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LITURGY & PRAYER

Sunday Liturgy:
Saturday 5 PM

Sunday 8 & 11 AM

Daily Liturgy:
Tuesday-Friday 8 AM
*The Rosary is prayed at 7:30 AM
prior to Daily Mass

**Eirst Friday Devotion
following Mass on first Fridays
Eucharistic Adoration:
Wednesday 8:30-7:30 PM
Reconciliation:
Wednesday 5:30-6:30 PM
Saturday 3:30-4:30 PM

CONNECT

OLBH.ORG
OLBH@OLBH.ORG

@Our Lady of the Black Hills
on Facebook and Instagram
605-787-5168

Office Hours: M-F 8:30-3 PM

CLERGY

Pastor Andrzej Wyrostek
Permanent Deacons:
Deacon Walt Wilson, Retired
Deacon John Osnes

Deacon Greg Sass

Deacon Phillip Thompson

STAFF

Lorraine Rieth-Ptacek —
Director of Liturgy & Music
Lorinda Collins — Bookkeeper
Mary Marich — Coordinator of
Faith Formation PreK-6
Angela Hart — Coordinator of
Evangelization & Grade 7-
Adult Faith Formation

Todd Phillipe — Maintenance
Chloe Allen — Housekeeping
Katie Harwood — Admin Assist
& SEC

12365 Sturgis Road
Piedmont, SD 57769

First Sunday of Advent — B | December 2-3, 2023

Happy New Year

Advent begins the new liturgical year for the Church. And often, the Season of
Advent feels like such a busy time with all the preparations for Christmas,
invitations to celebrations, kids’ programs, and on and on. This year, it will
probably feel even more demanding as we will experience the shortest
possible Advent Season, only lasting three weeks and one day, a total of
twenty-two days.

With such a short Advent, it would be good to put a plan together. So, what
are some things you may want to include in your plan?

As | was growing up, creating a Christmas Wish List was one thing | often did,
with the help of the Sears Roebuck Toy Catalog, along with my siblings, and
probably most of you. That was something my kids did and most kids still do
today. But how many of us have ever created a Thankfulness List during
Advent? What are the things we already have which we should be thankful
for? This list can include material possessions, but it should also include
intangible gifts, like love, health, and family/friendships.

Cleaning our homes is another thing that is undoubtedly on our plan to
prepare for Christmas. We need to make room for the decorations, so we are
moving things around, cleaning up in places that maybe don’t always get
enough attention, wiping up the dust and grime that has accumulated. What
dust and dirt exists in our spiritual lives that needs attention? In other words,
when was the last time you went to confession, did a good cleaning up of your
soul? The Sacrament of Confession is a powerful way to prepare our hearts
for the birth of Jesus.

Spending time with family and friends is often something we do during Advent,
which continues into Christmas and the Christmas Season. Christmas is really
about the birth of Jesus. How much time do we spend with Jesus during
Advent? One way to spend time each day with Jesus, as an individual, but
also as a family, to remind us about the “reason for the season” would be to
read through the Gospel of Luke. There are twenty-four chapters in Luke. If
you read one chapter per day, starting on December 1st, you will complete the
entire Gospel of Luke before Christmas. If you are starting a few days late,
spend the first weekend of Advent catching up. From then on, just a single
chapter per day. In a little over three weeks, you will have read about Jesus’
entire earthly life, from the infancy narrative to the resurrection narrative. What
better of a gift could your give Jesus than to spend your limited time with Him,
learning about Him, in return for His gift to you?

While the Season of Advent is short this year, make a plan, spend your time
wisely on the things that are most important. Have a blessed and fruitful
Advent Season.

Deacon Greg Serviam


mailto:OLBH@OLBH.ORG
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THEOLOGY ON TAP
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 AT 7PM

4 c o
<4

BURNOUT PREVENTION
WORKSHOP
WIITTH JIM [KINYON
00000
Jim Kinyon, Executive Director and Counseling
Director at CSS, will be leading a Burnout
Prevention Workshop

Young adults 21-39ish welcome. Bring your friend:s!
Snacks & drinks provided
oo~ —

THE RECTORY

8242 STAGESTOP RD
PIEDMONT, SD

MONTHLY OLBH EVENTS

MONDAY Theology on Tap
Burnout Prevention Workshop
12/4 by Jim Kinyon, director of CSS

7 PM at the Rectory

el St. Vincent de Paul Meeting
12 6 PM in the Library
/ All are welcome.

