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This week we celebrate the feast of St. Turibius of Mogrovejo. There is a saying that saints come in clusters, and St. Turibius was the starting force of one of these clusters. He was an unlikely leader though, and a late bloomer. Turibius was born in 1538 in Spain to a noble family. He was pious from his youth, fasting once a week and praying the rosary often. He had a big devotion to our Blessed Mother. As a nobleman, he received an excellent education, went to college, and became a noted professor with a holy disposition. He thought this was his path in life, and it was until his 40th year. At that time, Spain had tons of colonies in the Americas, and the bishop of Peru had died. The Spanish King suggested Turibius to be archbishop of Peru and the surrounding areas, and the pope approved. Turibius declined and reminded the king and pope that only priests could be made bishops, and he wasn't a priest. However, since he wasn’t married, the pope declared they would just ordain him a priest first, then make him bishop, and that is what they did. At age 42, he set sail for Peru with his sister and brother-in-law. He arrived 9 months later and began the 600 mile journey to Lima on foot. Wherever he walked, he catechized and baptized natives and Spaniards. A week later he arrived in Peru and took charge of his archdiocese. His motto was, “Time is not our own and we must give a strict account of it.”  He spent his time in arduous labor, traversing his vast archdiocese three times on foot, exposed to the elements, hostile tribes, and wild beasts. He catechized, baptized, and confirmed half a million people, including St. Rose of Lima , to whom he gave the name “Rose,”  and St. Martin de Porres. He also worked closely with the Franciscan, St. Francis Solano and the Dominican, St. Juan Masias, leading them in their evangelization efforts. He built roads, schools, chapels, hospitals, convents, and seminaries. He felt his main job was two-fold. First to encourage the Spaniards to live out their baptismal promises and be good Christian examples to the natives, because typically they were quite the opposite. Second to convert the natives. He learned native dialects to be able to talk to the people, and also required all seminarians to learn the native dialects as well as Spanish.  Turibius also brought a ton of reform and unity to the Church in South America. He made a trilingual catechism and ensured every one of his parishes was in proper order, teaching the proper catechesis, keeping accurate records, and using the correct missal. He also excommunicated any clergy who engaged in business affairs since firstly, this was not their job, and secondly, most business affairs exploited natives as slaves. He always ensured the rights of the natives when most Spaniards neglected to treat them with dignity and respect. He also ensured the Council of Trent’s teachings were included in catechesis and called many meetings to make sure all his bishops and priests were unified and on the same page. As he exhausted himself in his work, he predicted the exact date and hour of his death. He died from a fever after receiving last rights on Holy Thursday with his last words being those of Christ’s from the cross, “Lord, into your hands I commend my spirit.” He was 67 and had been working tirelessly for 25 years. May we follow the example of St. Turibius, no matter how old we are. He heard God call, followed him, and wasn’t afraid to stand up for what is right. He worked tirelessly for the people. Pope Francis said St. Turibius didn’t shepherd from behind his desk, but was “a bishop with shoes worn out by walking, by constant travel, but setting out to preach to Gospel to all: to all places, on all occasions, without hesitation, reluctance, and fear.” May we be as bold!  St. Turibius, pray for us! 
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