
 

The Christmas season is one of the most energy filled times in the year. People are rejoicing and 
looking for ways to be good to each other. Through words and deeds, we try to tell each other how 
important they are to us as we see in them the face of God. We try not to be cheap but at the same 
time we try to be responsible with our actions. Looking however at the gifts the Magi brought we 
can say without a doubt; the Magi were big spenders. The gifts they gave to Jesus were about the 
costliest items you could find in the ancient world. Not only that, they were exactly suited to their 
recipient: gold, a precious metal that was meant for royalty; frankincense, oil used for worship; 
and myrrh, a perfume used in anointing the departed, pointing toward Jesus’ passion and death. 

But what about us then? What can we give to Jesus today and in the year ahead? Actually, we can 
offer him something much more valuable than the Magi did —ourselves! He came to earth for us. 
He lived, died, and rose from the dead for us. The pearl of great price that Jesus gave everything 
for was us! How can we give him anything less than our lives? 

Unfortunately, many of us have a hard time seeing how valuable we are to the Lord. Instead of a 
shiny, gift-wrapped present, we may see ourselves as a dull, brown-paper package full of weakness 
and sin. But God is an expert at recycling! He doesn’t waste anything; even our flaws and our 
greatest failures can be the raw material he uses to teach us, to form us, and to accomplish his 
plans in us. As Isaiah wrote with such confidence, “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has 
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds 
cover the peoples; but upon you the LORD shines, and over you appear his glory.” (Is 60:1-2) 
Let’s not discount the treasure we have in these earthen vessels. We can give the Lord the gold of 
our talents and gifts, the frankincense of our prayer and worship, and even the myrrh of our 
sufferings and heartaches. We can release our pain to him, let him take it to his cross, and give us 
the healing we most need. The key is that we give control of our lives to him. As give control, we 
will be changed. We will become a gift to our brothers and sisters, and we will change their lives 
too! Lord, let this coming year be my gift to you! Take everything I have and use it to build your 
kingdom on this earth! 

In Christ, our Messiah, Fr. Andrzej 

Note: Town Hall Meetings 
The Town Hall Meetings on January 8-9, 2022, following all Masses  

The meetings will outline the Diocesan Strategic Plan 
Guiding principles of the Diocesan Strategic Plan include: 
[1] We will observe all relevant norms of Church doctrine and law. [2] We will not 
presume that the way it has always been is the way that it must be; under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit, we will learn and be open to change as we engage 
this process. [3] The strategic pastoral plan should include proposals for the 
recruitment, formation, affirmation and support for priests, deacons, religious, 
and lay leadership for ministry, and parishes. [4] We acknowledge not every part 
of the diocese, especially mission territory, functions according to the norms that 
typically govern parish structure and life. We will respect this diversity and work 
as one body to meet the needs of all. [5] The weekend Mass will remain central 
to our planning efforts. [6] The support and nuturing of healthy, viable parishes 
is paramount to our efforts. [7] Parish priests should not say more than four 
weekend Masses (2 per day). [8] Priests will not be asked or expected to serve 
beyond the canonical age of seventy-five. 

                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             CONTACT                                                                              
605.787.5168 - OLBH.ORG 

olbh@olbh.org 
12365 Sturgis Road 
Piedmont, SD 57769 

Office Open M-F 
8:30-2:30 PM 

 

     LITURGY & PARYER  
Sunday Liturgy: 
Saturday, 5 PM 
Sunday, 8 & 11 AM 
Daily Liturgy: 
Tuesday-Friday, 8 AM 
Eucharistic Adoration: 
Wednesday, 8:30-7:30 PM 
Reconciliation: 
Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 PM 
Saturday, 3:30-4:30 PM 
First Fridays, 8:30-9:30 AM 
First Friday Devotion: 
Following Daily Mass on 
First Fridays 

 

  CLERGY  
Pastor: 
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 
awyrostek@diorc.org 
Deacons: 
Walt Wilson, Retired 
John Osnes josnes@diorc.org 
Greg Sass gsass@diorc.org 

 

  STAFF  
Parish Administrative 
Assistant & SEC 
Katie Harwood 
katie.harwood@olbh.org 
Coordinator of PreK-12 Faith 
Formation 
Rhonda Gehlsen 
rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org 
Coordinator of Adult Faith 
Formation & Evangelization  
Amy Haakenson 
amy.haakenson@olbh.org 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek 
lorraine.ptacek@olbh.org 
Maintenance Coordinator 
Todd Phillipe 
todd.phillipe@olbh.org 
Bookkeeper 
Lorinda Collings 
lorinda.collings@olbh.org  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

January 1-2, 2022 – The Epiphany of the Lord – C 
 

“They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they 
opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh.” (Mt. 2:11) 
 

        
       

       
       

        
 

Our Lady of the Black Hills exists 
to proclaim the joy of the Gospel 
to all creation and to transform 
lives with the Father’s mercy. 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church  

What is a catechism and how do you use it? What 
information is in the Catechism? Join us for an 8-
session series beginning Monday January 10th, 
from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. 
 
