
 

Monsignor Gregory Higley 

Pastor 

Parish Office 

128 W. 4th Street 

Hermann  Mo  65041 

573-486-2723 

Fax 573-486-3062 

www.stgparish.com 

church@sgs-hermann.com 

Mrs. Bernice Jacquin 

Office Administrator 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday – Friday 

8am –3pm 

Mr. Zachary Stobart 

Principal 

School Office 

133 W. 4th Street 

Hermann Mo 65041 

573-486-5914 

Fax 573-486-1914 

www.stgparish.com 

school@sgs-hermann.com 

Mrs. Jesse Bolte 

Office Administrator 

School Office Hours: 

Monday – Friday 

7:15am– 3:30pm 

Baptism 

Meeting with Pastor or Deacon for 

Baptism preparation required dur-

ing pregnancy or after birth – see 

Parish website for more info 

Confirmation 

For Sophomores & Juniors every 

other year 

Marriage 

Contact Pastor 8 months before 

wedding date. Marriage prepara-

tion & Confirmation are required—

see Parish website for more info 

Anointing of the Sick 

Please call Parish Office to make 
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FROM THE PASTOR: The readings today speak 
to us about “new beginnings.” The obvious “new 
beginning” for Lazarus is that he gets his earthly 
life back. This miracle clearly shows the power of 
God working through His Son, Jesus, to insure 
eternal life for all those who believe in Him. Too 
often we forget that we are not made for this 
world permanently. We are “passing through.” 
Our baptism put us on a journey toward Heaven 
where God lives in eternity. Until we get there, 
we get to know Him a little bit, step-by-step, 
along the way, here on planet earth. Lazarus was 
a “God-fearing” man; a righteous man. He was 
getting to know his God, Yahweh, in his earthly 
journey of life. He died from his illness. But Je-
sus showed his sisters, the Apostles, and all those 
people who were there comforting Martha and 
Mary, that He has power over life and death. So 
two things are important to take from this familiar 
story: 1) God wants us to live with Him forever in 
heaven; 2) He has the power to get us there even 
in the face of our timely human death. 
But all the readings this week are about more than 
the life that awaits us in Eternity. They are trying 
to remind us that there is “new life” right now in 
this world as well. Our life in eternity and our life 
in this world both demand that we put our faith in 
the “power of our God.” The First reading speaks 
of the people of ancient Israel, God’s people, get-
ting a second chance to live in their land and wor-
ship their God in the Temple. They get to “start 
over!” just as Lazarus got to do when he came out 
of that tomb. In the second reading St. Paul re-
minds us that through Jesus we “rise” with Him 
even now, not just at the last judgement time. We 
can know resurrection right now during our earth-
ly pilgrimage because of our faith in Jesus Christ. 
And finally, the story of Lazarus reminds us that 
Jesus can “raise us up” just as He did his friend 
Lazarus,  from the things that push us down in 
this life; the things that take the life out of us; the 
things that weigh us down. 
The current times are weighing us down, even if 
we don’t have Covid19, even if we haven’t been 
laid off, even if we haven’t lost a loved one to the 
virus. The whole experience is a heavy burden on 
our world, our nation, our church, our families, 
our communities, our hearts. We might be saying, 
or at least thinking, what Martha and Mary said to 
their friend, Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 

our brother would not have died.”  
It is times like these when we as Christians, as 
Catholics, need to remember some very things 
that are true now as they were then:  Jesus is our 
friend also! Jesus is here with us! Jesus has the 
power to “raise us up” in the face of  our heart-
ache. We need to remember what St. Paul said to 
the Ephesians….”we can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens us.” –Msgr. Greg 

If you have not already done so, I invite you to go on the 
internet to “YouTube” and search for the Mass at Church 
of the Risen Savior in Rhineland and St. George in Her-
mann to join me and others in this weekend’s Mass and 
hear some more reflections on the readings.  

I also encourage you to use “YouTube” to lis-

ten to some very good Catholic speakers. I 

don’t think you will be disappointed taking 

in what they share and seeing how you can 

put their lessons into practice for both adults 

and young adults. Chris Stefanik and Mat-

thew Allner. Check them out. Their talks are 

good for Junior High young adults, parents, 

and older adults.  

FROM OUR BISHOP: For the past few week-

ends during Sunday Mass we have included as 

one of our special petitions the “success of 

our Pastoral Plan.” Bishop McKnight has 

asked all parishes to participate in a “group” 

or “round-table” sharing about three im-

portant goals for our growth as a Catholic 

community in the Diocese of Jefferson City. 

First: that more Catholics would step up and 

take responsibility in making their respective 

Parish grow and prosper spiritually as part of 

the Kingdom of God. Secondly: that all Catho-

lics would recognize that we are “stewards” 

of God’s gift to our own self and to the world. 

Therefore we need to take those gifts….time, 

talent, and treasure….and put them to use for 

the glory of God, for the service of our neigh-

bor, for the future of our Parish. Thirdly: to 

re-define our Parish as a “Center of Charity” 

within our respective communities and for 

our respective communities. To be an Apostle 

of Jesus Christ in this temporary world is to 

1) take responsibility for it, 2) to be good 

stewards of it, 3) and to spread charity 

throughout it. Bishop McKnight wants us to 

adopt this locally as a “strategic pastoral 

plan” for St. George Parish and Church of the 

Risen Savior Parish. Keep your ears open for 

more information coming down the pike 


