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SEAS NEWS 
    March, 2020 

From the Pastor... 

  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

 2200 West Republic Road 
 Springfield, MO 65807 
 417. 887. 6472 
 www.seaschurch.org 
  

 

Established 1981 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, a 
Roman Catholic Christian com-
munity, strives to be a dynamic, 
welcoming center of faith, where 
life-long friendships begin and 
grow. 
Our mission is: 

 To provide opportunity for 
worship, ministry and pro-
claiming the Gospel. 

 To provide education and 
support for the spiritual 
growth of every parish mem-
ber. 

 To build a local community 
of faith that fosters life, jus-
tice and peace in the global 
society. 

 

 

March 8 

Daylight Savings 
Time Starts 

 

Don’t be late for Mass-
Move your clocks forward 

one hour! 

 
March 15 & 18 
No PSR due to  
Spring Break 

 
March 17 

Feast of St. Patrick 
Wear Green! 

Dear Parishioners, 

 The season of Lent is upon us!  What this means for us practically 

is an opportunity to call time out on the field, step back and review once 

again the values that are the most important to us.   
 

 During Lent, I ask all of you to keep in your prayers the members 

of the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) process who will be taking sig-

nificant steps as they look forward to initiation at the Easter Vigil.  What 

a blessing this is as so many people become new members of our faith 

community! 

 During the month of March, we will be celebrating several im-

portant feasts.  On Tuesday, March 17, we honor St. Patrick.  This is a 

favorite feast for many people, particularly those of Irish descent. 

 On Thursday, March 19, we celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph, the 

earthly father of Jesus.  Joseph, like Mary, the mother of Jesus, silently 

but courageously devoted his life to being a model for the human Jesus 

during his youth.  His quiet dedication is an example for each of us to this 

day.   

 On Wednesday, March 25, we celebrate the Feast of the Annuncia-

tion of the Lord – that treasured moment when the Angel Gabriel an-

nounced to Mary that she, of all women, was chosen to be the mother of 

Jesus.   

 On Monday, March 30 at 7:00 pm we will have our Lenten Pen-

ance Service.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) is one of the 

Church’s Sacraments of Healing.  This Lent, open your heart to God’s 

mercy, feel how much God loves you and participate in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 

 I urge everyone in our parish to make this season of Lent the most 

special and most sacred ever. 
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ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES... 

St. Bernadette Guild 

   Our focus is spiritual development and pro-
jects to support the church community.   New 
members are always welcome to our meetings 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 1:00 pm 
in SEAS café. Call Debbie Davis, 889-2124 or 
Mary Ann Hale, 887-7089 for information. 

St. Eligius Guild 

   We are a group of women with young chil-
dren who coordinate activities for all chil-
dren of the parish, including St. Nick’s 
Feast, Easter Egg Hunt and Trunk or Treat.  
We welcome new members to our meetings 

at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday each month in  SEAS  
Café.   Contact  Haley  Gillespie, 861-7587 or 
StEligiusGuild@gmail.com if you have questions.  

 

SEAS MOM’S GROUP 

   SEAS Mom’s Group is now meeting in 
the Adult Education Room at SEAS  on 
Tuesday morning at 9:30 am for prayer and 
study.  Children are welcome and snacks 
are provided.  Contact Rachelle Parker,  
522-9682 or  rachelleparker31@yahoo.com. 

Comforts From the Heart 

     We make & donate quilts for 24 various agen-
cies for their clients in our area.  Group meets on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday at American Legion from 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.   Newcomers are always wel-
come.  Contact Carmen Whorley, 350-8292 

MEN’s  CLUB 

  “Good men doing good things.”  We 
meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 
7:00 pm  to pray the Rosary followed by 
dinner and socializing.  We also gather on 
the 1st Saturday at 8:30 am for Mass and 
breakfast.  We support the parish with 
fundraisers and are involved in most par-

ish functions.  Contact Kelly Hayes at 838-3269 for more  
information. 

