
  Saint Gregory Barbarigo Catholic Church 
1005 Williams Ave 

Phone: (985) 876-2047          Houma, Louisiana 70364                Fax (985) 876-0628 

 
 

Dear Baptism Sponsor, 

 

 To be asked to be a sponsor is an honor.  In infant Baptism, the sponsor, together with the parents, presents the 

child for baptism and helps the baptized to lead the Christian life expected by Baptism and to fulfill faithfully the 

obligations inherent to it (Canon 872).  Only one male or one female sponsor, or one of each sex is to be employed 

(Canon 873). 

 

The qualifications of sponsors for the Catholic Baptism of an infant must be as follows: 

 

1. The sponsors are to be chosen by the parents or the person who takes their place.  When this is not possible, 

the pastor or other minister should choose the sponsor or sponsors. 

2. The sponsors must have the qualifications for and intention of carrying out this duty. 

3. They are to be at least sixteen (16) years of age. 

4. They must be Catholics who are already Confirmed and have received the Holy Eucharist.  (Catholics who 

have not Confirmed and received the Holy Eucharist are not eligible to be sponsors and cannot stand 

as a witness to the Baptism). 

5. They should be leading a life of faith in harmony with the duty they are undertaking (for example: cannot 

be co-habitating or living with someone outside of marriage, not faithfully attending Mass). 
6. They may not be under a lawfully imposed or declared canonical penalty (for example: not married by a 

Catholic priest or deacon, or living in a second marriage not recognized by the Church). 
7. They may not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized. 

 

A baptized person belonging to a non-Catholic ecclesial community may be admitted as a witness to Baptism, 

but only along with a Catholic sponsor (Canon 874, 2). 

 

 Please contact your Church of Baptism and request a “Recent Copy” of your Baptismal record that includes any 

notations. 

 

The reason you are receiving this letter is that we need a letter from your pastor verifying that you are a 

participating member of your parish community.  Please have your pastor complete the form on the back side of this 

letter and return it to the above address as soon as possible. 

The Baptism will not be scheduled until all paperwork is completed and returned.  Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

 Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 Father Alex Lazarra 

 Pastor 

 

************************************************************************************ 

 

I certify that I have read the qualifications for sponsor and meet all the requirements. 

 

_______________________________________ 

Signature of Sponsor 



 

 

Date: _______________________ 

 

 

Dear Father or Designee: 

 

 As the parish of Saint Gregory assists parents who are requesting Baptism for their child, we are asking 

for your assistance in confirming the qualifications of the potential sponsor.  We are grateful for your 

cooperation in this matter and appreciate your time and support.  Please acknowledge one of the three options 

below. 

 

 

 ______________________________________, sponsor for _____________________________________: 
                       (Name of Sponsor)                                                                            (Name of child to be baptized) 

  

1. ____ is a participating member of ______________________________________ Church parish   
               (Name of Church) 

 in ________________________________, and to my knowledge meets the qualifications for  
                     (City & State)  
 sponsor. 

                                                                              

 

2. ____ lives in the territory of ___________________________________________ Church parish  
           (Name of Church) 
 in ________________________________, but is not known to us.                                                                                     
                 (City & State) 

 

3. ____  is a participating member of ______________________________________ Church parish  
                   (Name of Church) 
 in ________________________________, but does not meet the qualifications to be a sponsor  
                 (City & State) 
 because of _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________. 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Pastor of Sponsor or Designee 

 


