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Catholic Social Teaching 

Wednesday, June 9th 

Deacon Dave Sekel 

This evening will connect Catholic Social Teaching with the life and ministry of 

Jesus. Catholic Social Teaching is really about an invitation to find Jesus in our 

family, in our workplace, and in our community.  Then, we have a model to make our 

world a better place to live through acts of charity and works of justice. 

Church History 

Wednesday, June 30th 

Deacon Larry Rossow 

Discussion will begin with the founding of the Church by Jesus of Nazareth until 

the present day. There will be emphasis on the Early Church with its beliefs and 

practices that continue to support the current Church.  

Exploring The Mass 

Wednesday, July 14th 

Deacon Dave Bull 

Have you ever wished you had a deeper understanding of the Source and Summit of 

the Christian life, the Holy Mass?  Do you have unanswered questions pertaining to 

the Mass that you have always wanted to ask?  Come and spend time exploring the 

Mass and gain a deeper understanding of our beautiful Liturgy. 

Major Church Documents 

Wednesday, July 28th 

Deacon Larry Rossow 

A summary of the contributions of Major Church Councils will be discussed with 

emphasis on Vatican II. Also for exploration, will be the recent Apostolic 

Exhortations of Pope Francis.   

The Research-based Communication Approach to 

Abortion:  What 25 years & $3M in Research 

Teach Us About the Abortion Decision 

Wednesday, August 11th 

Deacon Rob Rysavy 
 

Gain a greater understanding of personal and emotional aspects of abortion, and be better 

equipped to address the issue in any setting.   

Defending the Faith 

Wednesday, August 25th 

Deacon Larry Rossow 

Throughout time the Catholic Church has been misunderstood by some. The primary 

elements of practices and beliefs that create misconceptions will be explored.  



      OUR PRESENTERS 

Deacon Dave Sekel was the Chief Operations Officer for Mobile Loaves & Fishes 

(mlf.org), a non-profit organization serving the homeless community in Austin, TX.  

During diaconate formation, Deacon Dave was drawn toward Catholic Social 

Teachings and founded Literacy Impacts the Future Today [LIFT], a new adult 

literacy program that expanded the social justice outreach of Mobile Loaves & 

Fishes.  He is certified as a Spiritual Director, and holds Masters Degrees in Science 

and Business and has served in executive roles with several non-profit organizations & 

Boards of Directors.  

Deacon Rob Rysavy is the president of St. Mary's High School.  Prior to coming to 

St. Mary's, he was with the president of the Vitae Foundation, the world's oldest 

and largest pro-life research and marketing organization. He retired from the U.S. 

Air Force in 2014 after 28 years in uniform.  He and his wife Michelle were both 

born and raised in South Dakota, and they are the parents of six children, ages 9 to 

29.  
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Deacon Dave Bull is currently a government civilian program analyst working with 

the US Space Force at Peterson AFB after spending a little over 20 years on active 

duty with the USAF. Ordained in 2011, Deacon Bull has a deep love for the Liturgy. 

He and Kathy have been married for 38 years, and has 3 sons and 5 granddaughters. 

Deacon Lawrence F. Rossow was ordained in 2000. He has served in Archdioceses 

of Oklahoma City and Chicago as well as the Dioceses of Victoria, TX and Venice, 

FL. During his 20+ years as a deacon, he has been devoted to education. Currently, 

Professor Emeritus at the University of Oklahoma, he helped form the Department 

of Religious Studies. He is the former Dean of the School of Education at the 

University of Houston--Victoria.  He has been married 45 years to Dr. Nancy Rossow 

and they have 2 daughters, Mara and Marie. 