WY  Coffee & Desserts
12 6 Bring a Dessert to Share!
/ 8:30 AM in St. Joseph’s Hall

THURSDAY

Knights of Columbus Meeting
‘]2/7 7 PM in Bethlehem Cave

The Immaculate Conception of the
il Blessed Virgin Mary
ass at
12 / 8 B 8 AM & 6 PM

holy day of obligation

sl First Reconciliation Retreat
12/9 1 PM in the Parish Hall

el  Chili Lunch for Seniors
]2/‘]0 12 Noon in the Parish Hall

VNS  Advent Penance Liturgy
2 6-7:30 PM in the Church
T /TI All are welcome.

% OUR LADY OF THE BLACK HILLS

Extraordinary Ministers

of the Holy Eucharist

e Training & Retraining

Saturday 12/2 at 6 PM
Sunday 12/3 at 9:15 AM

Please plan to aftend one or the other or call
the office to make arrangements for a different
fime.

Come together on Sunday, December 10 for a
chili lunch and fellowship after the 11am Mass.
All seniors (63+) welcome!

Sunday, December 10 Our Lady of the Black Hills
11am Mass  [sz] 12365 Sturgis Rd
12pm Lunch Piedmont, SD 57769

For more information and to RSVP, please call the
office at 605-787-5168 or email angela.hart@olbh.org

Black Hills Area

$F Habitat for Humanity

Pty
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2023 8:00AN

726 E. MADISON STREET %

SPECIAL GUESTS

* YOUR PASTORS, FRIENDS, AND YOU
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Advent Book Study g ComaiIF\tg-s;é’dr.\»-'.

‘This is my Body: A Call to Eucharistic Revival’ Starting Sunday, Decembert 3 >
by Bishop Barron with accompanying reading guide.
Study at your own pace or join a group for
fellowship!

+

Small Groups available:

* Sunday nights at 7pm with Lisa Katzenstein - meetings on Dec 3, 10, & 17

* Monday evenings at 6-7pm with Lori Caouette, meetings on Dec 4, 11, 18

* Wednesday mornings at 8:45-10am with Jane Fortsch meetings on Dec 6,
13,20

N"8"PART BIBLE STUDY FEATURING

Call the office at 605-787-5168 or email - — JEFF CAVINS
angela.hart@olbh.org to sign up for a small group

Sundays at 9:30-10:45am

December 16 & 17
“following all Masses

N Donat%ke@ goods bg 12/ 16
BRING A DESSERT © ./
" TO SHARE ‘

Register by calling the office at 605-787-5168
or email angela.hart@olbh.org

J C iy
The Nativity of the Lord Vigil Mass
24 December at 4 PM

The Nativity of the Lord Mass
24 December at 8 PM
(Christmas Night)

The Nativity of the Lord Mass
25 December at 9 AM

Mass of the 4th Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on 23 December at 5 PM & 24 December at 8 & 11 AM. This will
fulfill your Sunday obligation. Attending a Christmas Mass (24 or 25 December) will fulfill your obligation to attend
Mass on Christmas, a holy day of obligation. Please plan to attend Mass twice this weekend to fulfill your obligation as

a good Catholic 0
¢ K

Knights of Columbus

ChEiStma’s

smoked brisket or pork loin

- WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER6
FOLLOWING 8 AM MASS

¥  GIving Tree

$130 Brisket (13-17 pounds)
Please take a tag from the S
Giving Tree and return it order by Monday, 12/11

UNWI'appﬁd by delivery following 8 AM Mass on 12/17
Monday, December 11th. A

*Contact a Knight or call the office to reserve yours today.

Call Judy to refer someone for Christmas giving al 605-716-4647.

