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Unless the Lord build the house, They labor in vain who build it.
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Awesome in his sanctuary is God.
Ps.68, V.36



For great is the Lord and highly to be praised;

Awesome is he, beyond all gods.

Ps. 96, V. 4

The history of
San Antonio Catholic Church

The era of Spanish exploration of the southern
coast of Florida began in the early 1500's. Following
early explorations, Juan Ponce de Leon, Governor of
Puerto Rico, was officially credited as having discovered
Florida on Easter Sunday, 1513. He named this new
land of lush vegetation Domingo de Pascua, the "Sunday
of Flowers". In 1514, Spain appointed Ponce de Leon
Governor of Florida. He sailed again to Florida with
priests, farmers, artisans, soldiers and livestock to
establish a permanent settlement.

Native to the area, the Calusa Indians dominated
the west coast of Florida from the Keys to Sarasota.
Living in thatched-roof huts built on large shell mounds,
they were skilled artisans and savage warriors who lived
off game, fish and shell fish. After arriving at Charlotte
Harbor, Ponce de Leon was mortally wounded in a
Calusa Indian attack. His vessel returned to Cuba where
he died shortly thereafter.

Itis believed that Hernando DeSoto camped near
Ft. Myers and was in the area of Charlotte Harbor in
May of 1539 in his quest to conquer this new land. It
was not, however, until Pedro Menendez de Aviles, a
Spanish naval commander, founded St. Augustine on
Florida's east coast in 1565, that the first permanent
settlement lying in the present day continental United
States was established.

In 1566, Menendez launched a second colonial
plan to seek an opening on the southwest gulf coast for
what he hoped would be a cross-peninsula waterway.
He established his base, San Antonio, in the greater
Charlotte Harbor area where he hoped to begin peaceful
colonization while he looked for a waterway to the
Atlantic coast.

In 1567, a mission was established at the San
Antonio settlement. Father Juan Rogel, a Spanish Jesuit
priest, was placed in charge of the mission. He sought
to establish good relations with the Calusa to bring them
to an acceptance of Christianity and an abandonment



of their long rooted religious practices including human
sacrifice. In 1573, both the base and the Catholic
Mission of San Antonio were destroyed. It is believed
by most historians that this destruction was again the
work of the Calusa Indians.

The Mission of San Antonio in the Charlotte
Harbor area was the first place where a Catholic
presence was established that lies within the territory
of the present Diocese of Venice in Florida. Mass was
offered and the sacraments were celebrated. Because
of its historical significance in the Diocese of Venice,
Bishop John Nevins determined that should a new
parish be established in this area, it would bear the name
San Antonio and would continue the work of the church
begun in 1565. Our history is depicted in the stained
glass window above the sanctuary.

By 1991, Father

Nicholas McLaughlin, EV) *{le“
Pastor of St. Charles’

Borromeo Church in Port

Charlotte, realized that +
the number of St. Charles Crardotte | 1567 - Eather
parishioners exceeded Rabeg  owblenly
the parish's ability to ok

adequately service and
care for them. With
approval from Bishop
Nevins, he began to look
for an area which might
ultimately separate from St. Charles and be the location
of a new parish. To alleviate immediate over-crowding,
Father McLaughlin celebrated Mass for the first time in
the banquet room of Victoria Estates on Sunday,
November 18, 1991, for the church community of Deep
Creek. Four Hundred people were in attendance.

In anticipation of needing a new parish, the
Diocese purchased ten acres of property on Rampart
Boulevard which would be the site on which its facilities
would be erected. On September 8, 1992, this church
community was formally named the Catholic Church
Mission of St. Charles Borromeo Parish at Deep Creek.
Father Thomas J. Zedar was appointed the Mission's
administrator. The Catholic Mission at Deep Creek had
its first organizational meeting on October 29, 1992 at
which Father McLaughlin introduced Father Zedar.
People were invited to volunteer their services to the

Mission.

In order to permit more flexibility to serve the
growing number of families in the Mission, three units
were leased in the Deep Creek Commons Mall on
Sandhill Boulevard. The spaces were renovated and
prepared for the celebration of Mass as well as to serve
the Mission as organizational, educational, social and
office area. The location seated 300 with space for an
additional 200 to stand at peak times.

Three hundred families formally registered as
members of the Mission. That number steadily
increased as more and more people became involved.
There was great interest in establishing a parish. On
April 20,1993, Bishop Nevins "erected" a parish in the
Deep Creek area of Charlotte County. It was given
the name of San Antonio Catholic Parish. Father Zedar
was named Founding Pastor.