OLBH Retreat Opportunities Dates TBD 
Solo or Couple Retreats at Sioux Spiritual 
Center 
There is an opportunity for members of OLBH to 
have a weekend retreat in a serene environment to 
connect with Jesus and our faith. The Sioux Spiritual 
Center located near Howes SD is a wonderful retreat 
home, where Carol Brown guides guests in the 
Ignatian Spiritual exercises. If this interests you, 
singles, couples, or portion of couples, please 
contact me, Bob Weaver at 605-389-6934.  
Men Needed - Working Retreat – Dates TBD 
There are opportunities for two different retreats 
based on interest. Please let me know if you have 
any questions regarding either retreat. If this 
interests you, please contact me, Bob Weaver at 
605-389-6934.  
A retreat at OLBH would be a Saturday starting with 
prayer and working our way through different 
projects that need some elbow grease. At the Sioux 
Spiritual Center, it could be a Friday/Saturday, or 
come out Friday evening and work Saturday. Both 
locations would be looking at finishing with the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 PM. If you are concerned 
whether you can help due to age or ability, your 
expertise in oversight of different projects is 
valuable, you may also consider spending time 
praying for the men working in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament during the retreat. 

  
 
At Prayer with Mary 
A small group study on scripture, Catholic teaching, Marian 
prayer, and the rosary. Enhance your appreciation of 
Mary’s place in today’s world. Seven sessions led by 
Pamela Weaver on the life and mystery of Mary will take 
place on Sundays from 9:30-10:45 AM in St. Joseph’s Hall 
beginning January 9th. Register by calling Amy in the 
office at 787-5168 or just show up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH HAPPENINGS 

Thank you for your donation. 
Please prayerfully consider automatic contributions via 
electronic withdrawal, check service, or at 
www.olbh.org/donate. Please prayerfully consider including the 
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation and Our Lady of 
the Black Hills in your estate planning.  

 
 
 

 

Automatic Basket Total
Adopt a Seminarian 54                  -                   54                           
Sunday Collection 2,599            8,401          11,000                   
Rectory 31                  -                   31                           
Bottles of Hope -                     -                   -                              
Immaculate Conceptio -                     -                   421                         
Bulletin Ad -                   400                         
Food Pantry 0
Total Contributions 2,684            8,401          11,905.25             

"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above" (Jas 1:17)
December 24-25, 2021

Automatic Basket Total
Adopt a Seminarian 54                  600             654                         
Sunday Collection 2,599            14,877       17,477                   
Rectory 31                  -                   31                           
Bottles of Hope -                     -                   -                              
Building Fund -                     100             100                         
Priest Retirement -                   -                              
Food Pantry 50
Total Contributions 2,684            15,577       18,311.13             

"All good giving and every perfect gift is from above" (Jas 1:17)
26-Dec-21

file://server1/Katie/Bulletin/www.olbh.org/donate


 

   MASS & PRAYERS- Psalter Week II  
     
  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday, January 3                                                    
The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
7:30 AM Early Bird Bible Study 
No Mass  
7:15-9:15 PM Theology on Tap at the OLBH 
Rectory 
 

Tuesday, January 4                                                     
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
8 AM Mass for the repose of Marjory Konechne 
6 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 5                                                    
Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
8 AM Mass for the repose of Michael Cariveau 
8:30-7:30 PM Adoration 
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
5:30-6:30 PM Confessions 
6:15-7:30 PM Faith Formation 
  

Thursday, January 6                                                  
Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 
8 AM Mass for Tom and Mary Lyn Lynch 
9 AM “Just Men” Bible Study 
7 PM Knights of Columbus 
 
Friday, January 7                                                         
Saint Raymond Penyafort, Priest 
8 AM Mass at OLBH for Jer & Jenna and Family 
First Friday Devotion 
8:30 AM Mass at St. Elizabeth Seton School 
for Bill Honeycutt 
 

Saturday, January 8                                                  
9-12 Noon Food Pantry Open 
3:30-4:30 PM Confessions 
5 PM Mass for the repose of Clay Wilson 
6 PM TOWN HALL MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 9                                                       
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
8 AM Mass for Diocesan Masses for Life 
9 AM TOWN HALL MEETING 
9:30 AM RCIA Class 
9:30-10:45 Faith Formation 
11 AM Mass for the community of OLBH and our 
sister parishes emphasis on RCIA candidates 
12 NOON TOWN HALL MEETING 
2-4:30 PM Following Christ 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Intentions of the Holy Father for January: 
Pope’s Intention: For true human fraternity. We pray for 
all those suffering from religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own rights and dignity be 
recognized, which originate from being brothers and 
sisters in the human family. 