Friday, 12/8
Mass at 8 AM & 6 PM

Our Lady of the Black Hills - Piedmont

Blessed Sacrament - Rapid City | Tuesday, 12/5, 4-7 PM
Isaac Jogues - Rapid City | Thursday, 12/14, 6 PM
St. Therese - Rapid City | Thursday, 12/21, 4:30-6:30 PM




Build with the Mercy of the Father MASS & STEWARDSHIP
WEEKLY MINISTRY SCHEDULE
WEEKLY SCHEDULE pssu

12/8 FRIDAY 8 AM Mass with Fr. Andrzej

*The Rosary is prayed at 7:30 AM prior to daily Mass. Altar Servers: Justin Carlin (lead) /Bruce Lehman
Lectors: Jan Evans (1st), Dave Allardyce (2nd)
Monday, December 4 Hospitality: Ken and Pam Freeman
Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Sacristan: Ermma and Bruce Lehman
Church Eucharistic Minister: Deacon John Osnes
P8l sl iy 2 (Bl Shu 12/8 FRIDAY 6 PM Mass with Fr. Andrzej

6:30 PM RCIA in St. Joseph’s Hall

7 PM Theology on Tap - Burn Out Prevention at the Altar Servers: Freddy Weishaar(lead), Caleb Weishaar

Lectors: Teresa Thompson (1st), NOT FILLED (2nd)

Rectory Hospitality: NOT FILLED

Sacristan: Cindy Creager
Tuesday, December 5 Eucharistic Minister: Deacon Phillip Thompson
8 AM Mass for the repose of Ricarda Flores
6 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 12/9 5 PM Mass with Fr. Andrzej

Altar Servers: Meaghan Allen (lead), Keeana and Kyah P.
Wednesday, December 6 Lectors: Deacon Walt Wilson (1st), Diane Clarke (2nd)
Saint Nicholas, Bishop Hospitality: Tracy and Kimberly Cook
8 AM Mass for the friends and benefactors of the Sacristan: Joe and Linda Schacher
Immaculate Heart Hermitage Eucharistic Minister: Deacon Greg Sass
8:30-7:30 PM Adoration
8:30 AM Coffee & Desserts in St. Joseph's Hall 12/9 8 AM Mass with Fr. Andrzej
4:30-5:45 PM Faith Formation Altar Servers: Brianne K. (lead) Hannah and Leslie K.
5:30-6:30 PM Confessions Lecto_rs:lJo.hr? Usera (1st), IJeremy Thqmpson (2nd)
6:15-7:30 PM Faith Formation Hospitality: Lisa Katzenstein and Bernie Usera

Sacristan: Mike and Barb Coyle

6:30-7:30 PM The Search, Adult Faith Formation Eucharistic Minister: Deacon Greg Sass

Thursday, December 7 12/9 11 AM Mass with Fr. Andrzej

SAINT AMBROSE, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE Altar Servers: Kaleb Arellano (lead) Robby T. and Alex A.
CHURCH Lectors: Jan Evans (1st), Cathy Long (2nd)

8 AM Mass for all souls in Purgatory Hospitality: Becca and Joe Cuiba

9 AM 'Just Men' Bible Study Sacristan: Richard Long

9 AM Gospel of John Study Eucharistic Minister: Deacon Greg Sass

7 PM Knights of Columbus Meeting

Friday, December 8

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED STEWARDSHIP
VIRGIN MARY
8 AM Mass for the wellbeing of Joe George "All good giving and every perfect gift is from above” (Jas 1:17
6 PM Mass for the wellbeing of Halina Haladysz November 25-26, 2023
Automatic Basket Total

Saturday, December 9 Adopt a Seminarian 54 - 54
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin Sunday Collection 3,263 2,909 6,162
1-3 PM First Reconciliation Retreat, a parent must attend Building Fund a4 - 44
3:30-4:30 PM Confessions Country Store - - 10
5 PM Mass for Diocesan Masses for Life Priest Retirement 2 12

Votives 16
Sunday, December 10 Thanksgiving 5
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Total Contribution 3,364 2,909 6,302.91
8 AM Mass for Joyce Williamson
9:30-10:45 AM Faith Formation Did you know that OLBH is a Stewardship Parish? We ask that

you give us your time, talents, and treasure to support our
wonderful parish. In return we will utlize your gifts and

9:30-10:45 AM Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible - Adult

Faith Formation talents to provide the resources, facilities, and events to

11 AM Mass for the wellbeing of Luke VonBank and aid you in your journey of faith. Please  prayerfully

Famil consider automatic contributions via electronic
y withdrawal at www.olbh.org/donate.

