Minutes of the St. Charles Borromeo Pastoral Council Meeting
January 28, 2026
Present:  Rev. Gideon Buja, Rev. Shijo Thomas, Mary Jo Bellinger, Patti Bohlman, Warren Bohn, Sr. Jennifer Daul, Reyna Morales, Catherine Mucek, Mary Ann Nemeth, Judy Schneidewent, and Renee Segel.
The meeting began at 6:30 pm with prayer led by Sister Jenifer and a Scripture reading with responses.
Old Business:
1.  Youth participation at a weekend Mass—involving the school children.
On January 25, at the 10:30 Mass the youth participation was outstanding.  The council would like to see this type of participation twice a year.  Warren will take this back to Prayer and Worship.
2. Ministry Fair – should the Pastoral Council take this on?
The Pastoral Council decided not to take on the Ministry Fair due to the amount of work involved and the lack potential participation by parishioners.  Each commission/committee that sponsors Café Sunday has an opportunity to promote their ministries at Café Sunday.  It was suggested that someone from the commission/committee speak at each of the weekend Masses (including Saturday) on that weekend as well.  Liaisons should take this back to their commissions.
It was suggested that we address the needs of those who do not speak English.
3. Reminder to send commission/committee minutes to the secretary asap after a meeting.  
4. Review of the procedure to approve the Pastoral Council minutes via email.
The first person to respond should “move to approve the minutes.”  The second person should second the motion.  Remaining members should approve or “approve with specified changes.”  Please respond by February 8, 2026.
New Business
1.  Lenten offering (nourishment) for families
Soup and Stations will be offered on the first Friday of Lent to give families an opportunity to be nourished throughout Lent.  This is an opportunity to bring us together as a parish family.  Families will be asked to provide soup and bread.  Deacon Stan Lowe will speak on the Pillars of Lent.  A similar event will be held at St. Roman on the second Friday of Lent.    
2. Upcoming Deanery Meeting – one or two items to present at the next meeting.
Effect of increased tuition on the number of students attending.  Is there a way that families can be supported.
Lenten offerings:  Music ministry offerings and Soup and Stations.
3. Looking toward Discernment for the next council year (2026-2027)
Early information in the bulletin and including petitions during Mass.  Sister Jennifer will generate a list of intercessions for the upcoming weekends through April.  
Pastor’s Report
Fr. Gideon expressed his gratitude for the ministers who went beyond for the Christmas liturgies.
On the weekend of 2/14-2/15 members of a prison ministry will share information about their ministries at all of the Masses.
Finance Council gives a report at out meeting, not official minutes.  This should be reported as such.

Commission/committee reports
Prayer and Worship – Warren Bonn
Lenten Music series “Stillness and Song: A Lenten Journey of Prayer” from March 1st to March 22nd.  It includes Taize prayer and a Tenebrae service.
Formation – Judy (for Sister Jenifer)
Formation has Café Sunday this coming weekend.  
Art and Prayer has not been well attended therefore some sessions have been cancelled.  They will do palm braiding March 27th and Praying with Flowers in May. 
Lenten Reflections will be offered in the afternoon at St. Charles and in the evening at St. Roman.
Human Concerns – Reyna Morales
Monthly donations to St. Ben’s Warming center and Helping Hands.  The second quarter will go to Pre-Born and March to Helping Hands.
Ministry of Homebound with Fr. Shijo.  Four funerals since November.  St. Vincent de Paul has been active.  Prayer Shawl continues to meet.  Giving Tree donations were delivered to the Bhakita House and House of Peace.  Forty-four poinsettias were delivered to the homebound.  Unday Sunday is scheduled for March 7th and 8th.  The Anointing Mass is scheduled for February 20th.
School – Mary Ann Nemeth
Many successful Christmas events.  Open house tomorrow evening.  A home buyers workshop coming up.  Mardi Gras coming up.  New clubs being set up.
Stewardship – Catherine Mucek
Stewardship has only two members.  No meetings as of yet.
Parish Life – Renee Segel
Café Sunday in January went very well.  
Jeff Pucel is stepping down from the Picnic Committee.  A replacement is needed.  Attendance was down this past year.  Cutting back is being considered.
A puzzle exchange is being considered. 
Card night will be offered again in March on Saturday evening for adults and on Sunday afternoon for the kids.
Friday Fish Fry will be dropped.   
A traveling exhibit is being considered for the time of the parish picnic.

Chairperson: Mary Jo
Pictures have been taken of Renee and Catherine but not put up.  Mary Jo is following through on this.
We will consider using Zoom again in case of inclement weather.

The meeting ended at 7:50 pm with a closing prayer led by Sister Jenifer.

Upcoming meetings: February 25th, March 25th, April 22nd, May 27th, June 24th
Minutes respectfully submitted by Judy Schneidewent, secretary