St. Francis Guild 

   We actively participate in various parish and 
community activities. We annually support 
Newborns in Need, Rare Breed Teen Out-
reach, Relay for Life, Community Blood 
Drive and No-Kill Animal Shelter.  Our big-
gest fundraiser is The Taste of Chocolate.  

Our fun activities include Bunco, pool parties, secret pals 
and making Harvest Home baskets. We meet on the 3rd 
Monday at 6:30 pm in the dining room. For information 
call Cindy Dittmer at 880-5675 

P.C.C.W. 

  Did you know that all women of the parish are 
members of the Parish Council of Catholic 
Women?  This group is actively involved in 
prayer, church projects and fundraisers to sup-

port SEAS faith community.  Meetings are on the 1st 
Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. Contact  Mary  Wil-
liams, 938-8110  or  Mary Fox, 889-2136. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL  
               SOCIETY 

 

   Our mission is to offer hope and service 
on a direct person to person basis. We 
serve at the food pantry, make home vis-
its to those in need, visit nursing homes, 
grocery shop for the homebound and 
much more. No charity is foreign to us. New members are 
always welcome. Contact Tony Yarham, 417-773-6844 
for more information. 

Knights of Columbus 

  Council 698 

In service to one.  In service to all. 

For information contact:  Richard Wyatt  
417-207-5876   
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   WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS . . . 

   WE OFFER CONDOLENCES…               

Our hearts go out to... 

 

Johnathon Wesley  Chisam 
Son of  Corey & Rachael Chisam 

 

 

 

 

Friends and Family at the death of  
long-time parishioner  
     Marilyn Vydra  

 

Wesley Fite 
Son of  Adam & Anna Fite 

 

Michael Baldus & Margaret Alumno  
Ted & Kathy Betzen  

Audrey Cova  
Mathew & Jessica Jones  

Joshua & Michelle Moncada 
  

 

 

 

Griffin Michaelangelo Crawford 
Son of  Christopher &  

Angela Crawford 
 

 

Luke Vu Le   
Son of  Hoang Le & Lamanh Thi Vu 

 
 
 

 Olivia Willoughby 
Joseph Lahr and Ashley Niederhelm 

 Andy and Rosemary Marmouget 
Richard and Janet Easton 
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Please welcome our new Youth Minister, Ellen Chindlund… 

My name is Ellen Chindlund.  I grew up in Springfield, in St. Agnes Parish.  I was an 

active member of all things youth: Youth Group, Youth Choir, Youth Representative to 

Parish Council, etc.  I attended Drury University and majored in Psychology and Bi-

ology.  It was at Drury that I met my husband, Chris.  We’ve been married 25 years.  

Our first home was in Sacred Heart Parish, where we were parishioners for over 20 

years.  During our time at Sacred Heart, I served for 8 years as Director of Youth 

Ministry.  I took a break from Youth Ministry when we adopted our daughter Emily, 

who is now 11.  We became members of SEAS Parish almost 4 years ago.  I began 

teaching PSR right away.  Teaching has given me an opportunity to meet some of the 

youth and their families, which I have enjoyed very much.  I look forward to meeting 

more parishioners and am excited to see where the Spirit leads this great group of 

SEAS Youth!  You may reach me via Email– youth@seaschurch.org. 

Save the date for Steubenville Conference, Friday 
thru Sunday July 17-19 on the campus of  
Missouri State.  Details will be available  
soon. 

Open Gym - We will be having SEAS Youth Open 
Gym on Sunday, March 29 from 6-8pm for all Middle 
School and High School Youth.  The Gym and Youth 
Room will be open for basketball, ping pong, foosball, 
etc. Snacks will be provided. Don’t forget to bring your 
friends (they don’t have to be Catholic).  See you 
there! 
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RISE Diocesan Youth Conference for 9th – 12th graders, in West 
Plains on Friday, March 27—Sunday, March 29.  The fee for this 
conference is $165. This includes transportation, food, lodging and 
conference registration.  To register, please visit https://
dioscg.formstack.com/forms/youth_conf_registration   

The deadline for registration is Friday, March 6. 

