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Year C: Luke-Acts

What our Third Evangelist teaches us about Jesus and the early Church 

Part 1:

The Making of Luke-Acts

How and why did Luke write the 
two volume work we know as the 
Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the 
Apostles? 



Luke’s Aim & Contribution to the developing Gospel Tradition 

From Oral Kerygma to Written Gospel
▪ Stage 1: 28-30 AD Jesus’ public ministry (embryonic stages)

▪ Stage 2: 30-70 AD oral tradition (kerygma) continuing 

▪ Stage 3: 70-100 AD written tradition (gospels) compiled

The four-fold Gospel tradition (2nd Generation)
Author Date of Composition Audience Place of Composition 

Mark 65-70 AD Jews and Gentiles Rome

Matthew 80-85 AD Jews Antioch

Luke-Acts 85-90 AD Gentiles Corinth

John 90-100 AD Jews and Gentiles Ephesus 



Luke’s Scribal Activity: 
The Prologues tell it all  

Luke 1:1-4 
Since many have undertaken to 
compile a narrative of the events that 
have been fulfilled among us, just as 
those who were eyewitnesses from the 
beginning and ministers of the word 
have handed them down to us, I too 
have decided, after investigating 
everything accurately anew, to write it 
down in an orderly sequence for you, 
most excellent Theophilus, so that you 
may realize the certainty of the 
teachings you have received. 

Acts 1:1-2 

In the first book,
Theophilus, I dealt with 
all that Jesus did and 
taught until the day he 
was taken up, after giving 
instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen.



Luke’s Scribal Activity:
Revising and editing Mark

▪ Luke expands Mark’s 678 
verses to 1,151 verses.  Luke-
Acts is almost  ¼ of the entire 
New Testament (2,157 verses).

▪ Luke often follows Mark very 
closely in words and sequence 
of events.

▪ But Luke also emends Mark 
either for clarity or correction.  



Luke’s Compositional Activity: 
Jesus’ rejection at Nazareth    

Mark 1-2  

▪ Preaching of John the Baptist

▪ Baptism of Jesus

▪ Temptation of Jesus

▪ Galilean Ministry begins

▪ Call of the disciples

▪ Cure of the demoniac

▪ Other healings

5 chapters later…

▪ Jesus rejected at Nazareth 

Luke 3-4   
*Luke 1-2 is the “Infancy Narrative” of Jesus 

▪ Preaching of John Baptist

▪ Baptism of Jesus

▪ Temptation of Jesus

▪ Galilean Ministry begins

▪ Jesus rejected at Nazareth

▪ Cure of the demoniac

▪ Other healings

▪ Call of the disciples 



Luke’s Emendational Activity: 
Jesus’ rejection at Nazareth    

Mark 6:1-6 
He departed from there and came to his 
native place, accompanied by his disciples.  
When the Sabbath came he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were astonished. They said, 
“Where did this man get all this? What 
kind of wisdom has been given him? What 
mighty deeds are wrought by his hands! Is 
he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, and 
the brother of James and Joses and Judas 
and Simon? And are not his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offense at him.  
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his native place 
and among his own kin and in his own 
house.” So he was not able to perform any 
mighty deed there, apart from curing a few 
sick people by laying his hands on them. 
He was amazed at their lack of faith. 

Luke 4:16-30   

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went 
according to his custom into the synagogue on the Sabbath day. 
He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it 
was written…

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat 
down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at 
him. He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They also asked, 
“Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will 
quote me this proverb, ‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say, ‘Do 
here in your native place the things that we heard were done in 
Capernaum.’ And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is 
accepted in his own native place. Indeed, I tell you, there were 
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah… It was to none of 
these that Elijah was sent,… 

When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all 
filled with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and 
led him to the brow of the hill on which their town had been 
built, to hurl him down headlong. But he passed through the 
midst of them and went away. 



Luke Reconfiguring Jesus   

The Gospel of Mark

(an ancient biography)

Jesus as the suffering Messiah 

The Gospel of Luke-Act

(an ancient historiography) 

Jesus as the Universal Savior 



How Luke Tells the Story of Christianity  



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Luke as the first Church historian 
▪ Whereas  Matthew, Mark, and John 

tell the story of Jesus, Luke tells the 
story of Christianity.

▪ Luke reports on the first 70 years of 
Christianity. 

▪ Luke leaves historical markers (e.g., 
Lk 2:1-2; 3:1-2; Acts 24:1).

▪ From Luke 1-2 (4 BC in Jerusalem) to 
Acts 27-28 (64 AD in Rome), Luke 
tracks the growth of the Jesus 
movement in the Roman Empire. 