Prayers for Life and Health Concerns 
These individuals are in special need of your prayers. To have 
someone placed on the prayer list, contact Katie in the office. 

• Edwin and Omel Weaver (parents of Bob Weaver) 
• Blanche Rieth • Jean Schacher • Bernard Wiehl 
• Sid and Mary Ann Pulaski • Maynard Traversie 
• Lowell Amiotte • Randy Oberle • Tracy Rudnick 

• Joan Wrobel (aunt of Rachael Held)   
• Vickie Crowley • Marjorie Lee  

• Cap Holzer • Doug Wermers • George Bradstream 
• Marek Kopec • Brett Whealy • Jennifer Kinney 

• Robert Forest (father of Cathy Long)  
• Tony Corbine • Wayne Gamroth • Rachael Held 

• Tim Curns • Rayola Anderson • Dave Noble 
• Dean Antonsen • Moneik Stephens 

• Christy Marie (sister of Linda Schacher) 
• Alicia Castor (niece of Kathleen and Lowell Amiotte) • 
Billy Hudson • Les Weishaar • Troye Rhodes (great 

nephew of Wade) 
• John Mangen (brother-in-law of Diane Gittings) 
• Jim & Vonnie O’Dea (parents of Holly Phillips) 
• Carol Michaelson (mother of Linda Schacher) 

• Joyce DePaulo • Katie Niederwerder 
• John Mizenko Sr. (father of Jeff) • Norbert Liebig 

• Ruth O’Neil (mother of Lisa Katzenstein) 
• Jasper Wermers (grandson of Peggy and Doug) 
• Tim Keller (son-in-law of Cap and Arlene Holzer) 
• Craig Lindemann (Uncle of Maggie Whiteside) 

• The Nalley Family • Jean Scheope 
• Derek Dowdy (grandson of the Gittings) 

• Hudson Henry (great grandson/nephew of the Collings 
and Denekamps) • Kit Soyland 

Eucharistic Adoration 
For information on Adoration or to sign up to Adore or 
to fill in as a substitute, please contact Dave Allardyce 
at 791-2303. 

Prayer Chain Requests 
To request an intention for the prayer chain, please 
contact Sue Colgan at 431-0310 or at 
ssacolgan@gmail.com. 

Prayers for the Recently Deceased 
Janice Kosters 
Morris Brosnan 
Linda Weishaar 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                       MINISTRY & PRAYER                    
† Necrology †  

To remember in prayer for the repose of their souls. Those 
whose deaths are recorded in the parish; and the bishops, 
priests, and deacons that served the Diocese of Rapid City. 

 

January 3 Deacon Victor Young Bull Bear (1996) 
 John P. Eberlein (1985) 
January 4 Rev. Edward A. Henault (1955) 
January 7 Rev. Dominic C. Padula (1979) 
 Ronald A. Dosch (2012) 
January 8 Gene Bartlett (1965) 
 Nick Wyckoff (1988) 
 
   

Ministry Schedule To become a liturgical minister or for more information contact Katie in the office. 
Mass Times Saturday 1/8 

5 PM 
Sunday 1/9 

8 AM 
Sunday 1/9  

11 AM 
Presider Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej Fr. Andrzej 

Altar Server 
Meaghan Allen - Lead 
Keeana Pesek 
Kyah Pesek 

Westin Edwards - Lead 
Leo Edwards 
Emmett Edwards 

Mya Lyon - Lead 
Hamish Haakenson 
Samson Haakenson 

Eucharistic Minister - Body John Usera David Edwards Brad Blauvelt 

Hospitality 
Pam Freeman 
Ken Freeman 

Marie and Eric Langfeldt Cathy Long 
Joslyn Thompson 

Lector 
Deacon Walt Wilson - 1st 
Reader 
Bernadette Usera - 2nd 
Reader 

Brenda Mizenko - 1st Reader 
Jeremy Thompson - 2nd 
Reader 

LaChel McCollar - 1st Reader 
Mary Blauvelt - 2nd Reader 

Sacristan Kathy Van Asma Jeff Mizenko Stacy Tate 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               COMMUNITY & DIOCESAN NEWS   
 
DEVOTED: A GOING DEEPER RETREAT  
Feb 18-20, 2022, at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. This is for high school youth that 
desire to grow deeper in faith. Through the teachings of Saint Francis De Sales 
and his book, Introduction to the Devout Life, the participants will gain a deeper 
understanding of devotion to Christ. Register at: www.godeeperretreat.com. 
 
