Good Shepherd: Luke 15: 1-7
Points to Stress:
1.  God loves us so much that is doesn’t make sense to us humans
2. There is much rejoicing in heaven when we confess our sins and come back to God!

[bookmark: 50015005][bookmark: 50015006][bookmark: 50015007]“What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost oned until he finds it? And when he does find it, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repentance.f
Example:
What man among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the ninety-nine in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds it? Imagine yourself as a shepherd. You have 100 sheep you are constantly trying to keep track of. You count them over and over again to make sure you didn’t lose any. You protect them from wolves and robbers trying to steal them. Then, one day, one is missing. One out of one hundred. You didn’t really notice, but had to count three times to make sure one really was missing. You think, no one will notice one out of one hundred sheep missing! It probably was a small one anyway. I’m sure another one will be born soon to replace him. But Jesus doesn’t think that way. God doesn’t think that way. Jesus cares so much about each individual person, that he would leave the ninety-nine in the desert alone to go find the one lost. He does that for us too. How do you feel when you are lost? Scared, alone, sad, unsafe? Jesus will come. Do not be afraid. He will not stop looking until he finds you! And when the shepherd does find the lost sheep, he sets it on his shoulders with great joy and, upon his arrival home, he calls together his friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, in just the same way there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who have no need of repentance. When Jesus finds us and we go to Confession, we return home, and there is a great party in heaven! Imagine this party! What kind of food, decorations, and activities will be there? But there is no party for everyone that does not repent. Make sure to repent and go to confession so you can be a part of the big great party!