Diocesan Capital Campaign money is available for you to cover 
the cost of the conference.  Please see Ellen Chindlund for an ap-
plication. We want all of you to apply for this. We raised the mon-
ey, now it’s time to use it! 

IGNITE is a one day conference for 7th & 8th graders in West Plains, on Saturday, March 28. 
This is part of the annual Diocesan Youth Conference.  This is an opportunity for our youth to 
hear from our Bishop, along with nationally known speakers. These are speakers seen at con-
ferences like National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC), Steubenville, etc.  We will be 
providing transportation via bus from SEAS for those that register. The bus will leave SEAS 
no later than 7:30 am, returning between 8:30 & 9:00 pm. The fee for this conference is $25. 
To register, please visit https://dioscg.formstack.com/forms/youth_conf_registration. 

The deadline for registration is Friday, March 6. 

Remember the Diocesan Capital Campaign from a couple years ago?  That money is availa-
ble for you to cover the cost of the conference.  Please see Ellen Chindlund for an applica-
tion. We want all of you to apply for this.  We raised the money, now it’s time to use it!  If 
you need to reach me, send an e-mail to youth@seaschurch.org. 

https://dioscg.formstack.com/forms/youth_conf_registration
https://dioscg.formstack.com/forms/youth_conf_registration
https://dioscg.formstack.com/forms/youth_conf_registration
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SEAS Adult Choir 

Praise God through music by joining the Adult Choir at SEAS. We are 
looking to expand our Adult Choir to include smaller off-shoot groups 
to assist in leading music at weekend Masses. Adult Choir rehearsals 
are on Wednesday evenings, at 7 pm. Rehearsals of Lenten and Easter 
music have begun, and it is not too late to join. Do you play piano and/
or organ? We are looking for another accompanist to play a few times 
each month for weekend Masses. No church music experience re-
quired ...just a desire to be part of the ministry. Music and training pro-
vided. Please contact Melinda Arnold, marnold@seaschurch.org, for in-
formation. 

Music Ministry for Elementary Students 

SEAS Children's Choir for students in 4th-8th grades in SEAS and the 
other Catholic elementary, and public, private, and home schools. Most 
often, Children's Choir sings with the Adult Choir at the 9 am Mass once 
a month with opportunity for the Children's Choir to help lead music at 
special liturgies throughout the year. Children's Choir rehearsals are typ-
ically the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month from 6:15-7 pm. However, 
because of spring break, March rehearsals are Monday, March 2 and 23. 
The Children's Choir will join the Adult Choir for the 9 am Mass on 
Sunday, March 29. 

mailto:marnold@seaschurch.org
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       March 2020 

Lent brings many opportunities to grow closer to God and to one another.  The Church teaches that 
the three pillars of Lenten observance are prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  In prayer, we open our minds 
and hearts to God.  We give God thanks and praise, ask for assistance, and we also want to take time to 
listen for God to speak to us.  Fasting can include not only fasting from certain foods but also from cer-
tain things and activities.  Almsgiving refers to monetary gifts but also to the giving of our time and tal-
ents.  May we each experience a true renewal of our minds and hearts and begin to walk more closely 
with Jesus, and may we continue on this path throughout our lives.  A special gift we can give our chil-
dren is to pray for them each day and to let them know that we are doing this. 
 

Bishop Rice is asking the youth of our diocese to participate in the 2020 Lenten Youth Mission of 
Mercy by joining him in supporting the Whole Kids Outreach (WKO) organization — answering   
Jesus’ call to serve the poor.  WKO is the only comprehensive service organization for pregnant wom-
en/teens and families with young children in the rural area of southeast Missouri.  More  information 
will be sent home with our students.   
 

Parents, please make every effort to bring your young people to their PSR classes regularly.   
 

Please Note:  PSR classes will not be in session March 15 or 18 during the Springfield schools’ spring 
break.  Classes resume the following Sunday, March 22.  
 

We have 51 children preparing for First Communion which will be celebrated on Saturday, April 25, 
at the 4:30 Mass.  Please keep these children and their families in your prayers.  
 

