
 

 

Jubilation from John 
This Sunday, eleven of our children will receive Communion for the first time (they 

join two others who received at Easter Vigil and another who will receive later in 
California).  First Communion Sunday always reminds me of Msgr. Arthur Doyle (†1994) 
who was the pastor of OLBH when our oldest daughter was a First Communicant.  
Although it has been 30 years, I still recall the little jingle that Msgr. Doyle taught all First 
Communicants: It looks like bread, it tastes like bread, but it isn’t bread. It is the Body of 
Christ. 

At a second-grade level, Msgr. Doyle’s jingle clearly expressed what the Church 
teaches and believes: “In the most blessed sacrament of the Eucharist ‘the body and blood, 
together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ and, therefore, the whole Christ 
is truly, really, and substantially contained’” (CCC 1374).  But as St. Thomas Aquinas said, 
the Real Presence of Christ under the appearance of bread and wine is something that 
“cannot be apprehended by the senses, but only by faith, which relies on divine authority” 
(CCC 1381). 

These statements from the Catechism definitively and unequivocally profess what you 
and I as Catholics should believe.  However, a recent Pew survey revealed that only one-
third of U.S. Catholics agree with this central teaching.  Possibly the widespread doubt in 
the Eucharistic miracle stems from an understanding that has remained at the level of a 
second-grade jingle—an emphasis on “what” with little comprehension of “why.”   

A more mature understanding of the Mass reveals not only “what” the bread and wine 
become, but also “why” the Real Presence of Christ is absolutely essential.  “The Mass is at 
the same time, and inseparably, the sacrificial memorial in which the sacrifice of the cross 
is perpetuated and the sacred banquet of communion with the Lord’s body and blood” 
(CCC 1382).  These dual dimensions of the Mass cannot be approached, much less attained 
without the body and blood, soul and divinity of Christ being substantially present under 
the appearance of bread and wine. 

Just as Jesus sacrificed himself on the cross to the Father in atonement for sin, so we 
continue to offer him to the Father in the bloodless sacrifice of the Mass for our 
redemption.  Indeed, one of the fruits of receiving Holy Communion is “cleansing us from 
past sins and preserving us from future sins” (CCC 1393).  The Lord spoke plainly about the 
necessity of receiving and communing with his body and blood: “Truly, I say to you, unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you; he who eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day” (Jn 6:53-
54).  These words would ring hollow for you and me and be ineffectual without his Real 
Presence in the sacred banquet of communion. 

This Sunday, as we celebrate our children’s first reception of Holy Communion, may 
each of us accept with child-like faith “what” we are invited to receive: the body and blood, 
soul and divinity of the Risen Christ—and may we come to more fully appreciate “why” his 
Real Presence is essential: as a sacrificial offering to the Father and as the sacred food 
necessary for eternal life. 
Keep the Faith! 

 
Deacon John 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             CONTACT                                                                              
605.787.5168 - OLBH.ORG 

olbh@olbh.org 
12365 Sturgis Road 
Piedmont, SD 57769 

Office Open M-F 
8:30-2:30 PM 

 

     LITURGY & PRAYER  
Sunday Liturgy: 
Saturday, 5 PM 
Sunday, 8 & 11 AM 
Daily Liturgy: 
Tuesday-Friday, 8 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Wednesday, 8:30-7:30 PM 
Reconciliation: 
Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Saturday, 3:30-4:30 PM 
First Fridays, 8:30-9:30 AM 
First Friday Devotion: 
Following Daily Mass on 
First Fridays 

 

  CLERGY  
Pastor: 
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 
awyrostek@diorc.org 
Deacons: 
Walt Wilson, Retired 
John Osnes josnes@diorc.org 
Greg Sass gsass@diorc.org 

 

  STAFF  
Parish Administrative 
Assistant & SEC 
Katie Harwood 
katie.harwood@olbh.org 
Coordinator of PreK-12 Faith 
Formation 
Rhonda Gehlsen 
rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org 
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation & Evangelization  
Amy Haakenson 
amy.haakenson@olbh.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek 
lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Todd Phillipe 
todd.phillipe@olbh.org 
Bookkeeper 
Lorinda Collings 
lorinda.collings@olbh.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

April 30-May 1, 2022 – Third Sunday of Easter – C 
 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to  
receive power and riches, wisdom, and strength,  

honor and glory and blessing!”  
(Rev 5:12) 

