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Get to know our Vocations Director Father Jason Kern 
I was born and raised in Owatonna and attended Catholic school until 8th grade there.  After graduating from high school, I went 

to Bemidji State University for a year before transferring into IHM Seminary and St. Mary's University.  Priests who influenced 

me were Fr. Tom Hargesheimer as my pastor growing up as well as Fr. Ed McGrath in my seminary years.  Fr. Tim Biren was 

another diocesan priest who inspired me to ask what God wanted in my life.  I was also influenced by Fr. Kevin Finnegan and 

Bishop Andrew Cousins who were serving in Faribault where my Grandma was a parishioner.  Growing up I had thought about 

priesthood off and on, but I did not really understand how to discern God's will other than I continued to feel his gentle invitation 

in the depths of my heart.  When my mother became ill in my high school years, I began more seriously growing in my 

relationship with God and asking more meaningful questions about life.  The sufferings in my life brought forward my search for 

meaning and invited me to trust God with everything in my life.  Even though I was dating and more interested in sports than 

anything, I was continually being called by God in subtle and sometimes not so subtle ways. 

Upon entering seminary, I was drawn deeply to a missionary spirit and wanted to give myself to God by becoming a missionary 

priest.  Through discerning where God was leading, I was able to discern His call to remain a diocesan priest but with a heart for 

mission.  After being ordained on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart in 2012, I was assigned as an associate at the Cathedral in 

Winona and Chaplain at Winona State University for one year.  After this year I was made a pastor in the cluster of parishes south 

of Mankato and lived in Mapleton.  During my four years as pastor, I also served as the Chaplain for the Minnesota State 

University, Mankato Newman Center.  At both of these assignments I worked with FOCUS Missionaries who inspired my zeal for 

the mission of the Church to bring people to Jesus Christ.   

This missionary spirit continues to flow into my ministry now as I am comfortable with my role as 

Vocations Director where I go around the diocese and preach Jesus through an invitation to trust 

Him and follow Him with one's life.  At every stage of life, this message is urgent that each of us 

seek to follow God more closely.  I feel abundantly blessed to walk with our diocesan seminarians 

as well as those discerning God's call as they ultimately seek to live for the Lord and strive to do 

His will.  May God be glorified in each one of our lives as we seek to glorify Him! 

God bless, Fr. JK 

 

Presidents Corner
Friends, Thank you to Fr. Kern, Our Diocesan Director of 

Vocations, for sharing his story. It is especially appropriate this 

month in that we are celebrating World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

on April 25th.  It is a special day for all, a day to ask that we all 

may be strengthened in our Christian vocations, to become more 

Christ like. Our mission as Serrans is to foster and pray for 

vocations. that is who we are and what we do best! We especially 

pray for our priests and religious and encourage and support young 

people to listen to God's call. Join in prayer, also, for special 

blessings as God calls each person; husband, wife, parent, and 

single person to share their talents as they share in God's gospel and 

service of others in their vocation. 

Happy Easter! The Resurrection is our Hope! 

Blessed and Grateful, 

Dorothy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wabasha County  

SERRAN 

Calendar  
Dates to Remember 

Sunday April 4 Easter Sunday      Alleluia! 

Sunday April 11 Divine Mercy Sunday 

Friday April 16 Virtual Bishops and Rectors Dinner 5:30PM 

Tuesday April 20 Wabasha Serra General Meeting Zoom 6:30 

Sunday April 25 World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

October 7-10,2021 Chicago Streamlined Serra International 

Convention 

The Serra Club of Wabasha County recently 

celebrated a Healing Mass for Father Glenn 

Frerichs. Pictured above with Mass Celebrant, 

Father Kern, are senior Serrans Betty Fischer 

and Tom Peyla. 



Club News 
NEWS FROM THE VP’S 

Program (Dan Schaefer) Future Zoom Meeting on Tuesday, 

April 20th, 6:30 PM featuring a Seminarian from our Diocese. 

Watch for details and the link in your emails as the date gets 

closer. 

Communications (Bill Allaire) Yeah! Tom Peyla Serra article 

was published in the Wabasha County Herald! 

Vocations (Betty Fischer) Traveling Chalice ..April Dan 

Langlois  May Kathy Tentis    Keep praying and communicating 

with  your prayer partners...exams and end of school year soon. 

Serra Regional and International 
Thank you to Steve Sturm and the Rochester Serra Club for 

presenting a virtual Memorial Service for deceased members 2019 

of Region 8 on March 20th. It was a prayerful reminder of those 

Serrans who contributed so much not only to their Serra Club, but 

also their parish and communities. A candle will be presented to 

Mary Lu from this service in memory of Jerry. 

CHICAGO 2021 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OCT. 

7-10 

Due to the pandemic affecting international travel and in the 

interest of safety, the Int'l Serra Convention in Toronto was 

cancelled until 2022. With COVID immunizations and a decline 

in infection rates, a streamlined Serra Int'l Convention will now 

be held in Chicago Oct. 7-10, 2021. Serrans will be housed in the 

historic Palmer House Hilton at $149 nightly. Registration is 

$350. As more information on finalizing the speakers, event and 

registration details become available it will be passed on to you. If 

you are interested at this time, let Dorothy know and she will get 

you the information for booking your room and convention 

registration. This may be as close as an International Convention 

ever gets for us Minnesotans! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

IHM Seminary 
Bishop and Rector Virtual Event  

For more information contact Ryan Henry 507-858-1275, 

rhenry@catholicfsmn.org 

 

SHARE A PRAYER 
Do you recite a prayer that "speaks to you"? You are invited 

to share it with your fellow Serrans in this newsletter as 

member Rachel Raths has done this month. Send your 

prayer to rach.raths@gmail.com, our copy editor, and it will 

be published with your name or anonymously. You could 

add these new prayers to your personal treasury of prayers. 

Thank you, Rachel, for sharing this month. 

CHAPLAIN Deacon David Dose 651-345-2439  

PRESIDENT and EDITOR Dorothy Arendt 507-254-8840  

PRESIDENT-ELECT Sandra Allaire 651-565-2578  

VP PROGRAMS Dan Schaefer 608-780-8183 

VP MEMBERSHIP John Hampe 651-565-2350 

VP COMMUNICATIONS Bill Allaire 651-565-2578  

VP VOCATIONS Betty Fischer 651-565-4414 

SEC.-TREAS Mary Lu Harney 651-565-4167 

CLUB COMMUNICATIONS Pat Kolb 651-274 702  

TRUSTEES Tom Peyla 507 312 4196 Bill Allaire 651-565-2578 

Dan Schaefer 608-780-8183  

 

Prayer Requests 

Please offer prayers of healing for Father Frerichs as 

he continues to heal from his fall.  
 

 

Birthdays! 

Seminarians  

4/14 Gabriel Rysavy 

4/28 John Vrchota 
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