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Luke’s Timeline in Luke-Acts

4 BC Births of Jesus and John

26-30 AD Public Ministries of John & Jesus 

30 AD Birth of the Church in Jerusalem

33-62 AD Paul’s three missionary journeys 

48 AD Council of Jerusalem (Gentiles)

64 AD Paul’s house arrest in Rome 



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Luke’s Infancy Narrative (1:5-2:52)
▪ Narrates the announcements and births of 

BOTH Jesus and John the Baptist 

▪ Told from Mary’s point of view

▪ Mary and Elizabeth (the mothers) are 
featured 

▪ The prophets Simeon and Anna play a key 
role

▪ Jesus at age 12 in the Temple



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Luke’s travel narrative (9:51-19:44)
▪ On the journey to Jerusalem, Jesus:

✓ Teaches his disciples what true discipleship 
entails.

✓ Confronts his opponents (mostly Pharisees) 
for abusing their power and privilege.

✓ Challenges the crowds to accept his 
invitation to follow him.



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension
▪ Luke places much emphasis on the “innocence” of Jesus

✓ 3 times Pilate speaks of Jesus’ innocence (23:4, 15, 22)

✓ Herod Antipas also concludes Jesus is innocent (23:14-15)

✓ The centurion at the cross: “This man was innocent beyond doubt” 
(23:47; cf. Mark 15:39)

▪ Luke narrates Jesus’ ascension TWICE:  

the ascension of Jesus closes the Gospel 

of Luke (24:50-53) and opens the Acts 

of the Apostles (1:6-11).



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

The beginning and ending of Acts

Acts 1:8 as the Interpretive Key

Jesus said, “But you will receive power 
when the holy Spirit comes upon you, and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout  Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 
Peter in Acts 1-12

▪ Holy Spirit descends and Peter delivers a 
speech. 

▪ Peter heals a man crippled from birth and 
delivers a speech. 

▪ Peter performs miracles of healing and 
exorcising demons.

▪ Peter confronts and curses Simon the 
magician.

▪ Peter raises Tabitha from the dead.

▪ Divine guidance leads Peter on a mission to 
the Gentiles.

▪ Peter is arrested, imprisoned, and 
miraculously escapes. 

Paul in Acts 13-28

▪ Holy Spirit descends and Paul delivers a 
speech. 

▪ Paul heals a man crippled from birth and 
delivers a speech. 

▪ Paul performs miracles of healing and 
exorcising demons.

▪ Paul confronts and curses Elymas the 
magician.

▪ Paul raises Eutychus from the dead.

▪ Divine guidance leads Paul on a mission to 
the Gentiles.

▪ Paul is arrested, imprisoned, and 
miraculously escapes. 



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

The Council of Jerusalem (48 AD)
▪ This council was the watershed event 

among the first generation of believers.
▪ Peter and Paul wrestle with the pressing 

matter of the day (48 AD): Do Gentile 
believers in Jesus (the Jewish Messiah) 
have to convert to Judaism (i.e., submit 
to male circumcision?) 

▪ Peter agreed to be the apostle to the 
circumcised and Paul the apostle to the 
uncircumcised. 

▪ Paul emerges as a letter-writer after the 
Council of Jerusalem (50-60AD). 

Acts 15:1-35



How Luke tells the story of Christianity 

Acts 16-28 – All focus on Paul 
▪ After Acts 15 (Council of Jerusalem), Peter is never 

again mentioned. 

▪ Second half of Acts covers Paul’s three missionary 
journeys that lasted thirty years (33-62 AD):

o Acts 13:4-14:27

o Acts 15:36-18:22

o Acts 18:23-21:16

▪ Acts concludes with Paul’s final years in Rome and  
under house arrest (Acts 27-28). 



Luke-Acts:

What our Third Evangelist teaches us about Jesus and the early Church 

Part 2:

Luke-Acts and the new 
Liturgical Year 

What will hear from the Gospel of 
Luke and Acts of the Apostles in 

“Year C” – the new Liturgical Year?  



