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Gospel Reflection Small Group

Outline for week beginning February 28, 2021
Second Sunday of Lent
Lectionary: 26

Opening Prayer:
In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: Lord God, we open
our hearts, minds and souls to worship to you. Thank you that today we dwell in
your kingdom and live in your presence. Thank you that as we gather together we
join with all Catholic Christians across the world to glorify your holy name. Come
be with us, inspire us and lead us in our time together. We ask all this in the
beautiful name of Jesus. Amen.

This Day in the Church:
Saint of the Day: Saint Auguste Chapdelaine
Also known as

• Augustus Chapdelaine
• Father Ma
• Papa Chapdelaine
Additional Memorial

28 September as one of the Martyrs of China
Profile

Youngest of nine children born to Nicolas Chapdelaine and
Madeleine Dodeman. Following grammar school, Auguste
dropped out to work on the family farm. He early felt a call to the priesthood,
but his family opposed it, needing his help on the farm. However, the sudden
death of two of his brothers caused them to re-think forcing him to ignore his
life’s vocation, and they finally approved. He entered the minor seminary at
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Mortain on 1 October 1834, studying with boys half his age. It led to his being
nicknamed Papa Chapdelaine, which stuck with him the rest of his life.
Ordained on 10 June 1843 at age 29. Associate pastor from 1844 to 1851. He
finally obtained permission from his bishop to enter the foreign missions, and
was accepted by French Foreign Missions; he was two years past their age limit,
but his zeal for the missions made them approve him anyway. He stayed long
enough to say a final Mass, bury his sister, and say good-bye to his family,
warning them that he would never see them again. Left Paris, France for the
Chinese missions on 30 April 1852, landing in Singapore on 5 September 1852.
Due to being robbed on the road by bandits, Auguste lost everything he had,
and had to fall back and regroup before making his way to his missionary
assignment. He reached Kwang-si province in 1854, and was arrested in Su-LikHien ten days later. He spent two to three weeks in prison, but was released,
and ministered to the locals for two years, converting hundreds. Arrested on 26
February 1856 during a government crackdown, he was returned to Su-Lik-Hien
and sentenced to death for his work. Tortured with and died with Saint
Lawrence Pe-Man and Saint Agnes Tsau Kouy. One of the Martyrs of China
Born

6 January 1814 at La Rochelle-Normande, France
Died

beheaded on 29 February 1856 in Su-Lik-Hien, Kwang-Si province, China
Canonized

1 October 2000 by Pope John Paul II

Gospel Reading Background:
The Transfiguration of Jesus

Gospel Reading:
Mark 9:2-10
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After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high
mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his
clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller on earth could bleach
them. 4 Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were
conversing with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that
[c]
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we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” 6 He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified. 7 Then a cloud came,
casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came a voice, “This is my
beloved Son. Listen to him.” 8 Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone but Jesus alone with them.
[d]
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As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate
what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the
dead. 10 So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising from the
dead meant.

Reflections:
1. What phrase or phrases mean the most to you? Why?
2. Who do you identify most with? Why?
3. How does this passage relate to:
a. You personally?
b. You spiritually?
c. Your relationship to others?
4. If you could take three people up a mountain to meet God, who would you
take and why?

Study Guide:
a. 9:2–8 Mark and Mt 17:1 place the transfiguration of Jesus six days after the
first prediction of his passion and death and his instruction to the disciples
on the doctrine of the cross; Lk 9:28 has “about eight days.” Thus the
transfiguration counterbalances the prediction of the passion by affording
certain of the disciples insight into the divine glory that Jesus possessed. His
glory will overcome his death and that of his disciples; cf. 2 Cor 3:18; 2 Pt
1:16–19. The heavenly voice (Mk 9:7) prepares the disciples to understand
that in the divine plan Jesus must die ignominiously before his messianic
glory is made manifest; cf. Lk 24:25–27. See further the note on Mt 17:1–8.
b. 9:5 Moses and Elijah represent, respectively, law and prophecy in the Old
Testament and are linked to Mount Sinai; cf. Ex 19:16–20:17; 1 Kgs 19:2, 8–
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14. They now appear with Jesus as witnesses to the fulfillment of the law
and the prophets taking place in the person of Jesus as he appears in glory.
c. 9:7 A cloud came, casting a shadow over them: even the disciples enter
into the mystery of his glorification. In the Old Testament the cloud covered
the meeting tent, indicating the Lord’s presence in the midst of his people
(Ex 40:34–35) and came to rest upon the temple in Jerusalem at the time of
its dedication (1 Kgs 8:10).

Reference to Old Testament Prophecy
Exodus 40:34-35
God’s Presence in the Tabernacle. 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting,
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the tent
of meeting, because the cloud settled down upon it and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle.

Catechism of the Catholic Church:
A foretaste of the kingdom: The Transfiguration
554 From the day Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living
God, the Master "began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things. . . and be killed, and on the third day be raised." Peter scorns
this prediction, nor do the others understand it any better than he. In this context
the mysterious episode of Jesus' Transfiguration takes place on a high mountain,
before three witnesses chosen by himself: Peter, James and John. Jesus' face and
clothes become dazzling with light, and Moses and Elijah appear, speaking "of his
departure, which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem". A cloud covers him and a
voice from heaven says: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"
555 For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory, confirming Peter's confession.
He also reveals that he will have to go by the way of the cross at Jerusalem in
order to "enter into his glory". Moses and Elijah had seen God's glory on the
Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had announced the Messiah's sufferings.
Christ's Passion is the will of the Father: the Son acts as God's servant; The cloud
indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The whole Trinity appeared: the Father
in the voice; the Son in the man; the Spirit in the shining cloud." You were
transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples, as much as they were capable
of it, beheld your glory, O Christ our God, so that when they should see you
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crucified they would understand that your Passion was voluntary, and proclaim to
the world that you truly are the splendour of the Father.
556 On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on the threshold of the
Passover: the Transfiguration. Jesus' baptism proclaimed "the mystery of the first
regeneration", namely, our Baptism; the Transfiguration "is the sacrament of the
second regeneration": our own Resurrection. From now on we share in the Lord's
Resurrection through the Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the Body of Christ.
The Transfiguration gives us a foretaste of Christ's glorious coming, when he "will
change our lowly body to be like his glorious body." But it also recalls that "it is
through many persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God": Peter did
not yet understand this when he wanted to remain with Christ on the mountain.
It has been reserved for you, Peter, but for after death. For now, Jesus says: "Go
down to toil on earth, to serve on earth, to be scorned and crucified on earth. Life
goes down to be killed; Bread goes down to suffer hunger; the Way goes down to
be exhausted on his journey; the Spring goes down to suffer thirst; and you refuse
to suffer?"

Group Intercessions:
[Ask each participant if they have any specific prayer intentions that they would
like the group to pray for. It may be a good idea to start a group prayer intention
book and the leader can read from it each week and add new requests as needed.]

Closing Prayer:
In the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: Lord, your word is a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Thank you that we can live in your light
and walk in your truth. May the things that you have revealed and thoughts that
we have shared dwell in our hearts and stir us to action. We ask all this in the
precious name of Jesus. Amen.
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