Plans were begun to build our first facility, a
provisional church. It would be a permanent building,
well able to meet our needs for several years. However,
as the Deep Creek and Charlotte Harbor areas continued
to grow and develop, a larger, permanent church would
be needed and the provisional church would ultimately
become the parish center. We were wisely advised that
our future perceived needs of growth to 3,000+
households could not be met with our current 10 acres.
An additional 10 acres contiguous to our property was
purchased in 1993.

Ground was broken for the provisional church
on the Feast of San Anfonio on June 13, 1994. As the
official ground breakers left the ceremony, the
bulldozers arrived. For the next several months, the
site was prepared for our building. In keeping with
our heritage, the architecture of our building is
Mediterranean Revival. It is able to seat 500 people. As
need dictates, additonal space for 250 is available by
opening up folding walls. Housing offices, classrooms,
meeting rooms, social space and a kitchen, it provides
adequate worship space as well as areas to carry out
the many ministries, programs and activities for several
years.

It is with a sense of achievement and
thanksgiving that our new facility is formally dedicated
on Sunday afternoon, October 15, 1995 at 2:00pm.
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October 15, 1995

Reverend Thomas J. Zedar
Pastor

San Antonio Church

2200 Kings Highway, 3L #52
Port Charlotte, Florida 33980

Dear Father Zedar,

As we gather to bless this beautiful new structure, we offer praise and gratitude to
God for the faith and generosity of San Antonio Parish Community.

It is a joy for me to be with you today to share in this special celebration. The
Liturgy reminds us that the building used for worship, which we call Church, is a symbol
of the deeper reality, which is God’s holy people assembled in faith and love.

I pray that each time your pecple come together to celebrate their Faith in Word
and Sacrament within these walls, they will deaw closer to God and His Church.

Congratulations to you and the San Antonio Parish Community on this truly
blessed occasion.

With prayerful best wishes and a blessing, I am
Sincerely in Qur Lord,

-+ LM
Ji i s, D.D.
BiShop of Venice in Florida

P.O. BOX 2006 VENICE, FLORIDA 34284-20006 » (813) 484-9543

QOctober 15, 1995

Dear San Antonians,

It seems such a short time ago that we began the exciting, but
challenging task of forming ourselves into a new parish family and building
a facility in which to worship and carry out our many ministries. What has
been accomplished since September 8, 1992, is nothing less than AWESOME!

Your "always ready to help” attitude has caused this to happen. The
generosity with which so many have shared their time, talent and treasure
began on "day one" and has only increased.

We began with an initial registration of about three hundred house-
holds. Many commented on the closeness, friendliness and warmth a "small”
parish enabled them to experience. No longer as small, as we approach a
registration of one thousand families, our parishioners are still happily
making the same comments. What a wonderful tribute to all who help this
continue.

Today we can all enjoy a well deserved feeling of accomplishment.
In doing, so, let's not think that we're "finished”. We will never be finished.
We've only just begun.

To those who have been "on the ride" thus far, I offer my sincere
"Thank You" for all you have done and are doing. To those who will join us, I
offer a sincere "Welcome".

QOur God is an awesome God, who brought us this far, and with St.
Anthony's intercession, will be with us in all the years ahead, which we pray
will be many and blessed.

Gratefully in our Lord,

ety o

Father Tom r




The Liturgy of Dedication
of an Altar

Gathering

One Spirit, One Church Kevin Keil
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1. and in our hearts take up__ thy rest; come with thy grace
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1. and heav'n-ly aid to fill the hearts which_ thou hast made.
2. and fire of love, the soul'sa- noint - ing__ from a - bove.

Text: Refrain. Maryanne Quinivan, OSU: Verses, attr. to Rabanus Maurus.
776-856, tr. by Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, ait.© 1990, Ursuline Academy of Cleveland.
Music © 1990, Kevin Keil. Published by OCP Publications. All vights reserved.

Presentation of Building Plans and Key to the Bishop

Greeting by the Bishop

Blessing and Sprinkling of Water

The Bishop blesses water with which to sprinkle the people as
a sign of repentance and as a reminder of their baptism, and to purify
the altar.

During Sprinkling People Sing
River of Glory Dan Schutte
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bathed in__ the glory of God!

© 1991, Daniel L. Schutte. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
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Gloria

Mass in Honor
of Jesus Christ Redemptor Hominis



Glory To God

Francis V. Strahan

Verses sung by choir, Refrain by all

Glo- ry to God

Lord God, Hea
and Father,

Refrain

o
in the highest,_ and peace to his peo -ple on earth.

venly King, Almighty God

We Worship You, We Give You Thanks,
We Praise You for Your Glory

Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Son of the Father,

Refrain

Lord God, Lamb of God,
You Take Away the Sin of the World,
Have Mercy on Us;

Refrain

You Are Seated at the Right Hand

of the Father,

Receive Our Prayer.

