Second Reading — 2 Timothy 4: 6-8

A reading from the Second Letter of Timothy:

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. From now on a merited crown awaits me; on that Day the
Lord, just judge that He is, will award it to me — and not only to
me, but to all who have looked for His appearing with eager

longing.

The Word of the Lord.



Second Reading — Romans 14: 7-9, 10b-12
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans:

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we
live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For this is why
Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living. For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
God; for it is written:
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God.

The Word of the Lord.



Second Reading — Romans 6: 3-4, 8-9

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Are you aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? We were indeed buried with Him
through Baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness
of life. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead,
dies no more; death no longer has power over Him.

The Word of the Lord.



Second Reading — Romans 5: 5-11

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us. For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the
appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does
one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good person one
might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in
that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How much more
then, since we are now justified by his blood, will we be saved
through him from the wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son. How much
more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his life. Not only that,
but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
-whom we have now received reconciliation. |

The Word of the Lord.



Second Reading — Romans 8: 31-35, 37-39
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans:

If God is for us, who can be against us? Is it possible that He
who did not spare His own Son but handed Him over for the sake
of us all will not grant us all things besides? Who shall bring a
charge against God’s chosen ones? God, who justifies? Who shall
condemn them? Christ Jesus, who died or rather was raised up,
who is at the right hand of God and who intercedes for us?

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or
distress, or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or the
sword? Yet in all this we are more than conquerors because of Him
who has loved us. For I am certain that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor principalities, nor powers, neither the present
nor the future, neither height nor depth, nor any other creature, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that comes to us in
Christ Jesus, our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.



Second Reading — 1 John 3: 1-2
A reading from the first letter of John:

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called
the children of God. Yet so we are. The reason the world does not
know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do
know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is.

The Word of the Lord.