 

        
       

       
       

        
 

The Saturday Vigil Mass at 5 PM is 
livestreamed on the Our Lady of 
the Black Hills Facebook page and 
then posted on olbh.org. 
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Form  You r  Con scien ce  – New  Pa ra gra p h s  
I in v it e  y ou  t h is  w eek  t o  w ork  on  t h e  Ca t ech ism  
of t h e  Ca t h olic Ch u rch  p a ra gra p h s  1878-1896.  
Plea se  r ea d ,  r e flect ,  a n d  p ra y  w it h  t h ese  
p a ra gra p h s .  We  w ill con t in u e  t ow a rd  form in g t h e  
con scien ce  n ex t  w eek .   
-Fr .  An d rz e j 
 

 
 

Te rra  Sanc ta  10 th Annive rsa ry Ce le b ra t ion 
The re  will be  a  de d ication annive rsary Mass and  
Re ce p tion of Te rra  Sanc ta  on May 10 , 2022. Exposition 
will take  p lace  at 8:30  AM and  Adoration will continue  
throughout the  day with Be ne d ic tion at 4:30  PM. 
Bishop  Pe te r Muhich will ce le b rate  Mass at 5:30  PM in 
Holy Cross Chape l. A re ce ption will follow in the  re tre at 
ce nte r m ade  possib le  by a  ge ne rous donation from  the  
Our Lady of the  Black Hills parish. Ple ase  RSVP at 
http s:/ / te rrasancta .org / e ve nt/ annive rsary-m ass-
re ce ption/ .  
 
Ste ub e nville  Fund ra ise r 
We  have  Qdoba cards! The re  is $70  worth of savings 
on the  coupon cards and  the  cards are  only $10. The  
stude nts re ce ive  $9 back for e ve ry card  the y se ll. Se e  
in Rhonda in the  office  to  buy your card  today. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Cursillo  
Spanish for a  “Short Course  in Christianity” is a  Pilg rim age  
of Faith. This e ncounte r is  3 full days that im m e rse  
partic ipants in God’s Love  and  Joy and  p roduce s an 
e ffe c tive  support syste m  for Christians on the ir journe y 
to m aintain a  life  of g race  and  be  p re pare d  to share  the  
Good  Ne ws with a  hurting  world .  
Me n’s We e ke nd  – May 5 – 8, Sioux Sp iritual Ce nte r, 
Wom e n’s We e ke nd  – Octobe r 27-30 , Te rra  Sanc ta .  
For inform ation contac t: Kathy Acke rm an 406-939-2686 
dche althycom m @yahoo.com . 
 

 
 
 
Pra y for our Firs t  Com m union Stud e nts  

Ple ase  p ray for the  First 
Com m union stude nts who 
re ce ive d  the  Holy Eucharist for 
the  first tim e  this we e ke nd . Ella  
White side , Bryce  Hough, Eloise  
Harwood , Isaac  Hoite n, Josse lin 
Hunt, Kase n We st, Layla  Cox, 
Le slie  Katze nste in, Make nzie  
Wilson, Tom m y Falcone , Tripp  

Burre ss, and  Zoe y Larson.

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to transform lives with the Father’s mercy.             PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Thank you for your donation. 
Please prayerfully consider automatic contributions via 
electronic withdrawal, check service, or at 
www.olbh.org/donate. Please prayerfully consider including 
the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and Our 
Lady of the Black Hills in your estate planning.   
 

 

Automatic Basket Total
Adopt a Seminarian 54                  -                   54                           
Sunday Collection 2,759            2,808          5,567                     
Rectory 42                  -                   -                              
St. Vincent de Paul -                     -                   
Building Fund -                     100             
Priest Retirement -                   
Steubenville 866.05
Total Contribution 2,855            2,908          6,486.84               

"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above" (Jas 1:17)
April 23-24, 2022
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   MASS & PRAYERS- Psalter Week III Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to transform lives with the Father’s mercy.          
  