Refrain

For You Alone

are the Holy One,

You Alone are the Lord,
You Alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,

In the Glory of

Refrain Twice

God the Father.

A -men, a - men, al-le-lu- ia! A-men, a - men,al-le-lu- ia!

First Reading

Genesis 28: 11 - 18

Response

This is The Day
Ps118:1-2,16-17, 22-23, 24 Michael Joncas
Choir, Then All
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This is the day the Lord__has made; let us re-joice and be glad.__
A Fine _
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This is the day the Lord__has made; let us re-joice and be glad._

© 1981, 1982, Michael Joncas. Published by Cooperative Ministries, Inc.
All vights reserved. Exclusive agent: OCP Publications

Second Reading  Ephesians 2: 19 - 22
Gospel Acclamation

Salisbury Alleluia Christopher Walker
Choir, Then All

i § T
Al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le-lu - ida. al-le-lu - ia.

@ 1992, Christopher Walker. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
Al vights reserved.

Gospel Matthew 16: 13 - 18
Homily Most Reverend John Nevins
Bishop of Venice

Profession of Faith  Creed
Prayer of Dedication and Anointing
Invitation to Prayer

Litany of the Saints



Response James Walsh, OSB

(organ) Saints of God, come to our aid! Pray forus, O

pray for us all. Saints of God, come to our aid, hear us when we call!

© 1980, 1991, Jantes Walsh, OSB. Administered in England by the S¢. Thomas More Group. Published by OCP
Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved

Prayer of Dedication

The Anointing of the Altar
The Bishop then pours chrism (holy oil) upon the altar and anoints
the altar which is symbolic of Christ, who is the "Anocinted One".

How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place
Ps 84 Owen Alstott

Chotr, Then All

i
How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord  God of hosts!

© 1983, OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved.

Incensation of the Altar

Incense is burned on the altar to signify that Christ's sacrifice
ascends to God as an odor of sweetness, and that the people's prayers
rise up to God like incense. After the altar is incensed the people, the
living temple in which each member is a spiritual altar, are incensed.

Holy Spirit Marianne Misetich, SNJM
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1. Ho-ly Spir - it, fill me with your love. Ho-ly Spir- it
2. Ho-ly Spir - it, fill me with your peace. Ho-ly Spir- it
3. Ho-ly Spir - it, fill me withyour joy. Ho-ly Spir- it
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1. Take my heart and keep it close tothe Fa - ther, close to the
2. Take my heartand keep it close tothe Fa - ther, close tothe
3. Take my heart and keep it close tothe Fa - ther, close tothe
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1. Son, Ho - ly Spir-it makeus one in love.
2. Son, Ho - ly Spirit makeus one in peace.
3. Son, Ho - ly Spirit makeus one in  joy
© 1973 Marianne Misetich, SNIM. Publi by OCP Publications. All rights reserved
Preparation of the Altar

The altar is prepared as the table of sacrificial banquet and adorned
as for a feast. The dressing of the altar clearly signifies that it is the Lord's
table at which all God's people joyously meet to be refreshed with divine
food, the body and blood of Christ sacrificed.

Lighting of the Altar and the Church

The lighting of the altar teaches us that Christ is "a light to en-
lighten the nations". His brightness shines out in the Church and through
it, in the whole human family.

During the Lighting People Sing

Light of Christ Owen Alstott
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Light of  Christ,  shine in your Church.  Dwell in
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Ev-'ry heart that seeks the full - ness of truth.

© 1983 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 87213. All rights reserved.



Preparation of the Gifts Memorial Acclamation
Choir, Then All

This Alone Tim Manion _ 1=z
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Lord, bring me to your dwell - ing.
© Copyright 1981 by G.I.A. Publications, Inc., 7404 S0. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Printed in LL5.A
Text based on Ps 27, Text and music © 1981, Timothy |. Manion and New Dawn Music,
P.O. Box 13248, Portland, OR 97213-0248. All rights reserved. Used with permission,
Preface ot .
! e Lord's Prayer
Holy, Holy, Holy y
Verses Sung by Choir, Refrain by All
Sign of Peace
Ho - san - na, ho- san - na, in  the high - est.
Lamb of God
Foly, Holy, Holy Lord, Lamb of God ("Good Shepherd") Ouwen Alstott
God of Power and Might,
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Heaven and Earth are Lamb of God, you take a - way the sins of the
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world: have mer- cy on us. world: grant us__ peace.
Blessed is He Who Comes
In the Name of The Lord.
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Refrain © 1980, OCP Publications. All rights reserved,



Communion Song

The Supper of the Lord Laurence Rosania
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Pre-cious bod-y, pre-cious blood, here in bread and wine;
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here the Lord pre - pares the feast di - vine.
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come, share the sup-per of the Lord.
© 1994, Laurence R ia. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213,

All rights reserved.

