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Attendance:   FOP Representatives from St. Joseph, Our Lady of the Woods, St. 

Roch, Sacred Heart and St. Timothy were present.  Fr. Marc requested Denise 

Gorski, the newly appointed Director of Faith Formation for St. Cyprian and St. 

Joseph, attend and represent St. Cyprian’s. 

The meeting opened with prayer and discussion of current events going on at 

each parish.   

There was discussion about OLOW’s scholarship program and award eligibility.  As 

there are scholarship programs in other parishes, a uniform policy on 

management and distribution of funds may be appropriate.  Fr. Marc will reach 

out to Fr. Ray regarding this topic.  

St. Roch will be hosting Advent by Candlelight (ABC) on Sunday, December 4 at 

2:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.  All adult men and women of the FOP are invited. 

Regarding faith formation, the family program is growing in interest and 

participation. Youth Ministry efforts are focusing on bridging Gabriel Richard’s 

and the parishes’ activities within our FOP. 

St. Cyprian, St. Joseph and Sacred Heart are moving forward with a combined 

parish bulletin.  A Madonna student who is studying Desktop Publishing has been 

hired to do the combined bulletin and will start by the New Year if not before.  

The 12-page bulletin will be mailed to the secretary of each participating parish 

and the bulletin will be paid for by the advertising on the back of the bulletin. 

Other parishes within the FOP may have an opportunity to be included at a later 

date. 

Deacon Steve is launching “Fishers of Men”, a new ministry for Downriver men 

across our FOP.  He is overseeing the current Alpha program for the FOP staff and 



priests which will conclude on Nov. 17th and is forming a leadership team to vision 

and strategize for the evangelization of the entire downriver community. 

The AOD is transitioning from the current LDP (loan deposit program) to a Parish 

School Trust. 

Each FOP has been requested to develop a Missionary Strategic Plan (MSP). The 

Leadership Team of Fr. Marc, Deacon Steve, Sean Calvin, Sue Biedlingmaier and 

Denise Gorski will work on a process for development of the Plan. 

After launching the first parish assembly that was recommended several months 

ago, it was determined that a more effective way to have two-way 

communication with parishioners is to conduct small group meetings within each 

parish. 

The AOD predicts a shortage of 9 priests in the southern Detroit Metropolitan 

area parishes within the next couple of years. Efforts are underway to mitigate 

the issues of fewer priests available to serve the Catholic Community.  Fr. Marc is 

talking with fellow priests who may be available to help on a part-time basis and 

in light of Fr. Ray’s retirement in July, 2024, Fr. Bob and Fr. Ray are working on a 

process for the eventual reduction in the number of Masses at OLOW and St. 

Roch.  Details are yet to be determined but will include collecting input of 

members from the two parishes. 

St. Roch will host this year’s Christmas gathering scheduled for December 15th 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The event will begin with a short prayer service in the 

Church followed by dinner in the Social Hall. 

Pastoral Council minutes are available on the downrivermissionariesforchrist.com 

website.  Click on menu in the upper right-hand corner, then click on the “About 

Us” link.  The minutes can be found under the “Council and Teams” link.  

Beginning with the November 3, 2022 Minutes, Fr. Marc will ask Kathy to send out 

an email to the Pastoral Council members advising them when minutes of these 

meetings are uploaded on the site.   

Next Meeting – 6:30 p.m., St. Cyprian’s Parish Offices, date to be determined. 