We e kly Sche d u le  
 

Mond a y, Ma y 2                                                                
Sa int  Atha na sius , Bishop , Doc tor of the  
Church 
7:30  AM Early Bird  Bib le  Study 
No Ma ss  
7:15-9:15 PM The ology on Tap  a t the  OLBH 
Re ctory 
 

Tue sd a y, Ma y 3                                                               
SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES 
8 AM Ma ss for Dave  and  Gloria Allardyce    
6  PM St. Vince nt de  Paul 
 

We d ne sd a y, Ma y 4                                                           
8  AM Ma ss for the  re pose  of Raym ond  Sass  
8:30-3 PM Ad ora t ion 
9-12 Noon Food  Pantry Ope n 
6 PM Wake  for We nze l Kovarik 
  

Thursd a y, Ma y 5                                                             
8  AM Ma ss for the  re pose  of Euge ne  Frank 
William son 
9 AM Me n’s Bib le  Study 
9 AM Wom e n’s Bib le  Study 
10:30  AM Fune ra l of We nze l Kovarik 
7 PM Knights of Colum bus Me e ting  
 

Frid a y, Ma y 6                                                                     
8 :30  AM Ma ss a t St. Elizabe th Se ton School for 
the  re pose  of Earl Gre e n 
 

Sa tu rd a y, Ma y 7                                                                
9-12 Noon Food  Pantry Ope n 
3:30-4:30  PM Confe ssions 
5 PM Ma ss for Dioce san Masse s for Life   
 

Sund a y, Ma y 8                                                                        
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
8 AM Ma ss for the  r com m unity of OLBH and  
for our Siste r Parishe s 
11 AM Ma ss for Mothe rs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Inte ntions of the  Holy Fathe r for May: 
Pope ’s Inte ntion: For faith-fille d  young  pe op le . We  
p ray for a ll young  pe op le , calle d  to live  life  to  the  
fulle st; m ay the y se e  in Mary’s life  the  way to liste n, 
the  de p th of d isce rnm e nt, the  courage  that fa ith 
ge ne rate s, and  the  de d ication to se rvice . 

Praye rs for Life  and  He alth Conce rns 
The se  ind ivid uals are  in spe c ia l ne e d  of your p raye rs. To have  
som e one  p lace d  on the  p raye r lis t, contact Katie  in the  office . 

Ed win  a nd  Om e l We ave r (pare nts of Bob  We ave r) 
Blanche  Rie th  | Je an  Scha che r | Be rna rd  Wie hl 

 Sid  a nd  Mary Ann Pu la ski | Ma rjorie  Le e  
Lowe ll Am iot te  | Rand y Ob e rle  | Tracy Rud nick 

Joa n  Wrob e l (aunt of Rachae l He ld ) | Ana  Ma ria  Killion   
Vickie  Crowle y | Ca p  Holze r | Lind a  Scha che r 

Doug  We rm e rs  | Ge orge  Bra d stre am  
Gloria  Alla rd yce  | Bre t t  Whe a ly | Je nnife r Kinne y 

Rob e rt  Fore st  (fa the r of Cathy Long) | Joyce  Kinne y 
Tony Corb ine  | Wayne  Gam roth  | Lillian  Ha lve rson 

Tim  Curns | De a n Antonse n  | Billy Hud son 
Chris ty Marie  (siste r of Linda Schache r)  

Alic ia  Ca stor (nie ce  of Kathle e n and  Lowe ll Am iotte )  
Troye  Rhod e s (g re at ne phe w of Wade )  

J im  & Vonnie  O’De a  (pare nts of Holly Phillip s) 
Ca rol Micha e lson  (m othe r of Linda Schache r) 

Joyce  De Pa u lo  | John Mize nko Sr. (fa the r of Je ff)  
Norb e rt  Lie b ig  | The  Na lle y Fam ily | Je a n  Sche op e  

Ru th  O’Ne il (m othe r of Lisa  Katze nste in) 
Ja sp e r We rm e rs  (g randson of Pe ggy and  Doug) 
Tim  Ke lle r (son-in-law of Cap  and  Arle ne  Holze r) 

Cra ig  Lind e m ann (Uncle  of Magg ie  White side ) 
Kit  Soyland  | Ke vin  & Ju lie  Sp ors  | Ba rb  Coyle  
Frank We yrich  (b rothe r-in-law of Marc ia  Se nn) 

Cre sce nc ia  Ya ne z (aunt of Bre nda Mize nko) 

Eucharistic  Adoration 
To sign up  to Adore  or to  fill in as a  substitute , p le ase  
contac t Dave  Allardyce  at 605-791-2303. 

Praye r Chain Re que sts 
To re que st an inte ntion for the  p raye r chain, contac t 
Shane sa at 605-786-4240 by te xt or le ave  a  m e ssage  
or by e m ail a t shane sarhode s@gm aill.com . 