Noon Senior Chili Feed


http://www.olbh.org/donate

PRAYER MINISTRIES

PRAYER CHAIN To add an intention to the OLBH prayer
chain text Shanesa Rhodes at 605-786-4240 or email
shanesarhodes@qgmail.com.

MASS INTENTIONS To request a Mass Intention please fill
out the envelope on the back counter of the Narthex or call
the office at 605-787-5168.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY To obtain a prayer blanket,
contact the office at 605-787-5168.

COMMUNION FOR THE HOMEBOUND If you or a family
member are sick and would like Communion from a priest
or lay extraordinary minister of the Eucharist, please call the
office at 605-787-5168.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK If you or a family member has
been diagnosed with an illness, are preparing for surgery,
or in the case of serious illness, call the office to request the

Build with the Mercy of the Father

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR OUR ILL &
HOMEBOUND

Call 605-787-5168 to add a name to the
prayer list. These individuals are in special
need of your prayers. We pray for Edwin
and Omel Weaver (parents of Bob),
Blanche Rieth, Jean Schacher, Bernard
Wiehl, Sid & Mary Ann Pulaski, Cap &
Arlene Holzer, Linda Schacher, Tony
Corbine, Joe George, Tim Curns, Dean &
Mary Antonsen, Carol Michaelson (mother
of Linda Schacher), Joyce de Paulo,
Charlene Mizenko, John Mizenko, The
Nally Family, Jean Scheope, Tim Keller
(son in law of the Holzers), Crescencia
Yanez, Iris Overholt, Joe Vetch, Lenny
Tellefson, Mary-Elizabeth Crane

sacrament at 605-787-5168.

INTENTIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR NOVEMBER

Pope’s Intention: For the Pope. We pray for the Holy Father;
as he fulfills his mission, may he continue to accompany the

flock entrusted to him with the help of the Holy Spirit.

NECROLOGY

To remember in prayer for the repose of their souls those whose death
are recorded in the parish; and the bishops, priests, and deacons
that served in the Diocese of Rapid City. We pray for:

December 5
December 6

James Skaags (1973)

Rev. James Michalski, S.J. (2014)
Milton H. Gray (2000)

Ember Erin Smith (2004)

Alice Donely (2010)

James Darwin Weisbeck (2010)
Msgr. Vincent J. Christie (1953)
Gene Albrecht (2017)

December 8 Rev. Matthew Connell, S.J. (1957)
December 9 Rev. James D. Becht (2002)
December 10 Janice Y. Kosters (2021)

December 7

SAFE ENVIRONMENT

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our young people. To

report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim
Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her

(sister of Sheila), Sheila Keeler, Deb
Bickford, Karen & Dennis Lau, Kathleen
Leutenegger, Ted Schurman, Ruthann
Koch, Lyn Gerving, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek,
Elizabeth Ravellette, Rayola Anderson,
Patty Creek, Irene Katzenstein, Bishop
Peter Muhich, Scotty Hudson, Gary Sexton,
Bryan Champagne, Nancy Gamage, Brett
Whealy

FOR THE DEPLOYED MILITARY We pray
for Andrew Lucchesi

SCRIPTURE READINGS

The weekly readings are on the USCCB.org
website.

Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5,
6-7, 8-9; Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13,
17; Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4,
5, 6; Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1 and 8-9,
19-21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; PS 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-2,
3-4, 5-6; Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8

Sunday: IS 40:1-5, 9-11; PS 85:9-10-11-12,
13-14; 2 PT 3:8-14; MK 1:1-8

outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately by phone at 1-605-209-3418. All calls will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are
advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct
involving children or young people by priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers in the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.


mailto:shanesarhodes@gmail.com
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The “KW Players” Catholic Youth Theatre Troupe
presents

4 Buletide Musical Rebue

featuring Songs of the Season, Showtunes, and more
performed by the families of the KW Players!

Eé?%@é% at th@é’é‘éﬁié?% EA

~ 3i00 pm, Decembery -~ ",

Cathedral of Our Lady of Per, penml Help 520 Cathedral Brive, Rapid City,'SDir

*num’ng special guest wrtists Bill Evans, Anthony Wesland, antl Cdra Fried

Artistic Director & Conductor | Ellen Shirley
Assistant Director | Lindsey Torgerson
Collaborative Pianist | Andrew Belsaas
L ]
Admission is free with a donation of non-perishable food items for Church Response.

