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Practice stewardship of time, talent, & treasure.

Kathy Yost
Planning continues for the 2nd Annual Lenten 
Morning of Reflection to be held on Saturday, 
February 25 from 8 AM - Noon. The Holy Spirit and our 
Blessed Mother are once again bringing together 
and guiding CCW, Marian Servants, Women of 
Grace, and new this year is the Emmanuel Prayer 
Group. Each ministry is preparing their own unique 
and inspiring presentation to help us prepare for 
our lenten faith journeys. The morning begins in 
the Church with Mass at 8 AM followed by the 
Rosary, a continental breakfast in the social hall 

and return to the church for the presentations.
All women are invited to attend and bring 
a friend. Please register your name, phone 
number & number attending by calling or 
texting Dari Longo @ 860-912-8646 or Linda 
Gramlich @ 309-339-5535. You can also send 
an email to MorningOfReflection.022517@
gmail.com. I know you will be moved, inspired, 
challenged, convicted, and loved by what you 

will experience.

Spirituality Commission

Laurel Fassino
 Here we are bounding into February. Wishing 
all of you a Happy Valentines Day.
The Service Commission remains busy working 
on their long term projects. Any new members 
of Service are encouraged to check these 
out. Wether you sew, knit or crochet or not we 
can use your talents.
We have gotten a few pictures of children 
wearing the shorts and dresses we sent. It is a 
joy for us to see this. So little can make these 
children happy.

Service Commission

Patti O’Connor-Allen
Leadership is all about our members!  Our 
current membership is  102 paid  members, 
which includes the 21 new members who 
have joined since September.
Remember, if you have any questions, 
concerns or ideas for our CCW, ask or tell your 
contact tree advisor.
We love your Service hours!!! Please send 
your volunteer hours (Service, Spirituality, 
Leadership) to Suzanne Bergeron at 
suzybathome@yahoo.com. Suzanne 
recorded over 900 hours for December and 
January. If you are interested in helping with 
the Lenten Soup Suppers held on the Fridays 
during Lent, please contact Nancy Guarneri 
at 352-205-7848.

Leadership Commission

From the President
Elsie   552-4432 
Ah, February….the month synonymous 
with love.  We have the opportunity, here in 
Florida, to share more of our “February love” 
in person: I remember a lot of Februarys 
when we spent most of our time either stuck 
in the house or digging out the driveway……
where was the love???  Not sure whether 
it’s the absence of snow or just “senior 
maturity” that makes me appreciate our 
Lord’s love so much more now, even when 
things don’t go “my way”!
Lately, February has become a “wake-up 
call,” alerting me that the Lenten season 
is approaching.  At last year’s Morning 
of Reflection, I urged attendees to stop 
“giving up”!  I’m still asking how giving up 
TV or cookies or smoking or whatever for 
Lent pleases God?  I encourage you to 
use this month to reflect on and prepare 
an “action plan” for Lent 2017 to “give 
of” yourself.  Get the Holy Spirit involved 
by praying for guidance in formulating a 
different approach for you this Lent.  Create 
a list of out-of-the-ordinary practices of 
prayer, fasting, and alms-giving (the three 
tenets of Lent) that utilize your time, talents, 
and treasure to improve someone else’s life.  
I think you’ll find your sacrifices will heighten 
you faith, too!
You may not have equated Lent and love 
before.  Over the last handful of years, I’ve 
come to appreciate Lent as an opportunity 
to share His Love using truly different Lenten 
practices.  Instead of giving up specific 
foods, treat someone who doesn’t get out 
much to lunch….nothing fancy! Just “break 
bread” together and enjoy each other’s 
company.  Don’t invite your friends over for 
dinner:  welcome the folks who always sit 
in front of you at Saturday/Sunday Mass to 
your home or to a local restaurant.  Rather 
than just refraining from playing online 
games, use that time to give a caregiver 
a break by sitting with their loved one for a 
while or bring an elderly neighbor to daily 
Mass then go for breakfast.  Give a Walmart 
gift card to a young family.
This year, you get the whole month of 
February to plan for your “uncommon” Lent 
2017.  Get out of your same old standard 
“practices”.  Put your plan in writing/print, then 
post it somewhere on Ash Wednesday.....
makes you more accountable!!!  AND….. 
“treat” yourself to some spirituality at the 
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Stations of the Cross, then enjoy a meatless 
supper, where you can (Continued) meet 
and socialize with fellow parishioners at our 
Lenten Soup Suppers every Friday of Lent.  
GIVE YOURSELF TO OUR LORD…..HE GAVE 
HIMSELF FOR YOU!!! Need help?  Consider 
attending our February 25th Lenten 
Preparation....Morning of Reflection.  
Finally, I’d REALLY love to see lots of you at 
February Meeting on February 28; we will 
have a speaker who’ll educate us about 
human trafficking, a situation that is finally 
drawing more concern/attention!  Don’t 
forget to bring individually-packaged 
snacks/treats for hospice nurses to the 
meeting; they are living angels!

CCW  Newsletter

Thanks to......
✞ Anne Bosler for her efforts in producing our monthly 
prayer calendar
✞  SOOO MANY folks for making our CCW Sunday 
a success:
✦ Our StVdP office staff for ensuring that our special 
requests were honored     
✦  Our StVdP maintenance staff for their social hall 
set up and general help
✦  Our StVdP Reader, EMHC, and Usher leaders for 
working with us to allow many of our CCW members 
to serve in those ministries during our Mass
✦ Father John for his tribute to the StVdP CCW in 
his homily
✦  Patti O’Connor-Allen, Gerri Rubico, and Ethel 
Propora for their planning, organization, and 
execution of another successful (and delicious!) 
fellowship meeting