Meditation Song (Choir) Surely The Presence of The Lord

Solemn Blessing and Dismissal
Recessional

Take the Word of God with You James Harrison ~ Christopher Walker
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God with you as you go.
2.Take the peace of God with you as you go.
3.Take the _joy of God  with you as you go.
4.Take the love of God  with you as you go.
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L Take the seeds of God's word _  and make them grow.
2. Take the seeds of God's peace_  and make them grow.
3. Take the seeds of God's joy__  and make them grow.
4. Take the seeds of God's love_  and make them grow.
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Go__ in peace to serve the world,__ in peace to serve the world,_
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__Take the love of God,the love of God with youasyou go.

Text © 1991, James Harrison. Music ©1991, Christopher Walker. Text and music published by
QCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

A brief history of
Saint Anthony of Padua

Priest and Doctor
of the Church

St. Anthony of Padua, our Patron Saint,
was born August 15,1195, to younE parents of
Portuguese nobility. In Baptism, he received
the name of Ferdinand.

For his early education, Ferdinand's
arents placed him in the community of the
ganons of the Cathedral of Lisbon. At 15, he
entered the Order of Regular Canons of St.
Augustine near Lisbon. Two years later, he was transferred to the priory of the
Holy Cross of the same Order at Coimbra. By age 20, Ferdinand gave up all
claim to his father's titles and estates and was ordained an Augustinian priest.
He remained at Coimbra for eight years where he prayed and studied the Bible
in obscurity.

In 1220, the relics of five Franciscan missionaries martyred in Morocco
while accompanying the Crusades which were sent to his monastery. Ferdinand
was inspired to follow in their footsteps of Faith. Against much opposition, he
finally obtained consent and passed over to the Franciscan Order so that he
might preach the gospel to the Moors. He was admitted in 1221 as Brother
Anthony and was sent to Morocco. Unfortunately, Anthony soon became very
ill. On his return to Spain, contrary winds drove his vessel to Sicily. Later that
year while attending a general chapter of the Order in Assisi, Italy, he saw St.
Francis.

Assigned toa hermitaﬁe of Sao Paolo near Forli, no one knew the sickly
young friar%lad brilliant intellectual and sfritual gifts. At an ordination cer-
emony when no one was prepared to preach, Anthony was told to speak what-
ever the Holy Spirit should put in his mouth. His eloquence was thus discov-
ered and he was commissioned to preach throughout northern Italy. Traveling
through France, Spain and Italy, he often preached in marketplaces because
churches could not hold the crowds who came to hear him.

Anthony was made a professor of theology, a subject which he later
taught at Bologna, Toulouse, Montpelier and Padua. He was the fixst of his
order appointed to teach theology, and was an envoy from the Franciscans to
Pope Gregory IX who called him "the Ark of the Testament" for his knowledge
of the scripture. During his lifetime, he was one of the most knowledgable
persons about the scriptures.

Many miracles were attributed to St. Anthony: his sermon to the fish at
Rimini, the mule that knelt before the Blessed Sacrament, the Psalter that was
stolen and returned (because of this he is best known as the patron of lost items),
and the story of how his host saw him holding the Child Jesus in his arms when
he looked through his window.

When he died on June 13, 1231, at the age of 36, people immediately
called for his canonization which occurred within a year of his death. We know
and revere him today as our Patron Saint, St. Anthony of Padua.



The great cathedrals of Christianity are a lasting tribute
to the abiding devotion and personal love each Catiolic has for
God. Onrnew parish, San Antonio, is a symbol, not only of the
flourishing Catholic presence in Port Charlotte, but also a sign
of lave and devotion for God in our own times. Throngh the
sacrifice of our time, talent and treasure, we as founders of this
new Provisional Church, San Antonio, have made it possible for
ourselves and future generations to be strengthened and to grow
in the love of God.

Charter Parishioners

Charter Parishioners continued
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The Lord in Zion is great, he is above all the peoples.
Let them praise your great and holy name;
Awesome is he!
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Prayer

Blessed are you, Lord God,
rufer of ali creation:
You know our hearts
and our plans,
and guide all that we do
Sfor your glory.
Grant that this project
will be for your honor
and for the benefit
of all your people.
We ask this, Father,
in the name of Jesus your Son.

Amen.

Pray for the success of our
Copital Campaiga.
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