* dakotachoralunion.org

Coats for Kids Bowling Tournament

Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024, Knights of Columbus Council
8025, St. Therese Church, will host a bowling
tournament at Meadowood Lanes, Rapid City.
Proceeds will be used to purchase new coats for
children at the Black Hills Children’s Home Society.
Registration opens at 1 p.m., bowling begins at 1:30
p.m. Fee $20 each or $80 for a four-person team.
Questions can go to John Schlim 605-390-1584 or
email jschlim1@gmail.com.

FROM EMPTINESS
TO ENCOUNTER -

THE LIFE & WISDOM ,

OF ST JOHN OF THE CROSS .
The Lord worked in St. John of the Cross
throughout his life, drawing him near to
Him through beauty, through truth, through
suffering, through emptiness. This great

saint shows us how to encounter the Lord as
we make space for Him in order to receive.

=13

Directed by Susan Safford,
Friday, December 15,

10am - 3pm at Terra Sancta
Retreat Center, this day of

e 10AM reflection will provide TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
S " | time for presentations, FOR THE DAY
= 3PM prayer, lunch, adoration,

confessions, and Mass.

DONATION BASED

10:00am Morning Prayer,
Opening Conference
Living a Life for God

Shigzestedinonation :;):5300 IIi‘,/[x:;:sxtlon + Confessions
of $45 includes lunch
and materials LZES) e S
1:15 Conference #2
Making Space for God
1:45 Silent prayer
2:30 Conference #3
Receiving God
3:00 Closing Prayer, Depart

Uay of, Reflection

terra sancta retreat center | 605-716-0925
terrasancta.org/advent

Catholic Daughter's
Join us December 11th at 6 PM in the St. Therese Church
Hall for a monthly meeting and Advent party. Bring a dish to
share, $5 donation, a food item for Feeding South Dakota
and a $10 gift for the gift exchange.

Sunday, December 17, 2023 @ 4:00pm

at the Blessed Sacrament Church Theatre Room
(4500 Jackson Blvd/Rapid City)
—Admission is FREE/seating is limited—

This performance is appropriate for ages 8 yrs. and up.
A nursery will be provided in the upstairs area.

The KW Players Theatre Troupe was formed to carry on the spiritual, cultural, and artistic legacy of the Rhapsodic
Theatre, a Polish underg theatre ded by Karol Wojtyla {Pope Saint John Paul 11}
in the 1940s in opposition to Nazi oppression.

South Dakota March for Life

Join youth and young adults for a pilgrimage to
South Dakota’s State Capitol Rotunda in Pierre to
on Saturday, January 28, 2024. South Dakota will
likely be voting on the issue of abortion in the Fall of
2024... the battle for the sanctity of life is at our
doorstep, and we are called to action! The March for
Life will feature guest speaker Governor Kristi
Noem, keynote speaker Bishop DeGrood, student
pro-life essay winners from across the state, and
music by The Bruse Family. Following the program,
we will join Ft. Pierre for Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, Mass, dinner, and fellowship before
returning to Rapid City that evening.

Pierre, SD March for Life

January 28, 2024 - 7:00am Departure (MT), Return
Time around 9:00pm (MT)

Open to all high school and college-age students.
Cost: $35 for roundt rip bus ride from Rapid City -
limited seating.

Register at: rapidcitydiocese.org/marchforlife24



https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/rally23/
mailto:ckling@sdplains.com
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

December 2023

One Minute
Meditations

St. Edmund Campion
Born to a Catholic family in 16th
century England, L
St. Edmund left

a brilliant
3 academic

For Catholics, the weeks leading up
to Christmas are a sacred time to
prepare our hearts for Christ’s
coming. For a joy-filled Christmas, try
these ideas:

Encourage joyful
anticipation. As
disciples of Jesus,

career at it is our role to
Oxford to help others to
become a believe and hope

Jesuit missionary - a death
sentence, since Catholics were
o/ being heavily persecuted
under Queen Elizabeth 1. He
traveled around, secretly
ministering the Sacraments to
English Catholics, until he was
betrayed by an informer and
o/ arrested. Despite efforts to
persuade or threaten him, St.
Edmund remained true to his
faith. He was martyred with
two companions at Tyburn.

in the power of
God to change
the world as He
transforms
hearts and
minds. “But as for
me, I will look to
the Lord, I will wait for the
God of my salvation; my God will hear
me” (Micah 7:7). Look for
opportunities to share your
confidence in His love.

