
The following 4 pages contain some of the content from the 

Marriage Enrichment talk entitled 

“A Reflection on Marriage in God’s Plan of Salvation”  

by Deacon Craig Robinson. 

 

Couple’s Prayer 

Dearest Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of my 

beloved wife/husband, that special person that you have 

chosen to walk with me in this life; 

I pray that you save our marriage, and that you fill our 

marriage with all of your spiritual blessings: Peace, unity, 

harmony and hope; 

Bless our marriage with the grace of passion and 

enthusiasm: Love, kindness, friendship, faith, 

forgiveness, and fidelity; 

Bless our marriage with tenderness and compassion, self-

giving physically and emotionally; 

Fill our hearts with the courage to trust one another, to be 

patient, open and honest, 

Finally dear Heavenly Father we pray that you grant us the 

grace to hold your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at the 

center of our hearts and at the center of our marriage;  

And that through your Son’s holiness, may our marriage be 

holy and a sign to others of your sacramental grace in the 

world—AMEN 



Living the Beatitudes in Marriage 

• Husbands and wives are to continually help each other to be poor 

in spirit—encouraging each other to remember the need for God in 

their lives, never forgetting their place before God, never coveting , 

always grateful, always prayerful;  

• They are meant to comfort each other in times of sorrow or 
mourning, they are to helping each other to trust in God and each 
other; 

•  They are to be that Dark-Night companion during times of 
devastating spiritual isolation and loneliness; 

• Husbands and wives are to help each other to be meek and humble 
before the God, never boasting or lording over each other or 
anyone else and, with charity, let each other know when pride-
fullness is creeping into their marriage; 

• They are to nurture an environment of mercy, charity, hope, and 
forgiveness where self-giving is motivated only by Love;  

• Husbands and wives must work ceaselessly to ensure that their 
marriage is pure and that no one is used as a means to an end; 

• They are to courageously stand together in the face of sin and evil 
regardless of cultural persecutions—they never let the other stand 
alone;  

• Husbands and wives work to inspire each other to look beyond the 
horizon to a time when the Kingdom of God is a reality in the world; 

• Husbands and wives spiritually comfort each other when they are 
alienated, insulted or persecuted and, together, they join their 
suffering to the suffering of Christ. 

• Your husband or wife should be your primary spiritual companion 
on your faith journey and pilgrimage through this worldly life--
spouses are meant to come to God together as God intended in the 
beginning. 

When the Beatitudes are lived by a husband and wife, their marriage 
will be define in the light of Christ and the path to the righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption will open before them, their marriage 
prayer will be answered, and they and their family will flourish before 
God in this life and the next. 



Marriage Restored in Christ 
Excerpt from--Marriage: Love and Life in the Divine Plan 

 A Pastoral Letter of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  

Through Baptism, men and women are transformed, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, into a new creation in Christ. This 

new life in the Holy Spirit heals men and women from sin 

and elevates them to share in God‘s very own divine life. It 

is within this new Christian context that Jesus has raised 

marriage between the baptized to the dignity of a 

sacrament. 

 

He heals marriage and restores it to its original purity of 

permanent self-giving in one flesh (see Mt 19:6).  

 

In restoring to marriage its original meaning and beauty, 

Jesus proclaims what the Creator meant marriage to 

be―in the beginning. He does so because marriage will be 

made into the visible embodiment of his love for the 

Church. In his espousal of the Church as his Bride, he 

fulfills and elevates marriage. He reveals his own love―to 

the end as the purest and deepest love, the perfection of 

all love. 

 

In doing this he reveals the deepest meaning of all marital 

love: self-giving love modeled on God‘s inner life and love.  

 

In marriage a man and a woman are united with each other, 

and the two become one flesh, so that they each love the 

other as they love themselves and cherish each other‘s 

bodies as their own. This union is an image of the 

relationship between Christ and his Church.  



Quotes from Dr. Mary Healy 

“Marriage is, in fact the Bible’s deepest underlying symbolic 

key for expressing the relationship between God and man.” 

Quoting St. John Paul II she continues, “That mystery, as 

God’s salvic plan in regard to humanity, is in a certain sense 

the central theme of all revelation, its central reality” (Healy 67). 

 

Quote from H.U. von Balthasar 

Meeting God in Today’s World 

“The unfolding mystery of Christ is God’s response to the 

human yearning for pure, infinite love implicit in any genuine 

interpersonal relationship” (Kereszty 487). 

 

Quote from Psalm 8 

 “When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, the 

moon and stars that you set in place: What is man that you 

are mindful of him? Yet you have made him little less that a 

god, crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him 

rule over the works of your hands; put all things at his 

feet…” (Ps 8:4-7). 

 

Quote from St. John Paul ll 

“Marriage is the central part, the central point of the 

sacrament of creation…a sacrament that signifies the 

perfection of human holiness” (St JPII TOB 505-7, 716). 


