The 7 Brothers, based on 2 Maccabees chapter 7
1. Choose your story: 2 Maccabees 7
2. Decide what point you want to make or stress: families that stand together in faith are strong and courageous
3. Make it relatable, and speak in terms children can understand, use their language
4. Choose your details. Make sure you pick ones that are relatable, and leave out those which are not. Dates are usually note necessary and can crowd your story. Keep characters to a minimum and simple. Stress the main character and the relatable points.: Mother and 7 sons stand up and do not worship the pagan gods.
5. Stress the main point and/or upstanding character of the Saint or character: courage and strong family
6. Leave the audience with a challenge, point or question: How strong is your family? Would you have the courage to die for your faith? Would your family support each other?
Example:
A long time ago there was a mother with 7 sons. They were all loyal to God, but the king was mad that they were not worshipping his pagan gods. He took the mother and 7 sons and ordered them to worship the pagan gods. But guess what they said? No! The king was so mad, he took the oldest son and cut off his tongue because he kept saying no. Then he scalped him and cut off his hands and feet. Then they put him over a fire and fried him. His mother and brothers who were watching encouraged each other to die courageously for God . The king looked at the 2nd brother next. When he told him to worship the pagan gods, he said, “Never! God will raise us up again to live forever because we are dying for Him!” Then he too had his tongue, hands, feet, and scalp cut off and was fried on the fire. The 3rd brother responded the same way and said, “God gave me these hands and feet, and will return them when I get to heaven since I gave them up for Him.” The 4th brother was also killed. The 5th died saying, “you have power here on earth, but God has the ultimate power.” The 6th died next. Finally, it was the 7th and last son’s turn. The mother watched and encouraged as each son died. She said it was God who gave them breath and life, he can also return it. For the 7th son, the king was extra mad and tried to convince him to worship the pagan gods by telling him he is the only one left and think of his mother. His mother told him to take courage and please do not back down. She told him she wanted to be with all of them in heaven, and if he gave in to the king, she would only be in heaven with 6 of her 7 sons. So this last son also died saying, I must obey God, not you. The king treated him worst of all because he was even more mad.  Finally, the king killed the mother, and they were all united in heaven again. See how strong this family was in their faith! Would your family be willing to die for the faith? Does your family remember always that heaven is what really matters, not this earth?
