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Happy Easter! The tomb is empty, 
Christ has risen – what a glorious 
time to rejoice! The resurrection 

of Our Lord is such a significant event 
in our faith and liturgical year, however, 
that we do not celebrate it on one day 
only.  The Church gives us the Easter 
Season, 50 days from Easter Sunday to 
Pentecost, to put into action the 
transformation of the Risen Christ.

My wish for our faith family is that each 
of us work to manifest Easter in our 
spiritual and physical lives. During Lent 
we resolved to turn away from what has 
distracted us and turn our hearts and 

minds back toward God, perhaps by 
giving up certain pleasures, engaging in 
deliberate kindness, or increasing the 
time spent in intentional communication 
with God.  Our work is not over. 
We must each now determine how to 
transform the lessons of our Lenten 
penance into the joy of Easter. 

From Easter to Pentecost, there are 
eight Sundays and forty-two daily 
Masses, with liturgies that take us from 
the Last Supper through the remarkable 
experience of the early Church.
Opportunity for learning and reflection 
abound – allow God to speak to your 
heart through His Word.

Give yourself and your family time to 
rejoice. What a perfect opportunity 
Easter Season Sundays present to carve 
out extra time to extend the liturgical 
celebration and allow the joy to flow.  
May we all, with purpose and intention, 
make this Easter season fruitful for 
ourselves, our families, our parish, 
and all whom we encounter.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Joseph
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in the Lord,

Fr. Joseph and Fr. Francis
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A VOCATION & LIFE JOURNEY by Father Joseph

Father Joseph in 2020

Fr. Joseph and his mother in 1995

Congratulations on 25th Anniversary 
of Priestly Ordination

Rev. Joseph M. Tran
Special Anniversary Mass

Sun. May 31, 2020 @ 11 AM
St. Matthew the Apostle Church

Reception to follow in the 
Msgr. Bendix Center.

Join Us!

A Vocation and Life Journey
~ 25th Anniversary of Ordination 

Reflecting upon my life, I can testify 
that God has been present and 
working in my life from the very 

beginning. I was born in southern 
Vietnam in 1967.  After the fall of Saigon 
in 1975, my parents, five siblings, and 
I fled Vietnam.  Since my father was a 
fisherman by trade, we escaped by boat 
to the Indian Ocean; and after a few 
weeks floating at sea, we were rescued 
by a cargo ship that took us to the 
Philippines.  We were then transferred 
to Wake Island (near Hawaii), where 
we lived in a refugee camp for a month 
before being transferred to a military 
base in Arkansas to learn the language 
and understand American culture for 
future adjustment.

Later that year, with the sponsorship 
of Catholic Charities and Archbishop 
Hannan, we settled in New Orleans.  
Three years later, at the age of 11, I went 
to a religious educational institution 
and then to McMain High School for my 
secondary education. Following high 
school I attended LSU, then San Antonio 
College, and St. Mary’s University 
(San Antonio), where I earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Philosophy. After 
college I worked as dean of a boarding 
school in Baton Rouge.
 
In 1991 I joined Notre Dame Seminary 
to continue my graduate studies in 
theology.  On May 27, 1995, I was 
ordained as a priest of the Archdiocese 
of New Orleans. Over the years, I was 
assigned as Parochial Vicar and Associate 
Pastor to St. Mark in Chalmette, St. Anne 
Church & Shrine in Metairie, and St. Luke 
the Evangelist in Slidell.

In January of 2002 I became a Pastor 
of three churches:  Our Lady of Good 
Harbor in Buras, St. Ann Mission in 
Empire, and St. Anthony Mission 
in Bootheville/Venice.  During this 

assignment, Hurricane Katrina hit and 
destroyed all three churches. I was 
displaced and later assigned to 
Holy Name of Mary Church in Algiers 
from 2006-2008.

From 2008-2012, I was pastor at 
St. Thomas in Point a La Hache and 
Assumption of Our Lady in Braithewaite.  
St. Thomas had been damaged in 
Hurricane Katrina and required 
rebuilding. Then in 2012 Hurricane Isaac 
flooded Assumption of Our Lady, and 
my focus turned to rebuilding the church 
and hall.

In 2013 I was assigned here as Pastor of 
St. Matthew the Apostle Parish.  During 
the past seven years, it has been my 
pleasure to serve this community. 
Refurbishing the church was a true labor 
of love for me.  

After my parents settled in America, they 
had six more children! My father passed 
away in 1983, and sadly we lost four of 
my siblings. Today my family is spread 
out over four states, with me in Louisiana 
and the rest living in Texas, Missouri, and 
California.  

This year I celebrate 25 years in the 
priesthood, and each assignment has 
helped me grow in my vocation.  I am so 
grateful for both the blessings and the 
challenges God has sent my way.
I consider myself blessed to minister in 
the archdiocese as a priest.  Through 
my priestly vocation, I want to share 
how God has always been faithful to 
me and my family. I want to share that 
love of God with others.  I am also very 
appreciative of the many, many faithful 
I have encountered along the way who 
have helped shape my 25 years as a 
priest.  Thank you – I look forward to 
many more years of service.
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DEACON’S CORNER

These are the words we proclaim at every station of the 
Cross during Lent. We spiritually accept the Cross and 
walk with Jesus as he accepts the cross and falls ... is 

stripped and humiliated ... then nailed to his cross.