Focus on prayer. Become an Advent
prayer intercessor praying for every

Mary’s “Yes”
When the angel appeared to
Mary and told her what God

Our Lady of the Black Hills
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Pastor

A “Christ-centered” Christmas is a joyful one

soul to come home to God, especially
at this time of peace. Ask that that He
gives everyone the grace to live a new
life reflecting glory on the Messiah.
Serve. Pope Francis
said during Advent,
“We are so busy
with all the
preparations,
with gifts and
things that pass,
but let’s ask
ourselves what we
should do for
Jesus and for
others! What should
‘ we do?” The pope
said we should
v continuously ask God
what we should do to contribute
to the good of the Church and society.
We can do “something concrete, even
if it is small” to help others. He
suggested visiting the lonely, the
elderly, the sick or someone in need.

was asking of her, she didn't
have to agree. God gave all of
us free will to allow us to
make our own choices. Mary
said “yes” to God out of love.
Her reward (and ours, too) is
eternity with her Son.

“And the child
grew and became
strong, filled with n
wisdom; and the
favor of God was
upon Him"
(Luke 2:40).

Whleo
Catholics
Do That()

In 1854, Pope Pius IX
proclaimed that Mary, by a
] special grace, was preserved
from original and personal
sin from her own
conception in her
mother’s womb, in view
of her role as the

© Copyright 2023 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Why do Catholics celebrate
the “Immaculate Conception?”

Mother of God. This grace bore
immeasurable fruit for all of us
in Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross.
On December 8 - a Holy Day
of Obligation — we ask Mary to

pray for us, so we, too, receive

Jesus into our hearts with a

faithful love like hers.
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Have a peaceful, Merry Christmas!

Do you aim for an idyllic Christmas celebration complete
with a warm fire, joyful music, and tinsel-covered tree? For
many of us, Christmas comes at the end of weeks
spent shopping, wrapping, and spending, and is
wrought with family tensions, obligations, and
exhaustion. Try these steps to keep your sanity and

Soothe the beast. Beautiful music can set a soothing
tone for your celebration. Pick your favorite holy hymns
» to put yourself in the Christmas frame of mind.

5,

Reach out. Want to make your own
problems seem small? Take on someone else’s.

your Savior in your Christmas celebration:

Be realistic. It isn't the goal of the season to make
everyone happy. If you don't overspend and over
extend before Christmas, you'll be in a better frame of

mind when it arrives.

iﬁé ! gg

. —
_—

Do at least one good Christmas deed for
someone needy.
Seek the eternal. Jesus gives us peace, purpose,
and perspective. Spend time with Jesus each day
of Advent and Christmas to remind yourself of what

is most important about Christmas.

fromS .
cripture

To the uninformed observer,
Jesus’ birth was unremarkable,
and His family was quite
ordinary. In fact, when it
was time to present
Jesus in the temple, His
parents couldn’t afford
the customary offering
of a lamb, and instead
made the offering of
the poor - two
pigeons. As faithful Jews,
they did all that was required
by their faith to thank God for
the gift of their child.

Yet, when Joseph and Mary
presented their new baby in the
temple, Simeon immediately
recognized Him as the Messiah.

Luke 2:22-40, Encountering
God in the ordinary

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he
prophesied that Jesus would be “a
light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and glory for your people Israel”
(Luke 2:32).
Simeon was not alone
in recognizing the Lord
X\ in the temple. Anna
was also filled with
the Holy Spirit.
Her faith in God's
promises gave her
hope. The hope God
places in our hearts gives
us a desire for the kingdom of
Heaven. The Holy Spirit reveals the
presence of the Lord to those who
want to know Him, receive Him,
and to be happy with Him forever.

Q Howcanl
& make Christmas
A joy last?

