
First Communion Retreat 

“SEND ME”


     In the midst of all the noise, it was water in the front row that got God’s attention.  For while all the others made a lot of noise, water was able to splash and spray, and in this way got God to notice him.

     And so God motioned to his angels to sound the trumpet and call for silence.  Once everyone had settled down, God said to water, “Tell me, water, why you think that you should be chosen as the sign of my love and presence among the people that I have created?”

     “Because I am so necessary for life,” said water.  “Whenever Your people see me, they will think of the life I bring, and they will remember the life You have given them, and they will know that You love them and are with them.”

     “Very good, “ said God.  “I have created well , for My creatures know My ways.  Water, I hereby send you to My people.  May they know that I love them and am with then.”  And with that, water went down among the people.  

     In the beginning, all went well.  Where people found water, there they also remembered that God loved them and was with them.  But soon His people       

grew accustomed to the presence of water, and began to forget its message.  With this, water found it difficult to cope.  His fear of losing his position as God’s messenger drove him to desperation.  He became more and more angry...so angry that he began to flood God’s earth and God’s people.  But then he became not the sign of life, but the sign of death.  And thus it was that God was forced to call back His sign of love and presence, for water had failed.
    
	 Shortly thereafter, wind blew up to God and said, “Send me, God , as the sign of Your love and presence among Your people.  I will do much better than water.” “Tell me, “ God said, “why you think you can do so much better than water.”  Here was the opportunity wind had hoped for.  “You see, O God, “ began wind, “I will be able to slip up to Your people quietly in a gentle breeze, and cool them in the heat of the day.  And should they ever forget...as they did with water...I will be able to blow strong and loud so that I cannot be missed.  And in addition, I will be able to dry up the flood which water left behind.  Send me, God, for I will do well.”

     “Very good, “ said God.  “I have created well, for My creatures do know My ways.  Wind, I hereby send you to My people.  May they know that I love them and am with them.”  And with that, wind went down among the people.


     Like water, the beginning proved successful for wind.  He cooled them with a gentle breeze and the people remembered God’s love and His presence.  And when they began to forget and take wind for granted, he would howl and swirl and the people would take notice.  But in time, the people even became accustomed to wind's strength.  The problem was that while they could hear wind, they could not see him, and the people slowly began to forget and be indifferent.  And thus it was that God was forced to call back His sign of love and presence.  For, like water, wind had failed.

     God was about to resign himself to the fact that none of His creations would be able to speak well enough of His love and presence to His people, when cloud slipped under the door.

     “Yes? “ said God.  “What can I do for you?”  Not more problems, I hope?”  “On the contrary.” said cloud.  “I am the solution to Your problem of sending someone among Your people.”  “You? why you? “ asked God.  “Why should you be any better than water or wind.”  “Because I am the best of both,” said cloud.  “I am made from dewy mist so that I might give life, just like water, and I bring with me a gentle wind to drift and to cool.  Yet, unlike wind, I can be seen.   With me, Your people will know that You love them and are with them.” 

     “Very good, “ said God.  “I have created well, and My creatures truly do know My ways.  Cloud, I hereby send you to My people.  May they know that I love them and am with them.” And with that, cloud went down among the people.

     Cloud was successful, just as she had promised.  She brought life giving water and refreshing breezes.  And God’s people once again knew of Gods love and His ever continuing presence.  And because cloud could be seen by the people, they did not forget...at least not too often...for cloud’s only problem was that as soon as hot sun came, cloud disappeared!  Try as she might, she could not last through the day.

     And thus it way that God was forced to call back His sign of love and presence, for like water and like wind, cloud had failed.

     And so it was that for eons and eons, God’s people did not know of His love and His presence.  In no ways was God able to discover a means of making Himself known to His people.  And those made in the image of love lived out their existence unaware of the presence of His love.  It was a lonely time indeed, both for God and for His people.  
     
     Then one day into the quiet of His creation, bread came to God and said, “Your people are crying out in hunger, O God.  They cry out that You have forgotten them, for they have no food.  Send me, as a sign that You love them and are with them.. They will not be able to forget me, for they will be in need of me every day.  They will not be alone when they discover that You are with them, for I beg to be shared, and so I will call them together.  When they come together to share in me, Your bread, they will know that You love them and are with them.  I am the sign for which You have searched for so long.”

     It seemed to good to be true, thought God.  Has He really discovered the sign of His love and His presence?  Perhaps it was worth the risk.

     He would send bread! 

     Bread came among His people.

     They shared that gift of bread, and they shared in their Father’s love.

     And that is why, from that day until this day, when people come together to share bread, they know that God loves them and is with them.

     Having completed His creation, God looked at all that He had made and saw that it was good.  But it was His creation of man and woman that gave Him the most delight, for they were made in His image...in the image of love.  And so it was that He wanted them to know, more than anything else, that He would always be with them.

     He called representatives of all of His creation together.  Delegations from rock and from fire, from sky and from earth were present.  Grass and trees as well sent delegates.  And every kind of animal, wild and tame, crawling and swimming, walking and flying, was notified of its right to attend the assembly.

     God ushered them into His largest vaulted assembly hall, and He made known to them His intention to give to His people a sign of His love, a sign of His continued presence among them.  The question He placed before the rest of His creation was “Who should I send?”

“Send me!”
“Send me!”
“No, no, send me!”
  
     It was indeed a dilemma for God, for all of His creation wished to be the one who would be sent as a Sign of God’s love and presence.  God was pleased, but what was He to do?
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