[image: ]St. Dominic the Evangelizer
Dominic de Guzman was born in Spain in 1170. His mother dreamt that a dog carrying a lighted torch jumped from her womb and carried the torch everywhere, setting the world afire.  Thus, Dominic was born. Later on, his mother was beatified and was named Blessed Joan of Aza. Dominc was a good student and gave away all he had to feed the hungry when Spain was hit by famine. He then joined the Canons Regular, a religious order founded by St. Augustine. He began preaching to different heretics, but realized only preachers that displayed real humility and holiness could convert hearts. To meet this need of holy preachers, he founded his own order, the Dominicans. In Latin this means, the dogs of God, which hints to the dream of his mother. To meet his goal, Dominic first established a group of Domincan nuns. He knew that God was behind all conversions and prayer was the most effective force in battling heresies. The first nun who took the Dominican habit, Blessed Cecilia Cesarini, gave us a description of Dominic. He was fair and handsome with reddish hair and beard, beautiful eyes, and a pleasing voice. He frequently fasted and prayed, selecting the lowest accommodations and clothes. He never slept in a bed and frequently traveled barefoot. He never ate meat or complained and the praise of God was always on his lips. This holy man next established his order of priests and preachers. He educated them very well, and had them preaching and debating for the conversion of the many heretics at the time. His small company was not having much luck when Mary appeared to Dominic beside a fire. Mary told him that his arguments and preaching were flawless, but again, hearts were not converted just through words, but mainly prayer. She encourage him to pray the rosary to gain more converts back to the True Faith. Thus, Dominic immensely popularized the rosary everywhere he went and wiped out many heresies with great success. He died at age 51 from a fever, but his order lives on in great numbers.
There are many lessons to learn from St. Dominic. He truly became the dog with the flaming torch, lighting the world on fire with the love and truth of God. However, he had many lessons to learn first. He knew the first he must become holy, saintly, and humble. Second, he knew that the work he did was God’s work and God’s successes while he was just a tool in the hand of God. So, do we first off even attempt to evangelize those around us to bring their souls to heaven? In doing so, do we concentrate on our own holiness first, or get distracted by our tactics and words? If we become saints first and make that top priority, people are bound to follow us to heaven. Also, do we trust in the power of prayer and make that a priority in life? Or do we get distracted by the things of this world?   May we always keep the love of God first in our hearts! St. Dominic, pray for us!
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