First Communion students and their parents may make banners on either Wednesday, March 25, or 
Sunday, March 29, during PSR time.  This includes Catholic school, PSR, and home-schooled SEAS pa-
rishioners. 
 

Please mark your calendars: Vacation Bible School (VBS) at SEAS will be Sunday-Thursday, June  
14-18, 6:00-8:30 each evening.  Watch for more information and the registration form coming soon.  
  
Camp Re-NEW-All registration is open!  Sessions often fill up, so check this out soon.  You will find 
more information on the Religious Education bulletin board.  This camp is open to students going into 
grades 5-9.  Older students and adults may apply to help. 
 

Please let me know if you have questions or if we can help you in any way. 

  

Freda Epperson, Director of Religious Education 

887-6472, ex. 610, fepperson@seaschurch.org 

SEAS Parish 

Office of Religious Education  

mailto:fepperson@seaschurch.org
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Confirmation  
January 25, 2020 

Congratulations to our newly Confirmed!  
Sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit 

  

Lainey Adler 

Jackson Ahrens 

Mia Aquino 

Tatum Burnett 

Catherine Cline 

Ashley Cowan  

Kendall Crain 

Carmen De Van 

Nathaniel Dills 

Amelia Duff 

Will Duncan 

Brendan Dunning 

Anthony Foster 

Jackson Gamet 

Savannah Gibson 

Anthony Glendenning 

Katelyn Glendenning 

Ellie Guthrie 

Chase Hamme 

Nikki Hamme 

Addison Harmon 

Sam Harristhal 

Coltan Hawkins 

Haleigh Howe 

Kydon Huttenlocher 

Jacob Jeffers 

Grant Kindell 

Kaiden Kristek 

Jacob Lipari 

Connor McCue 

Noah Meinhardt 

Ethan Miclat 

Natalie Millirons 

Hannah Morris 

Minna Morris 

Caroline Nelson 

Gibson O’Dell 

Harper Post 

Thessen Prenger 

Brett Roberson 

Virginia Rohall 

Aidan Rook 

Gabrielle Salat 

Cole Schoen 

Jack Schoen 

 

Katie Sell 

Matthew Sell 

Jebediah Shumaker 

Zane Sly 

Paige Starnes 

Rylee Starnes 

Abigail Stone 

Gage Stout 

Aaron Strohm 

Rigel Cedric Su 

Sophia Tasset 

Broderic Tillman 

Britney Ung 

Paige Wehner 



9 

Confirmation 
February 1, 2020 

Congratulations to our newly Confirmed!  
Sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit 

Autumn Acosta 

Geronimo Avila 

Brooklyn Barnes 

Samuel Barth 

Abigail Bilbao 

Noah Boyd 

Joshua Brown 

Sophia Cardin 

Heston Collins 

Jason Cox 

Huston Deer 

Alicya De Van 

Jackson Edwards 

Karli Facklam 

Braedon Fritz 

Megan Garnier 

Victoria Haselden 

Reilly Heman 

Colby Highfill 

Amy Hill 

Matthew Hollon 

Zachary Howell 

Maria Ixpertay 

Avery Johnson 

Michael Johnson 

Kaden Kellermann 

Ania Kovacs 

Dylan Kreymer 

Josh Lambert 

Sam Lambert 

Alexa Lewis 

Marichelle Mantala 

Jackson McDaniel 

Joseph Micka 

Lauren Moen 

Jaden Moore 

Aislinn Neubauer 

Kirby Nie 

Ivy Grace Ohrenberg 

Alex Pepe 

Braydon Per 

Allison Pichler 

Leah Reichert 

Grace Replogle 

Brett Sartin 

Timothy Schulte 

Benjamin Smith 

Brett Smith 

Brynn Smith 

Shyley Smouse 

Chloe Stenger  

Logan Straus 

Michael Straus 

Elise Summers 

Evan Thompson 

Erik Tomanek 

Linda Tomanek 

Brice Triplett 

Hailey Turben 

Halle Vigil 

Sophie Walker 

Isabella Wells 

Michael Wells 

Leah Zolfaghari 

Adults: 