The Church’s real Christmas season
starts on Christmas Day and lasts
until the Baptism of Our Lord. By
celebrating the whole season, you can
make your Christmas joy last long
after you've taken down the tree. Here
are some highlights of the season:
KLl N Feast of the Holy Family,
e December 31. Gather for a

\ \, meal with loved ones, or

N % contact out-of-town

..__.e friends or family.

” Solemnity of Mary,

f Mother of God, January 1.
Dedicate a Rosary to the Blessed
Mother, asking her to help you grow
in love and trust.

Epiphany, January 7. The example
of the Magi honoring Jesus has

P

Feasits & ¥
Celebrations

December 3 - First Sunday in
Advent. We anticipate Christ’s birth
and His coming on the last day.
Catholics everywhere light candles in
an Advent wreath to signal the
coming of the light of Christ.

December 12 - Our Lady of
Guadalupe (1531). The Blessed
Mother appeared as a Native
American maiden to St. Juan Diego.
She asked St. Juan to carry roses to the
bishop as proof. When the roses were
emptied from his tilma, it retained the
image of the Blessed Mother.

December 15 - St. Maria di Rosa
(1855). Born into a wealthy family in
Brescia, Italy, Paula was renowned for
holiness, generosity, and concern for
the sick. She founded the Handmaids
of Charity in 1840. She took the name
Sr. Maria Crucifixa di Rosa.

December 27 - St. John the
Beloved (1st Century). As an apostle
and friend of Jesus, St. John was
known for his fiery
temper. Scholars
believe he is the
“beloved disciple”
who sat by
Jesus at the Last
Supper in John's
Gospel.

become a symbol of sharing Him with
the world. This is our chance to think
about the way we live so that we can
better reveal Christ to our world.

The Baptism of Our Lord, January 8.
Baptism is our entry into the
Kingdom. Take time this day to renew
your Baptismal vows and decide what
you can change in your life to help
you live as Christ did.

0 .
Our Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Bl Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)

© Copyright 2023 Success Publishing & Media, LLC



Please read or attach this letter to your bulletins the weekend of December 1-2.
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OFFICE OF BISHOP Retirement Fund
for Religious

Please give to those who
have given a lifetime.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The 2023 collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious is scheduled on the Second
Sunday of Advent, December 10, in our diocese. This annual appeal assists nearly 25,000 elderly
sisters, brothers and religious order priests nationwide.

I am grateful for the significant influence that women and men religious, both past and
present, have had on my own spiritual journey. I deeply appreciate their invaluable contributions
to our diocese and the wider community. Perhaps you too have been touched by the kindness and
guidance of one of the sisters or brothers serving our diocese.

Many of our senior vowed religious have dedicated their lives to service, usually
receiving little pay in return. Consequently, their religious communities face a shortage of
retirement savings. Compounding this challenge are rising health-care costs and decreased
income. Religious communities find it increasingly difficult to meet the day-to-day needs of
aging members, including their medical expenses, nursing assistance and other necessities.

Your generous donations to the Retirement Fund for Religious provide vital financial
support, enabling religious communities to care for their aging members.

I know you are frequently asked to support many worthy causes. I invite you to
contribute whatever you can toward this year’s collection. In addition to your financial support,
please keep all our women and men religious in your prayers.

May God’s abundant blessings be upon you and your loved ones.

Sincerely in the love of Christ,

+

Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich
Bishop of Rapid City

More information is
available online at
http://www retiredreligious.org.

PO Box 678 - Rapid City, South Dakota + 57709-0678 - (605) 343-3541 - www.rapidcitydiocese.org




FAITH '

JOIN OUR ADVENT MMSSION T0 HOUSE
FOUR FANMLIES IN OUR COMMURITY

WHAT GIFTS GAN | SHARE TO SHOW LOVE TO ARY NEHEHIRR‘?