Luke in Liturgical Year C

Advent begins: 

November 28, 2021

Ordinary Time:

January 16 – February 27, 2022 

Lent begins:

March 2, 2022 

Easter begins: 

April 17, 2022 

Ordinary Time: 

June 26 – November 13, 2022 



Luke in Liturgical Year C

Ordinary Time (minor):
January 16 – February 27, 2022 

Gospel of Luke chapters 4 – 6 

Ordinary Time (major): 

June 26 – November 13, 2022 

Gospel of Luke chapters 9 – 23 



Luke in Liturgical Year C

Ordinary Time (minor):
January 16 – February 27, 2022 

Gospel of Luke chapters 4 – 6 

▪ The prologue

▪ The start of Jesus’ Galilean 
public ministry and Jesus’ 
rejection at Nazareth                        
(2 Sundays)

▪ The call of Simon Peter

▪ Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain              
(3 Sundays) 



Luke in Liturgical Year C

Ordinary Time (major):      
June 26 – November 13, 2022 

Gospel of Luke chapters 9 – 23 

▪ Jesus begins his journey to Jerusalem.  The 
“travel narrative” will occupy 19 Sundays – 13th

Sunday in Ordinary Time to 31st Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.

▪ Some highlights:
o The Mission of the seventy-two

o Parable of the Good Samaritan

o Martha and Mary

o The Lord’s prayer

o The “lost parables”: lost sheep, lost coin, lost son

o Parable of the rich man and Lazarus

o Cleansing of the ten lepers

o Parable of the persistent widow 

o Parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector

o Zacchaeus the tax collector 



Acts in Liturgical Year C

Easter Season (1st Readings)                         
April 17 – June 5, 2022 

Acts 10:34-43 Peter’s speech on Gentile inclusion

Acts 5:12-16 Apostles’ signs and wonders 

Acts 5:27-41 Apostles on trial before Sanhedrin

Acts 13:43-52 Paul’s speech on Gentile inclusion 

Acts 14:21-27 End of Paul’s 1st missionary journey

Acts 15:22-29 Council of Jerusalem decision 

Acts 1:1-11 Ascension of Jesus 

Acts 7:55-60 Martyrdom of Stephen 

Acts 2:1-11 Coming of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost) 



Luke-Acts:
What our Third Evangelist teaches us about Jesus and the early Church 

Four recurring Lukan 
themes in the 

Sunday Readings 
from Luke and Acts:                       

Year C 



Recurring Lukan Themes in Year C:
Luke’s attention on women

▪ Women figure prominently in Luke’s Gospel.
▪ Luke often balances men and women (e.g., 

Zechariah and Mary, Simeon and Anna, man 
and woman healed on the Sabbath).

▪ Luke shows a special concern for widows (4 
episodes).

▪ Luke 8:1-3 women “provided” for Jesus and 
the disciples “out of their resources.”

▪ Women remain with Jesus all the way to his 
death and resurrection.

▪ Martha and Mary (10:39) – Mary at “Jesus’ 
feet.” 



Recurring Lukan Themes in Year C:
Jesus’ Table Fellowship

▪ Luke presents Jesus eating and 
drinking 19 times!

▪ According to Luke, Jesus ate and 
drank with people ranging from 
sinners and outcasts to the religious 
elites (Pharisees).

▪ Jesus ate with both the clean and 
unclean – a clear challenge to social 
norms.

▪ For Luke, Jesus reclining at table 
was a public and visible sign – all 
people are welcome in the kingdom 
of God. 

“For John the Baptist came neither eating food nor 
drinking wine, and you said, ‘He is possessed by a 
demon.’  The Son of Man came eating and drinking 
and you said, ‘Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’”   

– Luke 7:33-34 



Recurring Lukan Themes in Year C:
Parables of the rich/wealthy |parables of the lost

(RED = parables unique to the Gospel of Luke)

Luke 12:16-21 Parable of the rich fool

Luke 15:1-7 Parable of the lost sheep

Luke 15:8-10 Parable of the lost coin

Luke 15:11-32 Parable of the lost (prodigal) son

Luke 16:1-8 Parable of the dishonest steward

Luke 16:19-31 Parable of the rich man & Lazarus

Luke 19:11-27 Parable of the ten gold coins 

▪ In Luke’s travel narrative (Lk 9-19), Jesus delivers 
twelve parables, nine unique to Luke. 



Recurring Lukan Themes in Acts in Year C:
Peter and Paul as the first generation pillars of the Church  

▪ Peter and Paul come to 
embrace inclusivity in their 
own ways.

▪ Suffering is an inevitable 
aspect of discipleship. 

▪ Once one has faith in Christ, 
one cannot remain silent. 

▪ Disciples are open to the work 
of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  



Five lessons Luke is teaching us about 
Jesus and the early Church 

1. God has acted decisively in history in the person of Jesus Christ and His 
Church.

2. As Lord and Messiah, Jesus offers salvation to all people – Jew and Gentile 
alike.

3. Both Jesus and his disciples (the Church) are Spirit-driven and Spirit-guided. 

4. For Luke-Acts, discipleship = “witness.” 

5. The Church is called to care for those on the margins of society.
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