Hunter Sullivan 

Anna Wynn 
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"May The Road rise up to meet you" is about God's blessing for your journey - may your 
walk be an easy one - with no huge mountains to climb or obstacles to overcome. It alludes 
to three images from nature - the wind, sun and rain - as pictures of God's care and provi-
sion. The "wind" can be likened to the Spirit of God, who came as a "mighty wind" at Pen-
tecost. The sun’s warmth in the prayer reminds us of the tender mercies of God, "by which 
the rising sun will come to us from heaven" (Luke 1:78, NIV), whilst the soft falling rain 
speaks of God's provision and sustenance. Finally, we are reminded that we are held safe 
in God's loving hands as we travel on our journey through life.  

Happy St. Pat’s Day 

May The Road Rise Up To Meet You 

May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields  

and until we meet again,  

may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Don’t Give Up Chocolate for Lent...  
 

Instead, you can join us for BEST LENT EVER—a free email program that will 
help you have a deep, powerful and unforgettable Lent!  

It’s not what you give up.  

It’s who you become.  
 

Its not too late to start.  Sign up today at: https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO ENRICH YOUR  

LENTEN JOURNEY 

We began the Lenten season with our Ash Wednesday celebration.  Accepting the 
signing with ashes is our commitment to enter into this season that calls us to con-
version and renewal as we prepare for the great feast of Easter. I urge you to con-
sider the following spiritual opportunities: 
 

Attend daily Mass or one extra Mass a week 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
6:30 am  & 8:30 am   

Wednesday-6:30 am & 6:00 pm 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays from 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm 
Fridays during Lent following the  

8:30 am Mass until 7:00 pm 
 

Stations of the Cross & Benediction 

Fridays: 2:45 pm and 7:00 pm in Church 
 

Participate in Groups that gather for  

faith sharing/formation 

Small groups will be meeting at church. 
 

Participate in Operation Rice Bowl 

Families are encouraged to have simple meals once or twice a week, 
 giving money saved to the Rice Bowl. 

 

Take time for prayer and reflection 

Use the Word Among Us  as an aid in reflecting  
daily on the scriptures. 

 

Access internet resources: 

www.prayasyougo.org  Prepared by the Jesuits of the UK, this site offers reflection on the 
daily Mass readings. 
 
www.usccb.org/bible/reading This site from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops offers 
audio and video reflection on the daily Mass readings. 
 
www.sacredspace.ie This is a prayer site from the Irish Jesuits who offer on-screen guidance 
and scripture for prayer each day. 
 
www.liturgy.slu.edu This site explores the Sunday scripture readings from many different per-
spectives. 
 

                                                            - - - Fr. Tom 
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               SEAS Rosary Makers Need You! 

Men, Women & Children are Welcome 

If you need help, we will teach you how to make rosaries; the first one you 

make is yours to keep.  A generous donor buys all supplies: beads, chains, 

crosses.  All you need is needle-nose jewelry-making pliers.  To get you start-

ed, we have loaner pliers you are welcome to use.  Some very talented people 

will help you for as long as you need help.  We meet at SEAS on Tuesday 

mornings, in Room 5 from 10:00 am till 12:00 pm; you can come late and/or 

leave early if necessary.  You are not required to come every week and you do 

not have to report to anyone if you cannot come.  There are special blessings 

for those who promote devotion to the most holy rosary.  Our rosaries are giv-

en to the missions, to different groups within the church, to shut-ins and peo-

ple in hospitals and nursing homes and to others who need them.  There is a box on the table in 

the gathering area in which you may place rosaries that need repair; we will repair them and re-

turn them to you.  We also accept rosaries or rosary parts to be used in rosary making.  Come and 

see if this is a ministry to which you are called.  Questions?  Contact:  Ellie at 417-576-8224. 

Mass & Senior Breakfast 

Presentation Regarding Valuable Resources for Senior Citizens 

Friday, March 6 

Mass at 8:30 am; followed by breakfast and presentation. Come join us for free information. They will dis-
cuss a wide range of resources, all of which most seniors, or their parents, will likely need at some point in 
time. For more information,  please contact Sister Bernadette at the church office. 

