knowing this, Jesus 
warned His followers 
about the end times, hoping 
to shake them (and us) out of 
“drowsy” complaisance.
   Imagine the terrifying scene Jesus 
described – the shaking of the earth, sea, 
and sky and people dying of fright. In the 
midst of that terror, though, people living 

in God’s friendship will have no reason 
to fear. The key is, He said, to stay on 

guard against sin and worldly 
pleasure.

   Advent is a time of 
waiting for the 
coming of Christ. 
God has promised us 
that if we are faithful 
to Him, we will be 

rewarded. This is a 
time when we must 

pray for patience and 
perseverance to keep us ready 

for the arrival of our Savior. Then we 
can hold our heads high and stand 
con�dent expecting our promised 
reward.

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36, 
the Advent of hope

Is our belief in 
Purgatory rooted 
in the Bible?
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Thirty-second Sunday  
in Ordinary Time
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GROW    AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

When it comes to money, I’m a worrier. Just ask my husband 
how I reacted when he had the audacity to pay for shipping! 
I shop carefully, armed with coupons. I’ve always been a 
saver, making sure to contribute to retirement, life insurance, 
and the “what-if-the-roof-comes-down” fund. Being fiscally 
responsible is a good thing, but the quest for financial secu-
rity as the ultimate good is a fool’s errand. God is the true 
provider of all that we need, and what we have finds its fulfill-
ment in service to him. The widows in today’s readings knew 
that too well. In the first reading, a mother and son are down 
to their last bites of food, facing starvation and death. Yet she 
gives her last morsels to the prophet Elijah. In the Gospel, the 
widow gives generously, not of her surplus, but of her entire 
livelihood. Both women exhibit utter and complete trust in 
God, and a generosity that knows no bounds. As we study 
today’s Scripture, they teach the worriers among us that God 
will and does provide, and that the more we give away, the 
greater our reward in this life and the next. 

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Do you ever get that knock on the door from a Cub Scout 
selling popcorn just when you’re about to put dinner on the 
table or run out to a ballgame? Or perhaps you already have 
a full calendar and suddenly a neighbor really needs your 
help with an errand or a household emergency – and there 
goes a whole afternoon! Today’s readings invite us to set 
aside whatever “sticks we are gathering” and welcome the 
“Elijah moments.” They encourage us to give a bit of our-
selves away, whether it’s time, money, or attention. In doing 
so, we give witness to the paradox of the Christian life – that 
the more we give away the more we are rewarded. We also 
set a positive example for our children and others, who will 
see our generosity in action.

SERVE    Even the budgeters among us can do this! Look 
ahead at your budget. In addition to regular expenditures and 
giving, look at something you can sacrifice – a meal out, a 
new sweater, a movie night – and decide as a family how you 
would like to use the extra money and/or time to help others. 
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Place your 

ad here 

contact the office for details 

Please let these advertisers know you saw their ad in the OLBH bulletin! 

FLOTTMEYER QUARTER
HORSES 

“Trust in the Lord” 
but tie up your horse.

Mel and Brenda Flottmeyer 
21656 Piedmont Meadows Road, 
Piedmont, SD 57769 605 391-4141 

Lucky98ranch@centurylink.net 

Like us on Facebook at Flottmeyer 
 Quarter Horses 

225 Main Street, Ste 200, Rapid City, SD 57701 
605 348-5228 

Monday-Friday 10-5:30, Saturday 10:00-4:00 
Closed Sunday 

Place your ad  here! 
Call 787-5168! 

TWO locations to better serve our customers! 

*In House PDR
1755 S Valley Dr 3340 W Chicago St 

605-342-5911 605-342-2103
melsautobody@hotmail.com • www.melsautobody.com 

auto • home 
life • ranch 

farm • business 605-348-6086

WE NEED 
YOUR AD 

HERE! 
787-5168

For information on ads or to place an ad, please contact Katie at 787-5168 or email olbh@olbh.org 

Lodging Rooms | Meeting Space 
Catering | Chapels

605-716-0925 | http://terrasancta.org

Place your ad  here! 
Call 787-5168! 

Siding
Roofing
Decks
Home  
  Repair

Mark Flottmeyer

Pre-Paid Funeral Trusts Available
Ozzie Osheim  Robb Schmidt

Terry L. Gilbertson, CFSP Jes Scott
Dwight Edstrom Robert Broderick

Ph: 605-343-0077 Email: osheimfh@rushmore.com
2700 Jackson Blvd. | www.osheimschmidt.com

Locally ownedand operated

mailto:Lucky98ranch@centurylink.net
mailto:melsautobody@hotmail.com
http://www.melsautobody.com/
mailto:olbh@olbh.org
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