Praye rs for the  De p loye d  Me m be r of our Parish 
Chris Hunt • Que nte n Johnson 

 

Praye rs for the  De ce ase d  of our Parish 
We nze l Kovarik 

Katie  Nie de rwe rde r 



 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to transform lives with the Father’s Mercy.                      MINISTRY & PRAYER                    
 
† Ne cro log y †  

To re m e m be r in p raye r for the  re pose  of the ir souls. 
Those  whose  de aths  are  re corde d  in the  parish; and  the  
b ishops, p rie sts , and  de acons that se rve d  the  Dioce se  
of Rapid  City. 

 

Ma y 3 Re v. Andre w Ge rard  Morvay (2008) 
 Be tte  Shre ve  (1998) 
 Tim othy Robe rt She e ly (2014) 
Ma y 4 Martin L. “Marty” Jolle y (2011) 
Ma y 5 Re v. Vince nt I. Fre nch, O.S.B. (1940) 
 Te rry Le e  Whalin (1954) 
Ma y 6 Re v. Jose ph Ford , S.C.J. (1984) 
 Ve rnon C. Hirche rt (1998) 
 

Minist ry Sche d u le   
Ma ss Tim e s Sa tu rd ay 5 PM 

May 7 
Sund ay 8  AM 

May 8 
Sund ay 11 AM 

May 8 
Pre sid e r Fr. Andrze j Fr. Andrze j Fr. Andrze j 

Alta r Se rve r 
Me aghan Alle n -  Le ad  
Pe yton Foste r 
Em e rson Harwood 

Fre ddy We ishaar -  Le ad  
Marty Re e ve  

Mya Lyon -  Le ad  
Ale x Danie l Ace bo 
Dakota Lyon 

Eucha ris t ic  Minis te r - 
Bod y 

De acon John Osne s De acon John Osne s De acon John Osne s 

Hosp ita lity Alan and  Marie  Runde ll Gary & Sandy Langfe ld t Cathy Long 
Richard  Long 

Le c tor 

Jonathan Alle n -  1st 
Re ade r 
Joyce  Kinne y -  2nd  
Re ade r 

Marty Quinn -  1st Re ade r 
Je re m y Thom pson -  2nd  
Re ade r 

Joni Osne s -  1st Re ade r 
Tony Be re ndse  -  2nd  
Re ade r 

Sa c ris ta n 
Kathy Van Asm a Bob  We ave r Brad  Blauve lt 

Matthe w Blauve lt 
Mary Blauve lt 

 
 
 

Da ily Re ad ing s 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Duc in Altum 

June 26-30, 2022 
Entering grades 1-12! 

Registration is coming soon! 
  

Mond a y:   Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; Jn 6:22-29 
Tue sd a y:  1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14 
We d ne sd a y: Acts 8:1b -8; Ps 66:1-3a , 4-5, 6-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursd a y: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 ; Jn 6:44-51 
Frid a y:  Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
Sa tu rd a y:  Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Jn 6:60-69 
Sund a y:  Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Re v 7:9, 14b-17; Jn 10:27-30 

The  we e kly re ad ings are  found  anytim e  online  on the  USCCB we bsite  or by c licking : We e kly Re ad ings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We hope you have enjoyed sharing in the celebration of 
the Mass with us. Whether you are new to the area or 
have lived here for years, coming to visit, or returning 
after a long break, welcome to our parish family. Please 
come again! We have opportunities for all ages and 
stages of faith. Please pick up a welcome packet from the 
counter in the gathering space. If you are passing 
through, we hope you will call our parish your “home 
away from home” and visit again soon! 

http://www.usccb.org/calendar/index.cfm?showLit=1


 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists to proclaim the joy of the Gospel to all creation and to transform lives with the Father’s mercy.   COMMUNITY & DIOCESAN NEWS   
 