Congratulations: Pat Brewer 

Pat (Dr. Patricia Dix) has been inducted into the Missouri Public Affairs Hall of Fame for her 

dedication to caring for mothers with high-risk pregnancies and her commitment to helping 

women in need.   She has advanced the field of maternal-fetal medicine for over three decades.   

We are blessed to have her as a member of our parish. 
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January’s Special Collections 
 
 

The Kitchen Kettle 

$299 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 

$3,214 

 

Seminarians & Retired Priests 

$1,425 

 

Church in Latin America 

$2,354 

We offer many thanks 

to our family of  

parishioners for your 

kind donations that go 

to help support so 

many people in our  

parish and our  

Community. 



15 

EXPENSES 

Salaries & Payroll Taxes 

Retirement 

Medical/Dental Insurance 

Babysitting 

Special Multi-Peril Ins. Premium 

Catholic Cemeteries 

Office Expenses 

Maintenance & Repairs 

Janitorial/Maintenance Supplies 

Altar, Sanctuary, Choir Supplies 

Telephone 

Utilities 

Household Expenses 

Financial Assistance to Needy 

Religious Education 

Youth Programs 

Parish Special Programs 

Support of Catholic Schools 

Assessment 

Priests’ Mutual Benefit Society 

Special Collections Forwarded 

Building Renovation/Improvement 

TOTAL BILLS PAID 

   

   Financials for January, 2020 

 Finance Committee 

Donna Powers  Dan Hoy      Michael Hoppman          

             David Straus       Gary Gift 

INCOME 

Envelopes 

Plate Collections 

Equip/Maint. Contingency Fund 

Education 

Church Property Rental 

Designated Gifts 

Other income 

Other Special Collections 

Total Income 

Cash Available  December 31 

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE 

 

$     74,038 

$       1,382 

$       3,214  

$          991  

$       9,405 

$     42,316 

$       3,779  

$       8,252  

$   143,377 

$     25,361 

$   168,738 

         

$    22,724 

$         932 

$      5,899 

$      1,453 

$      4,000 

$           83 

$      4,494 

$      3,775 

$      2,647 

$      3,431 

$           55 

$      5,668 

$      2,890 

$      4,773 

$      4,226 

$         691 

$      3,670 

$    46,647 

$         520 

$      3,121 

$      9,193 

$    66,244 

$  197,136 

 

Bank Balance at December 31 

December Income 

Cash Available 

Expenses paid 

Bank Balance at January 31 

$     34,219 

$     42,028 

$     76,247 

$     68,739 

$       7,508 
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April Newsletter  

is  
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Pastor    Rev. Thomas Reidy         treidy@seaschurch.org 

Associate Pastor  Rev. Colby Elbert         celbert@seaschurch.org 

Religious Ed Director  Freda Epperson         fepperson@seaschurch.org 

Religious Ed Assistant  Karen Tippie          ktippie@seaschurch.org 

Youth Minister  Ellen Chindlund          youth@seaschurch.org 

Pastoral Minister  Sr. Bernadette Goessling, SSND     bernadettegoessling@yahoo.com 

RCIA    Tom and Pat Brewer         brewer.t@att.net 

Stephen Ministry  Dale Buechler          618-971-7183  or 887-0170 

Music Director   Melinda Arnold         marnold@seaschurch.org 

Office Manager  Anne Plüs          aplus@seaschurch.org 

Finance Manager  Heather Hayes          hhayes@seaschurch.org 

Facility Manager  Morgan Trokey        morgant@seaschurch.org 

SEAS School Principal  Cheryl Hall          chall@scspk12.org 

School Admin. Assistant Lauren Cayer          seasoffice@scspk12.org 
 

               

FOR YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY  

 

The WORD Among Us is a booklet with daily re-
flections on the Lenten readings. Be sure you have 
picked up a copy for your family’s use. We are 
grateful to a generous parishioner who gifts us with 
these booklets.   


