Napoleon and the Traitor
Napoleon was a very powerful military leader in France. He won major military victories and took over most of Europe. Napoleon was also a very intelligent and arrogant man and even made himself emperor. Once he had a general betray him. Napoleon was going to kill him for being a traitor, but the man pleaded for his life, so Napoleon granted him mercy. However, not too long after, the general betrayed Napoleon again. This time Napoleon went into a rage and set up the man’s death. The man’s mother heard about this and came to Napoleon pleading for Napoleon to have mercy on her son. Napoleon said, “he’s already betrayed me once, he doesn’t deserve mercy.” The woman responded, “I’m sorry sir, but then you don’t know the meaning of mercy. To have mercy means to give someone something they do not deserve.” Napoleon was so struck that he again granted the general mercy. 
Point of the Story
When God gives us mercy, it is a free gift. We did nothing to deserve mercy. Instead we actually did exactly the opposite. We did everything to deserve eternal punishment. But when we come before God begging for mercy, (we do this in confession), then He freely gives us the mercy, the free pass and the wiping away of our sins, that we in no way deserved. There is nothing we can do to “make up” for our sins or reverse them. We can only receive God’s mercy. And that is what confession is all about. Unlike Napoleon, God really wants to give us His mercy, and He is so happy when we go to confession, ask for it, and receive it. Confession brings us back into relationship with God, which makes Him so happy because He loves being close to us! 