We do not need to wait for the Lenten season to come around 
and adore Jesus. Adoration is available just about every time we 
come into church.

Adoration is the devotion to and worship of Jesus, who we 
believe to be present in Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. 
Adoration is another practice of our faith that dates back to St. 
Basil of Caesarea (died 379). In the Middle Ages, the Feast of 
Corpus Christi (The Body of Christ) was instituted. Continuing to 
grow, in 1967 Vatican Council II elevated adoration as a liturgical 
service in its own right.

Eucharistic adoration may take place while the sacred host is 
exposed or reserved in the tabernacle. While exposed, the host 

is placed in a “monstrance”, placed on the altar and elevated 
on a pedestal. Four to six candles are lighted and placed on 
each side of the monstrance. Benediction can take place at the 
beginning but should take place in closing. Incense may also be 
used as part of benediction. Eucharistic processions are also 
allowed, and should take place annually. 

Here at St. Matthew, we have Eucharistic Adoration every 
Thursday from 10:00 AM (after 9:15 Mass) until 7:00 PM. 
Benediction to the Blessed Sacrament begins at 6:50 PM. 

We also have a “Holy Hour,” with exposition of the Eucharist on 
the first Friday of each month after the 9:15 Mass. 

Our full exposition of the Holy Eucharist takes place on Holy 
Thursday night as part of the “Mass of the Lord’s Supper.” 
Adoration begins after Mass until 12:00 midnight.

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus was troubled and distressed as he 
entered the Garden of Gethsemane. Taking Peter, James 
and John with him, he asked them “to sit here while I pray.” 
Returning three times, he found them asleep each time.

My sisters and brothers, Jesus asked his disciples to be with 
him for just an hour. Let us spend some time alone with him in 
prayer or to listen to him as he speaks to us.

May God Bless!

Deacon Nathan

We Adore you O’ Christ and we Praise You ... 
Because by Your Holy Cross You have Redeemed the World.



4 ST. MATTHEW THE APOSTLE PARISH

Photo Fun!

Pictured to the left are college students that were 
St. Matthew altar servers. Being altar servers had a 
profound impact on their faith formation then and 
now! Encourage your children to join the Altar Server 
Ministry.

Children of the parish, 3rd grade and up, are asked 
to join the St. Matthew Altar Server Ministry.  What a 
wonderful way to be part of Sunday Mass and to keep 
learning about our rich Catholic Church!

ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY

CCD Throat Blessing

Coastal Roots

CYO Champions

Gaudate Sunday

Knights of Columbus

Mardi Gras Band

Matt’s Cats

1

2



WHERE DID YOU GROW UP?  
I was born in New Orleans and we moved to Metairie when I 
was 3. I’ve lived within 5 miles of that same address all my life.
 
WHEN DID YOU START TEACHING AT SMA AND WHAT DO 
YOU TEACH?
I started teaching at SMA in August 1980. I’ve always taught 
PE but occasionally filled in for Middle School Religion when 
needed. Back then it was Pre-K 4 to 8th grade for PE. My first 
Religion class was the 8th grade class of 2000 

WHAT IS ONE OF YOUR HIDDEN TALENTS?
Growing up our favorite family pastime was singing. So, I am 
proud to have served as a cantor for my home parish of St. 
Christopher the Martyr for over 30 years.

WHAT WOULD THE STUDENTS BE SURPRISED TO FIND OUT 
ABOUT YOU?
I’m from a VERY large family. My mother is the baby of 13 
and I am one of 54 grandchildren. When I was in high school, 
I couldn’t go to a visiting high school without running into a 
relative. I had a cousin in EVERY Catholic high school in the 
Archdiocese. 

IF YOU WON THE LOTTERY AND DECIDED TO GIVE UP 
TEACHING, WHAT WOULD YOU DO INSTEAD?
I’d probably volunteer to work with the Archdiocese in some 
capacity. I love being around young people and can’t imagine 
just sitting around doing nothing. Of course, there might be 
some time taken out for traveling as well.
 
WHAT MAKES A ‘GOOD DAY’ AT SCHOOL?
When you plan something and the internet actually works.
A good day is when I see the kids getting excited about the 
project or lesson.

WHAT ACCOMPLISHMENT FILLS YOU WITH PRIDE SO FAR 
THIS YEAR?
Every year I surprise myself that we actually pull off another 
year of fair dances. I never took dancing or was even a great 
dancer but somehow God fills the gap and provides just 
enough inspiration to make these little ones look good.  

