
 
 
 
May 14, 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The CDC has just changed their recommendation on wearing masks. It is great to see the light at 
the end of the tunnel for us here in the U.S., but we continue to pray for parts of the world that 
are currently experiencing horrendous hardship and loss at this time.  
 
For over a year, I have worn a mask during Mass to be in solidarity with what was asked of us 
all. In January, I was vaccinated and because of the change in the recommendation from the 
CDC, I will no longer wear a mask. Our Masses are still about 50% of capacity. We have ample 
room to continue to social distance, if you prefer, and I certainly welcome you to continue to 
wear your mask if you desire. From here on out, I expect others in the church will choose not to 
wear their masks.  
 
During this time, we must continue to be patient with each other as many of us are at different 
levels of comfort when it comes to social distancing and concerns about COVID. If being around 
unmasked people in an indoor space makes you uncomfortable, then the dispensation from 
attending Sunday Mass is still in effect. You could also consider attending a weekday Mass 
where the crowds are much smaller. For those who choose not to wear a mask, I ask that you 
be very conscious of those around you. If you see others wearing a mask in church, then please 
give them space. COVID is real. I am still visiting people in the hospital who have it and we still 
have people dying from it. We each must weigh the risks in our life and assess that risk when 
deciding how to live.  
 
There are still a couple of times masks will be required in the church. We will continue to 
require masks at the Friday Mass through the end of the May because the school joins us. Also, 
all Eucharistic Ministers will be required to wear a mask while distributing Communion. You can 
bring your own or we will have disposable masks available in a basket on the credence table. 
Please make sure your mask is on before you leave the sanctuary to distribute Communion. If 
you take Communion to shut-ins, I encourage you to continue to wear a mask while you are 
visiting.  
 
I am extremely grateful for your patience and forbearance during this time. Both 2020 and 2021 
have been quite the years for our parish and I think we have weathered it well. Thank you for 
your help during this time and please continue to be patient with each other as we continue to 
work our way out of the pandemic. We, of course, will continue to reevaluate our practices as 
new information becomes available. I am not sure at this time what the fall will bring.  



 
A quick update on the work in and around the church. We are currently working on getting a 
grant to help us with landscaping around the church building. I appreciate everyone who signed 
up to take a flower bed or island.  As you can see this weekend, the sound panels have been 
installed. However, 20% of them were cut incorrectly or miscolored. These will be replaced, 
hopefully, before school starts. We should be resurfacing the parking lot area around the 
church in the next month or so. Please keep an eye out for those dates.  
 
We have sent out letters to everyone who donated to the original campaign. We have been 
able to catch a couple of mistakes that were made in our records or the diocesan records. If you 
see something that does not look correct, please reach out to the parish office so we can 
double check. We want to be good stewards of your generosity. We are continuing to pay the 
additional costs, so I do encourage you to extend your pledge another year, if you are able, or 
to donate if you were not able to do so in the initial campaign. Pledge cards are available on the 
credenza in the narthex. 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
 
Fr. Aaron Jenkins 
 
  