Corp us Chris t i Ma ss  & Proce ssion 
SAVE THE DATE! A Dioce san Corpus Christi Mass & 
Proce ssion will be  he ld  Sunday, June  19, 2022, a t the  
Cathe dra l of Our Lady of Pe rpe tual He lp  in Rap id  
City.  Mass with Bishop  Pe te r M. Muhich will be g in a t 
3:00  pm  with a  Eucharistic  Proce ssion to follow to 
the  Me m oria l Park Bandshe ll. The  Knights of 
Colum bus Councils in Rap id  City and  Pie dm ont are  
sponsoring  a p icnic afte r the  Proce ssion. Eve ryone  is  
invite d  to this Dioce san Fe ast Day ce le b ra tion as we  
be g in the  thre e -ye ar National Eucharistic  Re vival, 
but we  e xte nd  a  spe cia l invitation to a ll First 
Com m unicants – p le ase  com e  and  join us in your 
First Com m union c lothe s and  lay flowe r pe ta ls on 
the  g round  in front of our Eucharistic  Lord .  Bring  a 
wate r bottle  and  a  lightwe ight b lanke t to  sit on for 
the  p icnic . Those  who are  unab le  to walk the  whole  
route  of the  p roce ssion are  invite d  to  d rive  from  the  
Cathe dra l to Im m acula te  Conce ption Church (922 
5th St.) and  join the  p roce ssion for the  last ha lf-m ile . 
For m ore  inform ation and  to  le t us know you are  
com ing , p le ase  visit:  
http s:/ / www.rap idcityd ioce se .org / re vival/  
 
Colle g e  Schola rship  for Ca tholic  Se nior Girl 
A $1000 scholarship  is be ing  awarde d  to a  p rac ticing  
Catholic  Se nior Girl who will be  a  fre shm an in a  four-
ye ar colle ge  in the  fa ll of 2022 and  re side s in the  
Dioce se  of Rap id  City. This scholarship  is  the  
Hubbe ling  Fam ily Scholarship  in m e m ory of Jane t 
and  Edwin Hubbe ling . The  Rap id  City Court St. Rita  
# 916 adm iniste r this scholarship . For inform ation 
and  an app lica tion, e m ail your re que st a long  with 
your nam e , addre ss, and  phone  num be r to CDA 
Scholarship  Com m itte e , duduchan3@gm ail.com . 
Ple ase  note : All app lica tions m ust be  re turne d  to  the  
addre ss in the  app lication by Ma y 1, 2022. 
 
KW Pla ye rs  The a tre  Troup e  - Les Miséra bles  
The  KW Playe rs Catholic  Youth The atre  Troupe  will 
p re se nt its sp ring  p roduction, an orig inal adap ta tion 
of the  Vic tor Hugo nove l Les Miséra bles, on Friday, 
Ma y 13, at 7:00pm , and  Sunday, Ma y 15 a t 4:00pm , 
in the  Ble sse d  Sacram e nt the atre  room . The  KW 
Playe rs we re  founde d  in the  sp irit of Pope  St. John 
Paul II's Rhapsod ic The atre , form e d to p re se rve  
artistic  culture , and  oppose  Nazi oppre ssion in 1940s 
Poland . This pe rform ance  is  for age s 8 yrs. and  up  
and  adm ission is  fre e , se ating  is lim ite d . A nurse ry is  
p rovide d , and  a re ce ption will follow.   

 

 
 
WSDCF Fishing  tou rna m e nts  
The  We ste rn South Dakota Catholic  Foundation will 
host a  Fishing  Tournam e nt. Each parish is  
e ncourage d  to organize  a  te am  in support of the  
e ve nt. The  fishing  challe nge  occurs ove r thre e  
we e ke nds and  p roce e ds be ne fit the  se m inarians 
se rving  the  Rap id  City Dioce se . You can join any of 
the  thre e  site s liste d  or com e  and  a tte nd  the  fish fry. 
Re g iste r a t www.wsd cf.org / e ve nts. 
 
Ft. Pie rre , Sat., 6 / 4, Fische r’s Lilly Park 6:30  p .m . CT 
with Mass at St. John the  Evange list Church at 5:30  
p .m . CT 
 
Hot Springs, Angostora  Lake , Sat., 5/ 21, 9-3 p .m . 
 
Le m m on, Shade hill Re se rvoir, Sat., 6 / 25, 9-3 p .m . 
 
Raffle  ticke ts are  availab le  for $10  e ach or thre e  for 
$25. The re  will be  opportunitie s to win $500, $300 or 
$200 cash p rize s. Ne e d  not be  p re se nt to win. 
Conta c t  your p rie s t  for ra ffle  t icke ts .  
 

file://server1/Katie/Bulletin/www.wsdcf.org/events
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A Novena to the Holy Spirit for Our Confirmation Candidates 
Gabby Burress, Taylor Harrelson, Neveah Heid, Merrik Foster, Paige Phillips, Leighton Scherr 

 

The idea of a ‘novena’ – nine days of prayer – began with the time period between Jesus’ 
Ascension and Pentecost. In that time, the disciples were in hiding, out of fear, trying to figure 
out what to do next, but also gathered in prayer. The coming of the Holy Spirit, as the Lord had 
promised, on the tenth day, answered their questions. Filled with the power of the Spirit and 
given its gifts, they began to witness to the Lord’s death and resurrection far and near. 
 

