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CONSIDER! 
Have you ever thought about moving to a 

different country?  Why might you move? 

A. You got a great job offer! 

B. You have a chance to get a great 

education. 

C. You want to live closer to family. 

D. You can’t find work here, can’t feed 

your family. 

E. You can’t express your views here, 

can’t openly practice your faith. 

F. You’re being persecuted; you fear for 

your life, can’t keep your family safe. 

 

That last reason is why Joseph packed up 

Mary and Jesus and fled to Egypt. They fled 

to save their lives. They hoped to return 

when the threat was over.   

 

That’s true for many emigrants today. They 

face threats and persecution.  Their leaders 

thwart the right to express their views, 

practice their religion, find work to provide 

for their families.  Many seek refuge 

elsewhere.  Some hope to return.  Many 

times they can’t. 

 

THE DOCUMENT IS CLEAR! 

The Gospel mandate to “welcome the 

stranger” requires Catholics to care for and 

stand with newcomers, authorized and 

unauthorized, including unaccompanied 

immigrant children, refugees and asylum-

seekers, those unnecessarily detained, and 

victims of human trafficking. 
 (Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 

#81) 

TAKE the CITIZEN CHALLENGE! 

January 2020 
Migration 

Joseph got up and took the child and his 

mother and left that night for Egypt. 
Matthew 2:13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHALLENGE! 
Immigration is complicated!  What can I 

possibly do to be a faithful citizen? 

 Journey with us!  During the next few 

months, we’ll be offering opportunities 

to hear from immigrants, immigration 

lawyers, citizens who have visited our 

borders, and people proposing reforms.  

Come listen.  Ask questions.  Share your 

thoughts and ideas.  

 Learn!  Get familiar with  current  

policies and practices, the “for profit” 

issues, the possibilities for reform. 

 Communicate!  Ask current leaders and 

candidates to help you understand their 

positions on immigration and to listen to 

your views. 

 Pray about it!  Sometimes, this issue 

seems to be all about politics.  It’s not.  

It’s a mandate.  Read the quote from 

Faithful Citizenship at left. Then ask 

God to help us all figure out what to 

do next.  

UNCAGED! 

In June 2018, a for-profit company opened 

Tornillo Children’s Detention Camp in 

Western Texas. More than 6000 teenagers 

from Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and 

other Latin American countries experienced 

day-in day-out deplorable conditions there.   

 

But that’s not what this item is about. One 

positive experience some of those teens had 

was an opportunity to make art that 

reminded them of home.  By January 2019, 

the camp was shut down.  Most everything 

the youth created was trashed – except 29 

pieces of their art. Their work became 

visible to the world in an exhibit called 

Uncaged. 

 

Linda Senger, parishioner at St. Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, visited the border recently and 

viewed Uncaged at the University of Texas-

El Paso. Among them she saw an image of 

our Lady of Guadalupe.  At the bottom, the 

artist had written a poignant message: Dios 

Esta Aqui  (God is here).    

 

When she talks about it, Senger is still 

visibly moved.  “That image he drew, his 

being able to still recognize God’s presence 

amidst such suffering was very powerful for 

me,” Senger said.  “The question for me; 

Would I be able to do the same?  I’m not 

sure I could.” 
 

See Senger’s photo of the teen’s art on the 

back of this page. Google “Uncaged Exhibit” 

to see more of the detainees’ work.
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COMING to TERMS… 

Immigration-related stories often use 

terms interchangeably that, in fact, have 

different meanings.  A few examples are 

below.   

• Citizen – someone who owes allegiance to 

the U.S. government, is entitled to its 

protection, enjoys the highest level of rights 

through birth in the U.S. or territories or 

through parents or grandparents who are 

citizens through naturalization. 

• Alien – someone who entered the United 

States without a visa or examination by 

immigration authorities   

• Asylee  -- someone applying for entry at the 

border or from within the U.S.  Generally 

handled on a first-come, first-served basis. 

• Refugee – someone applying for entry from 

outside their origin country but not within 

the U.S.  Approval to enter is affected by 

the county’s designation under that year’s 

quota. 

• Visa – paperwork that gives permission to 

enter the U.S. for a limited time; can take 

two months to many years to receive an 

“immigrant visa” if arriving from another 

country.   

• Immigrant – someone who has attained a 

green card or permanent residence.      

• Green Card – an ID carried by lawful 

permanent residents of the U.S.  Also 

known as an I-551 or Alien Registration 

Card (ARC). 

• Permanent Resident – Someone who 

holds a green card and is approved to live in 

the U.S. for an unlimited amount of time. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dios Esta Aqui 
 

POPE FRANCIS IS ON TO 

SOMETHING! 

When it comes to immigration, Pope Francis 

calls us to four action steps:  Welcome. 

Promote. Protect. Integrate. 

 

Others agree that it is time to rethink reform 

policies to focus not only on humanitarian 

issues (food, clothing, shelter), but also on 

development issues (employment, 

education, health, etc.) to benefit both 

refugees and host nations.   

THERE’S MORE! 
The US Bishops recognize the right and 

responsibility of nations to control their 

borders and maintain a rule of law pursued 

in a just and humane manner. The bishops 

oppose “enforcement only” immigration 

policies and see comprehensive reform is as 

urgently necessary to fix our broken 

immigration system.  Reform should 

include: 

• a broad and fair legalization program with 

a path to citizenship 

•  a work program with worker protections 

and just wages 

•  family reunification policies 

•  access to legal protections, which include 

due process procedures 

•  refuge for those fleeing persecution and 

violence 

•  policies to address the root causes of 

migration.  
(Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 

#81, bullets added)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep down, we know what matters in this life 

is more than winning for ourselves.   

What really matters is helping others win too.  

Even if it means slowing down and changing 

our course now and again. 

Mr. Fred Rogers   

 
 