I’m also proud of all the service projects I get to organize for the 
school; helping adopt needy students from other schools for 
Christmas, raising money for American Heart through the Jump 
for Heart program and working with the Children of Angels’ 
Place at Easter. Service is a concrete way we can put our calling 
as Christians to work. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MRS. SUE GUIDRY, SMA TEACHER 

SMA Teacher Spotlight



Dear Parishioners,

The past 2 school years have been a period of great 
growth for our school.  Our enrollment has grown by 41 
students, a 13% growth in one year.  This growth places 

St. Matthew in the top 5% nationally among Catholic schools 
in terms of enrollment increase and reverses a recent trend 
of declining enrollment.  This growth is a result of a shared 
commitment from all of us to engage as partners in growing 
this important ministry of our parish and to provide our wider 
community the best option for their child’s schooling.  While 
last year we focused on reengaging the St. Matthew community 
and reminding each other of the great history of success at our 
school, this year we have intentionally focused inward.  After a 
year of bringing our ministry to the people and inviting them 
to join us, it is clear that the invitation has been accepted.  The 
administration, teachers and parents with great intention 
recognize that we must have “our house” ready for the guest.  
This starts with a committed faculty and parents that have 
embraced the call as a principle of our faith to resist the status 
quo. 

Rejecting the status quo is reflected in our commitment to 
partner with our parents and parish leaders to find new and 
exciting ways for our students to engage and grow in their 
faith.  This is highlighted in our renewed virtues of the month 
program, our parent led K4J afterschool program and the 
commitment of our parents to partner with Father Joseph and 
Father Francis in reigniting our youth group (Matt’s Cat’s).  Our 
school is moving beyond the religious curriculum of the school 
day and toward a place of continuous service to our parish 

and others. We continually push the envelope to find ways 
for our students to practice their faith in a way that makes 
them stronger and spurs them on to be leaders of our faith 
community.

From an academic perspective’ we continue to challenge the 
status quo by continually improving our spaces and curriculum 
in ways that embrace the needs of the 21st century learner.  
This is reflected in the renovation of the “Old Rectory” to 
accommodate our growing Little Crusader program. It is 
reflected in the transformation of our Library space into a 
modern learning studio that not only will enhance the reading 
experience of our students but allow our students to develop 
the collaborative, creative, and communication skills needed 
in today’s world.  The new space will also allow us new ways 
to expand our STEAM curriculum.  It is reflected in our new 
“Coding Lab,” through the use of 30 new iPad, our students are 
learning the language of computer coding.  Learning coding not 
only gives them the advantage of learning computer skills that 
are timely to their generation but research shows that such a 
curriculum improves students' ability to think creatively and 
strategically.  Skills that will benefit them in other subject areas.   

Here are some other initiatives that we have undertaken this 
school year.

• Implementation of Lexia Core 5, a research based 
differentiated reading program that systematically targets the 
skill gaps in each individual student.

• Implementation of Dreambox Learning Math, an interactive, 
adaptive, self-paced supplemental math program that 
teaches strategies for manipulating numbers that moves 
students from rote memorization of facts and formulas to 
abstract thinking.

• New Science curriculum for grades 3-7 that moves us to a 
more blended approach to teaching science which will allow 
to learn science through increased real-world experiences. 

As you can see we have been very busy over the first three 
quarters of the school year but we are just scratching the 
surface of where we are headed.  If you are curious about some 
of the other great things happening at our school please visit 
our brand new website (smaschool.net).  Our new website has 
all the information you need as well as interactive features to 
get you connected with this wonderful ministry of our parish.

Tony Bonura
Principal
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PRINCIPAL UPDATE

Principal Tony Bonura
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Vacation Bible School
“Vatican Express”
When June 1-5, 2020
For Pre-K4 through 4th Grade
Registration begins in April. Adults wishing to volunteer please contact the Rectory. 

Congratulations on 25th 
Anniversary of Priestly 

Ordination

Rev. Joseph M. Tran
Special Anniversary Mass

Sun. May 31, 2020 @ 11 AM

St. Matthew the Apostle Church
Reception to follow in the 

Msgr. Bendix Center.

You Are Invited

Camp Crusader
St. Matthew the Apostle

Camp Crusader

May 25 – July 17, 2020 
Campers entering Grades

PreK-3 – 7th Grade

All children are invited to attend!
Summer Camp information and 
registration forms are available 
in the school office, the church 

rectory, and on our website: 
www.smaschool.net.
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Holy Week
Please join us during Holy Week for a beautiful Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper at 7:00 PM on Holy Thursday.  After the Mass the 
church will be open for Adoration until midnight.  There will be 
reception in the MBC after Holy Thursday Mass.

On Good Friday morning, many parishioners will be 
participating in the Walk of the 9 Churches beginning at St. 
Stephen Church, 1025 Napoleon Ave., New Orleans.  At 3:00 
PM St. Matthew the Apostle Church will hold Veneration of the 
Cross followed by Confessions. Stations of the Cross are 
at 7:00 PM.

ALLELUIA!  The Easter Vigil is at 8:00 PM on Holy Saturday 
where we will welcome new Catholics into our faith.  What a 
wonderful evening to witness.
 
Easter Sunday Masses are at 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM.  
ALL ARE WELCOME!

St. Matthew the Apostle Parish
10021 Jefferson Highway
River Ridge, LA 70123

dvarisco
Text Box
We will update this information on our parish website and Facebook page.  