“Heal Your Grief” Bereavement Support Group  
in Catholic teaching, Heal Your Grief is an eight-week support group open to all 
Christian adults who have lost a loved one due to death. For more information 
contact George Wallace at 605-721-3811. For more questions call Amy Julian 605-
343-3541,  email FamilyLife@diorc.org or visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org/FLM. 
Spring Sessions begin Monday, January 31 at Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Rapid City at 6:00 pm. Lifetime Registration fee is $10.00. 
 
Life Principles Academy, a Healing the Culture workshop, offered by the Social Justice Commission 
Are you passionate about building a culture of life? Join us at Terra Sancta, January 29, 2022, for Life Principles Academy, a one-
day training event that equips participants to intelligently communicate human dignity and respect for human life using fundamental 
principles of happiness, logic, ethics, and justice. Registration will open at 8:00 AM, and the Seminar will conclude at 5:00 PM, followed 
by a Saturday Mass of Anticipation, celebrated by Bishop Peter Muhich, and a Social. Suggested minimum registration fee $20. To 
register, visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org/sjc. For more information, contact Amy Julian at 605-343-3541 or FamilyLife@diorc.org. 

Daily Readings 
Monday:   1 Jn 3:22–4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday:  1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday:  1 Jn 4:19–5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22 
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday:  1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday:  Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

The weekly readings can be found anytime online on the USCCB website or by clicking: Weekly Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We hope you have enjoyed sharing in the celebration of 
the Mass with us. Whether you are new to the area or 
have lived here for years, coming to visit, or returning 
after a long break, please join our parish family. Please 
come again! We have opportunities for all ages and 
stages of faith. Please pick up a welcome packet from the 
counter in the gathering space. If you are passing 
through, we hope you will call our parish your “home 
away from home” and visit again soon! 
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Who needs Jesus?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                          January 2022

   Catholics don’t pray to 
Mary, but instead ask her 
to pray for us. For 
example, the Hail 
Mary prayer asks 
the Mother of 
God to stay close 
to us in prayer.
   While we don’t 

worship Mary, we honor her as 
Jesus’ mother. On the Cross, 

Jesus gave her to us as our own 
mother (John 19:27). We can 

approach her with our 
needs and concerns and 

ask her to present them to 
Her Son. Mary always leads 

us to Him.

Laying our gifts at the feet 
of the King

    The three Wise Men 
gave Jesus gifts 

worthy of a king. 
We can also 
present Him 
with our own royal gifts. 
While ours may not be actual 
gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh, we can still give to 
Him the best we have. Give 
God the �rst and the best of 
what you have and He will 
give you more than you can 
imagine in return.

Fall in love with God
   From the moment God 
created you, he has been 
deeply in love with you. He 
made you deliberately so he 
could love you. “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew 
you” (Jeremiah 1:5). He waits 
for you like a parent 
anticipates the return of a 
beloved child. Don’t let Him 
wait long.     

   “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of the great love 
he had for us, even when we 
were dead in our 
transgressions, 
brought us to life 
with Christ” 
(Ephesians 
2:4-5).

   Many today say that they don’t have 
a need for Jesus. They go to work, 
have homes, put food on their 
tables, raise families 
without His help. In fact, 
daily activities go on but 
the world can’t really 
make sense without 
Him.
   Truth. The truth is 
in Christ, “in whom 
are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and 
knowledge” 
(Colossians 2:3). 
We cannot 
understand the 
truth without 
Him. To make 
sense of the world, 
we need Jesus to lead us.
   Life. The life we have will 
eventually end. To keep living, we 
need Jesus. "I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father, 

but by me” (John 14:6). Eternal life 
comes through Him.