TALENTS? 5elb rie projecT CONTINUE ONTivEZ

CAN | OFFER A WEEKLY HOUR OF ADORATION i R
PRAVEHS? FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE PROJECT? Eﬁh‘

TREASURE? Siccess oF THE ProJECT? CLICK HERE To HELP j\

QUESTIONS? VISIT BLACKHILLSHABITAT.ORG/BUILDING-ON-FAITH OR GALL (605) 348-9196

Black Hills Area &y
W Habitat for Humanity’ BT D iy




CHRISTMAS

gisv wy! o THURSDAY

HOLY CROSS CHAPEL

CANDLELIGHT READING |
OF JESUS' BIRTH

6:30PM

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
FEATURING

MICHELLE SKOOG

WITH SPECIAL GUEST
FR ANDRZEJ WYROSTEK

COOKIE & COFFEE
RECEPTION
TO FOLLOW

TERRA SANCTA RETREAT CENTER
2101 CITY SPRINGS RD | RAPID CITY, SD



Please let these advertisers know you saw their ad in the OLBH bulletin!

CARPENTERDENTAL

605-342-5995

vls

Terra Sancja

Retreat Center
Come Quuagy and Rest e God

Lodging Rooms | Meeting Space
Catering | Chapels
605-716-0925
http://terrasancta.org

EXTREME

Hecling & Coslling Sysicms, Inc.
New & Existing Systems

Mﬁmls«m“mlm&m

605-391-3939
Owner: John Gehlsen

Daniel Johnson
307-290-0674

Small-midsize home
construction projects &
handyman services

Fellow
Catholics
helping you

prepare for
the futurel

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORY
SINCE | 879

225 Main Street, Ste 200
Rapid City, SD 57701
605 348-5228

(atholic Store

Monday-Friday 10-5:30, Saturday 10:00-4:00
Closed Sunday

gW ?ﬁ;mnkv & DRY CLEANING
ALAUNBRYWeRLD
B frenchcieaners

I3 605-342-6440

B i e 8 Loy,
Osheim & Schmidt ang ;W”Bd

Pre-Paid Funeral Trusts Available

a[e %

Ozzie Osheim
Terry L. Gilbertson, CFSP
Dwight Edstrom Buck Dyck

Ph: 605-343-0077 Email: osheimfh@rushmore.com
2700 Jackson Blvd. | www.osheimschmidt.com

Robb Schmidt
Jes Scott
Robert Broderick
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AMERICAN FAMILY

WIWW.AMFAM.COM

EDWARD HEISINGER, AGENT
E. HEISINGER AGENCY, INC.
1940 Junction Ave.

Sturgis, SD 57785
Bus: (605) 347-5050

eheisinger@amfam.com
edwardheisingeragency.com

Access Anytime: 1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326)

y OF COLUMBUS"

Council 7079
To join contact Grand Knight
Thomas Collings 605-209-7312

"Active Catholic men making a difference”

For Your Real Estate Needs!

*HOME *RANCH *LAND *COMMERCIAL

®

BATTLE CREEK
AGENCY

EAL ESTATE SERVICES

ohn Kerstiens

C: 605-219-4021
0:605-255-5500

www.battlecreckagency.com

ATHOLIC
OCIAL
ERVICES
605-348-6086

TWO locations to better serve our customers!

9
N‘e‘ - Bqu
*In House PDR
1755 S Valley Dr

605-342-5911
melsautobody@hotmail.com

3340 W ChicagoSt
605-342-2103
www.melsautobody.com

DAKOTA
I?E NTAL

1DS

an)

605-939 7992

/Il RANGEL

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LLC

rangelconstructioncompany.com
Commercial Construction & Custom Homes
We’re Hiring! Call 605-716-0547

‘r St Vmcent de Paul

Y D

Neighbors helping neighbors’
Our Lady of the Black Hills
Conference

Foothills Helpline
605-389-6739

thrivent

Dustin Whiteside, Financial Advisor
2210 Jackson Blvd.

Rapid City, SD 57702

605-399-9373
connect.thrivent.com/dustin-whiteside

27193 R10-21

Call
605-787-5168
to place your

ad.

SCW

Welding |Steel & Aluminum Fabrication | Tilt & Dump Trailers

Stub's Custom Welding

Tom Collings

605-200-7312
welding Ggmailocam

G20 Pumbers Drive
Rapid City, S0 57701

For information on ads or to place an ad, please contact Katie at 787-5168 or email olbh@olbh.org
Visit olbh.org to see these ads online and link to their websites.


mailto:Lucky98ranch@centurylink.net
mailto:melsautobody@hotmail.com
http://www.melsautobody.com/
mailto:olbh@olbh.org
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