
The world is at war.  

It is not a war between nations with weapons of 

mass destruction (WMD). It is a war between the 

entire humanity and a tiny being-the COIVD 19 

virus- about one ten-thousandth of a centimeter! 

Some people therefore call it the “invisible enemy”- 

or what is actually the infinitesimal enemy. And we 

feel humbled and befuddled. 

The world is united in its fight to defeat its common 

enemy. At the same time it seems pretty scary that 

no one knows how this struggle will pan out. 

At this critical juncture, we pray for prudence and 

right judgment. We need to have our priorities 

right.  

As a people of God, we have a hope that never dies, 

and a faith that never falters. As disciples of Christ, 

we find strength in His word and in the Spirit that 

gives life. We find solace in the Communion of the 

Spirit. 



This is not the time to seek a reason for our 

suffering. In fact we cannot ask, “why all this 

suffering?”, any more than we can ask why Christ 

had to go through his Passion and Death.  

There is no cause-effect connection here. There is 

only the effect- suffering, and the end result. From 

suffering comes new life. 

From suffering comes the Resurrection. 

Dying and rising is what defines life. 

The first reading for this Sunday-the fifth Sunday of 

Lent- is from Ezekiel, chapter 37. “O my people, I 

will open your graves and have you rise from them.” 

Ezekiel 37: 12ff. 

Ezekiel was the first exilic prophet. He prophesied 

during early Babylonian captivity to encourage and 

strengthen his people who detested their 

banishment from their own land, and lamented 

their horrible plight having had to spend their lives 

in a foreign land a second time, after the slavery in 



Egypt, while they should have been observing the 

Torah and worshipping in the temple in Jerusalem. 

They were like dead people in their graves. To them 

the Lord says through Ezekiel: 

….“I will put my spirit in you that you may live.” 

Many of the exiled Jews did not survive their 

captivity and could not return to Jerusalem. But 

their prayers were heard, and their hopes fulfilled 

when the remaining exiles made it back to the 

house of David, to Zion where they started 

rebuilding the temple.  

They rose from the ashes, from the graves-from the 

sacrifice and suffering of their fellow exiles, trekked 

back to their homeland to have their kingdom 

restored. 

Ezekiel rebuked the people for their sloth, their 

infidelity and idolatry and attributed their affliction 

to their sinfulness. At the same time he reassured 

them and assured them of Yahweh’s promise of 



recompense and grace. He exhorted them to obey 

the law written in their hearts as they were being 

enlivened by the Spirit of God.   

We are going through unprecedented times. 

Unprecedented times call for unprecedented 

caution and preparedness. Even though, as of now, 

there is no statewide stay-at-home order for the 

State of Alabama, all are encouraged to exercise 

utmost care and prudence to stave off what 

otherwise could turn out to be a major catastrophe. 

During the global prayer yesterday (March 27), the 

Pope compared the current crisis to a furious storm 

quoting Mark 4:37. Jesus was sleeping, and the 

disciples had to wake him up, and have him calm 

the storm. 

Ask yourself the question, “Why does Jesus seem to  

be sleeping when you need Him?” 

There may be a reason. Maybe it is because we call 

on Him only when we need Him.  



In the gospel reading for this weekend- the raising 

of Lazarus- some Jews asked, “Could not the one 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have done 

something so that this man would not have died?” 

As it turned out there was a reason for that. 

If you are wondering why such an affliction of 

alarming proportions, in the form of the corona 

virus, has settled on humanity, the answer would 

be, “there may be a reason for this”. 

Jesus tells Martha in Luke 10:38ff., “Martha, 

Martha, “you are worried and upset about many things,  but few 

things are needed… Mary has chosen what is better…” 

Yes, that is what we need to do. Be focused on what 

really matters. Draw on our reserves of good 

judgment and the God-given gift of wisdom and 

understanding to make the right decisions and help 

others and ourselves in our struggle to ride out the 

storm. Remember we can recover what we might 

lose in terms of money and possessions. But it is not 

in our power to recover lost lives. 



You are all being remembered in a special way 

daily in the Masses (said privately) and my 

prayers. All the intentioned Masses, both weekend 

and day, are invariably celebrated. Please continue 

to keep everyone in your prayers and stay 

spiritually connected (spiritual communion prayer) 

without fail, hoping for a speedy return to our 

community worship. 

 