   Death. None of us escapes death. 
Yet, in the Resurrection, 

Jesus defeated death for 
us. It didn’t hold Him 
and He offers the gift 
of life to each of us if 
we live in Him.
   Sin. Even the 
holiest of us sins. 
Without Jesus, what 
becomes of us? He 
“gave himself as a 
ransom for all” (1 
Timothy 2:6). If 
we don’t accept 

His price, our sins 
come back to us for 

eternity.
   Suffering. Modern science can 

alleviate but not eliminate some of the 
world’s suffering. Jesus provides 
comfort and healing to those who trust 
Him and surrender to Him.

Why do Catholics
pray to Mary?

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Pastor
Our Lady of the Black Hills
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   All Christians are called to holiness. 
“Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Matthew 5:48). There are 
three tools on which every Catholic 
can rely to attain greater holiness.

   Daily prayer. God 
meets us in a very real 
and present way when 
we come to him in 
prayer. Start in the 
morning and pray 
throughout the day.

   Weekly Mass. The Mass is a sacri�ce 
and a meal. We receive Jesus’ body 
and blood as real food for our souls. 
He said, “For my �esh is food indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed. He who 
eats my �esh and drinks my blood abides 
in me, and I in him” (John 6:55-56). 
That’s why we call it, “Communion.”
   Monthly Confession. Jesus created 
the Sacrament of Penance and 
Reconciliation (Confession) because 
he knew we would stray. He also knew 
we would want to come back. 
Frequent participation in this 
Sacrament sharpens our sense of sin, 
holds us accountable for our errors, 
and gives us the grace to keep trying 
for holiness.

   Jan. 1 – Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God. When we celebrate this 
feast, we honor Mary, and also Jesus, as 
true God and true Man.  
   Jan. 9 – Baptism of the Lord. Jesus 
began his public ministry by getting 
baptized by St. John the Baptist. The 
Heavens opened up and God the Father 
spoke, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 
3:17).
   Jan. 14 – St. Macrina the Elder 
(340). St. Macrina was related to St. 
Basil the Elder and St. Macrina the 

Younger. She and her husband were 
forced to �ee during the Diocletian 
persecutions and endured many 
hardships. After her return, she helped 
raise her grandchildren Saints Gregory 
of Nyssa and Basil the Great.
   Jan. 23 – St. John the Almsgiver 
(616). Despite being a noble and the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, 
St. John lived a simple 
life and put all his 
wealth and authority 
to good use by 
serving the poor 
and aiding 
refugees in his 
diocese.

   Prayer fuels our spiritual life, but praying effectively 
can be challenging. Even the saints had dry spells. 
Among these was the mystic and Carmelite 
reformer, St. Teresa of Avila. Try these 
suggestions from her to enliven your prayer:
   Become aware of God’s presence. It may feel 
as if God is distant, but He is so close. St. Teresa 
began by enjoying God’s nearness. Know that He is 
with you and wants your company.  
   Bring a good book. St. Teresa, who struggled with 
dryness in prayer, kept a book with her. Scripture, 

Lives of the Saints, or a book about the Faith 
can help us focus and spark conversation 

with Him.
   Be honest. It is said that St. Teresa once 
fell into the mud and told God bluntly, 
“If this is how you treat your friends, no 
wonder you have so few of them!” God 
wants to you to share all your 
experiences with Him – good and bad. 
Entrust your cares to Him and “Do 

whatever he tells you” (John 2:5).

Three tips to boost your prayer

   In this Gospel, Jesus returns to Nazareth 
after launching His public ministry. He 
announced He is the Messiah of 
Isaiah’s prophecy. But then 
comes a twist: Jesus 
recounts a time when 
great prophets were sent 
to call Israel to 
repentance and were 
ignored and persecuted.
    The response of faith 
God was looking for in His 
Chosen People was found elsewhere, in 
the Gentiles. Jesus’ listeners doubted that 
He was really the Messiah and were 
deeply insulted at being reminded that 
“foreigners” had received God’s favor 
instead of them. In anger, they threw 
Jesus out of the synagogue and tried to 

cast Him off a cliff. He passed 
unharmed through their midst.
   God’s will can surprise us. For 

example, He willed 
that the 
Messiah-King be a 
local carpenter. 
God’s favor 
extended beyond 
the Chosen 
People to include 

Gentiles, who were 
considered outsiders. Sometimes, 

we assume we know how God works, 
and lose faith when He does 
something that seems illogical. We can 
pray for the faith to see Jesus as He 
really is and trust Him, even if He does 
the unexpected.

Luke 4:21-30, 
God’s will is unexpected

Can you suggest a 
New Year’s resolution 
to grow in Holiness?
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FLOTTMEYER QUARTER
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“Trust in the Lord” 
but tie up your horse.

Mel and Brenda Flottmeyer 
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