Since Confirmation will be celebrated on May 14, we begin this novena of praying for our 
Confirmation candidates on May 6.  
 

Begin each day with this prayer: 
 

O Holy Spirit, Divine Consoler! I adore you as my True God. I give you praise with the angels and 
saints. I offer you my whole heart, and give you thanks for all you have given me. You shower 
your gifts on all the faithful. I ask you to visit our Confirmation candidates with your grace and 
love as they prepare to be sealed with your power at Confirmation. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the 
hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
  
Continue with the prayer of the appropriate day.  
 

Day 1 (May 6) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Give our Confirmation 
candidates wisdom that your will may be clear to them and that they may accept it. Grant them 
the gift of counsel that they may always perceive what is right. Strengthen them that they may 
always be capable of fulfilling your will. May you reconcile all divisions in their friendships and 
families, among nations, and in your Church. May the gift of knowledge help them work for 
reconciliation and peace. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them 
the fire of your love. 
 

Day 2 (May 7) O Holy Spirit, make our Confirmation candidates faithful in every thought, and 
grant that they may always listen to your voice, and watch for your light, and follow your 
gracious inspirations. Come, Holy Spirit, shine on them with the radiance of your love. May you 
help them to rejoice in the countless blessings God has given them and teach them to do God’s 
will. May your wisdom guide them, us, and all God’s people. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts 
of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 3 (May 8) You have called our Confirmation candidates to be members of the church, the 
body of Christ, and to be temples of the Holy Spirit. I ask you to give them these gifts: wisdom 
to seek you, understanding and knowledge of you, counsel to recognize you, the strength and 
the faith to hold fast to you, and awe that they might honor you. Make them true disciples of 
Christ, who was anointed by the Spirit to bring us Good News. May they act with justice, see 
Christ in the face of the poor and pray for those who mourn. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts 
of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
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Day 4 (May 9) Loving God, by the light of the Holy Spirit you instructed the hearts of the faithful. 
Give our Confirmation candidates, by the light of the same Holy Spirit, a love for what is right 
and just. May the Holy Spirit fill their hearts with love for you and respect all your creation. Give 
them the gift of reverence for you and all that you have made. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts 
of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 5 (May 10) Come, O Spirit of holiness, from the glory of heaven and send forth the radiance 
of your light. Father of all the poor, light and peace of all hearts, come with your countless gifts. 
May your gift of understanding enlighten our Confirmation candidates to grasp better Christ’s 
love for them and show them how to love others as he loves them. May they show their love by 
serving our brothers and sisters. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle 
in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 6 (May 11) Gracious God, I ask you to send the Holy Spirit, as you have promised. May your 
Spirit remind our Confirmation candidates when they forget you and the path you set before 
them. May the Spirit help them to remember your goodness, your wisdom and your unfailing 
mercy. Give them a new heart and place your Spirit within them. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the 
hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 7 (May 12) Come, Holy Spirit, creator of all things: come visit the hearts of our Confirmation 
candidates with your power. Fill the hearts you created with your grace. You are the source of 
life, light and love, and all that is good. Join us all together as your sons and daughters. Come, O 
Holy  Spirit, Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 8 (May 13) O Holy Spirit, life and light of the Church, give our Confirmation candidates 
thoughts higher than their own thoughts, and prayers better than their own prayers, and powers 
beyond their own powers, that they may love and live, imitating Jesus Christ, their Lord and 
Savior, May the gifts of wonder and awe enable them to reject sin, and may the Spirit of the 
Lord live in them as his temples. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle 
in them the fire of your love. 
 

Day 9 (May 14) Holy Spirit, grant our Confirmation candidates sight to see the wondrous promise 
of your love, insight to see their own weakness, and the grace to ask for your help and mercy. 
As they come to their Confirmation, may they be filled with zeal to proclaim the Gospel in joy 
and strength. Come, O Holy Spirit, Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire of 
your love. 
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