
 

Holy Family Parish Faith Formation 
Student Discipline Guide 
(Excerpts from the Faith Formation Handbook) 
 

 

Students’ Responsibilities (Student Code of Conduct) 
Students attend faith formation programs for far less time than regular schooling or other 
activities.  It is important that, during these short encounters, time is used as best as 
possible.  Students should behave and speak in a way that is respectful of themselves, 
their peers, and all volunteers and parish staff.  Disruptive behavior should be addressed 
at once by supervising volunteers so it does not become an ongoing issue. 
 
Student behavior should be guided by the Commandments, the Beatitudes, and 
especially the Golden Rule.  Along with the knowledge they are acquiring, they should 
be growing in their relationship with God and those around them. 
 
Especially when participating in activities and programs that occur off Holy Family Parish 
property, participants must be mindful that they represent Holy Family Parish, the 
Archdiocese of Boston, and the Catholic Church. 
 
All students will:  

• Use appropriate language 
• Speak kindly and respectfully to and about others 
• Participate in class gatherings 
• Refrain from chewing gum 
• Remain quiet in the hallways and when present in the Church 
• Refrain from disruptive behavior in the building 
• Respect church property and the property of others 
• Leave spaces they have used in as good, or better, condition then when they 

arrived 
• Be responsible for their actions and the consequences of those actions 

 
Student behaviors that will not be tolerated include, but are not limited to: 

• Bullying, fighting, or any unwanted physical touch 
• Humiliation, emotional bullying, name-calling, or any intentional disrespect 

towards others 
• Behavior with the intention and/or outcome of causing others to feel 

uncomfortable 
• Vandalism, and/or the destruction of church property 
• Leaving a building without permission 
• Physical, verbal, or sexual harassment 
• Demeaning behavior 
• Intentional disruption of programs 
• Inappropriate / unbecoming language 
• Possession or use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, weapons (knives, guns, sharp 

objects, etc), matches/lighters, or items / substances that resemble these things 



• Possession or use of pornographic material or anything that violates the dignity 
of the human person 

• Possession and use of items that are not of immediate relevance to faith 
formation, such as: toys, games, sports equipment, portable music players, 
books, magazines, cosmetics, food, portable computers, and cell phones. 

• Clothing that is deemed disrespectful to others (see separate heading under 
Presentation of Self) 

 

Student Discipline Procedures & Concerns 
Discipline for faith formation programs at Holy Family Parish aims to create and maintain 
an orderly, peaceful, safe and secure environment.  Our expectation is that the students 
reflect the Catholic Christian character of our parish community. 
 
Faith Formation programs at Holy Family Parish are achieved a majority of the time by 
volunteers.  Faith Formation volunteers (most of whom are not trained educators) are 
not expected to handle serious or on-going discipline problems.  Volunteers are 
expected to notify Parish staff of student discipline issues in a timely manner to avoid 
undue stress and program interruption. 
 

Action Steps Regarding Student Discipline Concerns 
STEP 1: Inappropriate behavior that prevents a positive faith formation environment is not 
allowed.  Minor discipline problems will be handled directly by the volunteer responsible 
for the student, who has the right to take any items students are not allowed to have; 
these will be returned at the end of a program if it is deemed appropriate.  The volunteer 
should notify a parent of the child to inform them of the discipline concerns and actions 
taken.  Parents have a right to know when there is a problem with their child. 
 
Hall monitors are typically present during religious education classes in case a student 
needs to step out of a classroom for a few minutes to regroup. 
 
STEP 2: If a student is a serious or consistent discipline problem, he or she will be 
referred to the staff member responsible for that program, usually the Coordinator of 
Faith Formation.  The student and staff member will discuss and review the behavior 
expectations and where the student’s behavior falls short of those expectations.  That 
parish staff member will then follow up with a parent of the student, informing the parent 
that continued attendance at a regular program will require the presence of a parent on 
the premises.  This may be rescinded if the students’ behavior improves. 
 
STEP 3: If a students’ disrespectful behavior continues despite having a parent on the 
premises, the staff member responsible for that program will make a determination as to 
whether the students’ behavior is so disruptive that it inhibits other students from 
learning.  If so, that student will be removed from the program for a time period specified 
at the dismissal and homeschooling will be encouraged for successful completion of the 
time period the student is out of the regular program. 
 


