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April 3, 2019 
       
Statement from Bishop Robert J. Baker, Bishop of the Diocese of Birmingham, regarding 
bills HB314 and SB211 in the Alabama Legislature protecting the unborn: 
 
 
In November of this past year, the voters of the State of Alabama passed, by a wide margin, an 
amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alabama that recognized the rights of unborn 
children, particularly, the right to life. 
 
And, just last month, in the Ryan Magers case, a probate judge in Huntsville, Alabama, granted 
that an aborted child, Baby Roe, did indeed have certain rights under the law, and has allowed 
those rights to be represented by Baby Roe’s estate in a wrongful death suit against the abortion 
clinic where Baby Roe died, and against the pharmaceutical company that manufactured the pills 
which were used to abort Baby Roe. 
 
Now, the Legislature of the State of Alabama, with bills HB314 and SB211, is once again 
demonstrating the strong commitment that the people of Alabama have to life, and to the Culture 
of Life.  As the Bishop of the Diocese of Birmingham, I strongly support these bills and stand 
behind the efforts of these legislators to promote life and to, hopefully in the near future, 
eliminate this evil we know as abortion from within the boundaries of the State of Alabama; and, 
eventually, to make the killing of unborn children in our country something that is no longer 
viewed as anything but the horrendous and inhumane killing of the most innocent among us that 
it is. 
 
I ask for the prayers of all Catholics in the Diocese of Birmingham, and of all people of good 
will, for the passage of these bills. 
 

          
       Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D. 
       Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama 
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