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                  SEAS NEWS 
 April, 2021 

 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 

 2200 West Republic Road 
 Springfield, MO 65807 
 417. 887. 6472 
 www.seaschurch.org 

 
 

Established 1981 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, a 
Roman Catholic Christian com-
munity, strives to be a dynamic, 
welcoming center of faith, where 
life-long friendships begin and 
grow. 
 

Our mission is: 

 To provide opportunity for 
worship, ministry and pro-
claiming the Gospel. 

 To provide education and 
support for the spiritual 
growth of every parish mem-
ber. 

 To build a local community 
of faith that fosters life, jus-
tice and peace in the global 
society. 

 

From the Pastor... 

April 4 
Easter Sunday 

Masses at 
7:30, 9:00 & 11:15 am 

April 24 & May 1 
Celebration of   

 First Communion for 
2nd Graders at 4:30 Mass 

April 1 
Holy Thursday 

Mass at 7:00 pm 

April 2 
Good Friday 

Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion at 3:00 & 7:00 pm 

April 3 
Holy Saturday 

Easter Vigil at 7:00 pm 

April 3 
Easter Egg Hunt & Picnic 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
It's been a year since the disappointments of 2020 Holy Week cancelations because of 
the pandemic. Now, keeping in mind important pandemic protocols, we are blessed to 
gather in person once again. SEAS will continue adhering to the City of Spring-
field's masking mandate and the occupancy and distancing requirements. Still, to have 
members of our parish family worshiping together is a blessing. 
  
We aren't back to "normal" in our Eucharistic celebrations, so, it's important that you 
know what to expect. On Palm Sunday, palms will be distributed to congregants upon 
entering the church's Gathering Area. We won't have our traditional procession of palms 
from the parish hall to the sanctuary. Instead, parishioners will be seated, and Father 
Tom and Father Colby will bless the palms before the entrance hymn. 
  
During the Holy Thursday Mass, we will begin in the usual way, and then at the end of  
Mass we will have the procession of the Blessed Sacrament to the Day Chapel and the 
Altar of Repose. The Day Chapel will be open for adoration until midnight, and we 
simply ask that you are mindful of the limit set for the number of people present in the 
chapel and observe social distancing. 
  
During the Good Friday service, the faithful will be invited to venerate the Cross by 
bowing or genuflecting.  
 
Holy Saturday Mass will begin with the traditional fire and blessing of the Paschal 
Candle, and these will happen in the sanctuary near the Baptismal Font rather than out-
side. We are very excited to celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation with our RCIA Candi-
dates and Catechumens in much the same way as we have traditionally (with the excep-
tion of immersion at Baptism). 
  
Our livestream schedule for Holy Week is: 

 9 am, Palm Sunday, March 28 

 7 pm, Tuesday, March 30 - Chrism Mass live-streamed on the Diocesan Facebook 
page.  In person Chrism Mass available to priests/deacons only. 

 7 pm, Holy Thursday, April 1 

 3 pm and 7 pm, Good Friday, April 2 

 7 pm, Easter Vigil, April 3 

 9 am, Easter Sunday, April 4 
 
The live-streamed Masses of the Triduum can only be viewed in real time. The record-
ings will be deleted following the in-person Mass in accordance with the diocesan      
directives. 
  
Finally, we expect to reach our seating capacity in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, and 
as a result, advance reservations will be required for the Easter Vigil Mass and all Mass-
es on Easter Sunday.  Reserved seating will be given on a first-come, first-serve basis 
for the sanctuary, with overflow seating reservations then taken for the Parish Hall.  The 
cutoff day/time for making reservations is Holy Thursday at 4:00 pm.  All those with 
reservations may pick up their reservation card, make changes or ask questions on Holy 

Saturday from 9 am - 1 pm.  The links for making reservations are on Page 
2 of this Newsletter. 
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THE EASTER TRIDUUM (three days) 

 

 
 

Holy Thursday—Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:00 PM 
Celebrates the gift of Eucharist and ends with a procession to the chapel with consecrat-
ed hosts for Friday’s communion service and Eucharistic Adoration until midnight. 

 
Good Friday—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion –   

    3:00 and 7:00 PM 
The Passion of Jesus according to St. John is proclaimed, solemn prayers are offered for 
the Church and the world, all are invited to adoration of the cross followed by a commun-
ion service. 
 

  Holy Saturday—The Easter Vigil – 7:00 PM 
The community gathers for the blessing of new fire, the paschal candle is inscribed, lit, 
and carried in procession into a darkened church. The ancient chant, the Exsultet, is 
sung.  An expanded Liturgy of the Word proclaims our salvation history; the Alleluia is 
sung before the gospel proclaiming the resurrection of the Lord.  Affirming the baptismal 
creed, the elect are baptized, clothed in white garments and given the new light of Christ.  
Candidates make a profession of faith and are confirmed along with the newly baptized.  
All celebrate the reception of Eucharist and the newness of life in Christ. 

FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
 

 

Good Friday, April 2 
 

is a day of fasting and  
  abstinence from meat. 

 
FASTING - All Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59, 
inclusive, are limited to one full meal on this day and two 
smaller meals which, together, do not equal one full 
meal.   

 

INDIVIDUAL 
CONFESSION TIMES 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Individual Confessions 
 

Monday, March 29 
7:15-7:45 am 
9:15-9:45 am 
7:00-8:00 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 30 

7:15-7:45 am 
9:15-9:45 am 

 
Good Friday, April 2 

11:00 am-Noon 

PLEASE USE THE LINKS BELOW 
TO SIGN UP FOR 
EASTER MASSES 

 
Easter Vigil - Saturday, April 3, 7:00 PM      

https://tinyurl.com/EasterVigil7pmSEAS 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 7:30 AM      

https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday730amSEAS 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 9:00 AM      

https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday9amSEAS 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 11:15 AM      

https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday1115amSEAS 

https://tinyurl.com/EasterVigil7pmSEAS
https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday730amSEAS
https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday9amSEAS
https://tinyurl.com/EasterSunday1115amSEAS
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REMEMBER TO FILL YOUR  
RICE BOWL 

 

Your Lenten sacrifice enables Cath-
olic Relief Services 
to provide life-
saving assistance to 
others in nearly 100 
countries through-
out the world!   

 
Please return your Rice Bowl to 
church on Holy Thursday.  Thank 
you! 

NO SENIORS’ MASS & BREAKFAST 
IN APRIL 

 

Since the First Friday in April falls on 
April 2, Good Friday, there 
will be NO Seniors’ Mass 
and Breakfast during this 
month.  Please plan to    
attend the May Seniors’ 

Mass and Breakfast on Friday, May 7, at 
8:30 am. 

 
     Please continue to pray for  
           those preparing for  
                  initiation at    
              the Easter Vigil… 
 
 
 

 

CATECHUMENS  
preparing for Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist: 

 

        Johnathan Bell  Nathan Gaston 
        Benjamin Gaston  Landon Hintzen 
        Caleb Gaston  Ryleigh Hintzen 
       Brian Stowe 
 

CANDIDATES  
who will be received into full communion of the     

Catholic Church, be Confirmed and receive Eucharist: 
 
        Michele Bogart  Richard Rehagen 
        Chuck Gaston  Trey Ringgold 
        Samantha Gaston  Amber Sims 
        Carolyn Hintzen  Daniel White 
        Lorinda Rehagen  Kandice White 
           Kasey White 

WHY CONFESS MY SINS? 
 

To get it all out to another person...One of the most natural and healthful needs we have as human persons is to “tell 
someone.”  We need another person to hear our story; especially do we need to get rid of anger, resentments, guilt, 
etc. so that it does not fester and lead to other ills,  It takes trust, humility, and courage to name our sins, but it is 
healthy and liberating.  Some of us learned the “laundry list” approach to confessing sin.  A more helpful way may be 
naming the causes or motivations behind behaviors and attitudes. 
 

To believe in sin...Most people would agree that they are not perfect, but many of us never get around to actually 
naming and claiming the way we sin.  The sacrament forces us to articulate “my sins,” not just some fuzzy awareness 
that things are just not right.  We need to hear ourselves say that we are selfish, arrogant, apathetic, self-pitying, jeal-
ous, drink too much, etc. so that we can take the steps that lead to a change of heart. 
 

To “come back”...The story of the Prodigal Son is the classic paradigm for reconciliation.  We may not have chosen a 
foreign way of life and total rejection of God’s love and care, but all sin represents bad choices and causes alienation.  
Coming to the sacrament is a sign of our desire for homecoming, a chance to begin again. 
 

To see and hear forgiveness...Jesus looked at people, he spoke words of forgiveness, reached out with a healing touch.  
We can’t just live in our minds.  We need tangible body involvement!  Consider how important a hug, a kiss, even a 
smile is to know forgiveness.  It isn’t enough to know theoretically that God loves us and forgives us.  We need to hear 
it.  The priest as a representative of the community, in the name of the Church, says those beautiful words: “I absolve 
you from your sins…” while he extends his hands in healing touch.  This is the heart of the meaning of “sacrament,” a 
visible action  that indicates that God is acting! 
 

To recognize that our sin is linked with society...There is no such thing as a “private sin.”  Sin may be secret, but it 
affects the world because it diminishes the good that exists.  As human persons, we participate in social sin.  We are 
collectively responsible for the social, economic and political systems which produce injustice.  We need to 
acknowledge our participation in the evils of violence, discrimination, racism, consumerism, etc. and recognize our 
mission of healing and transformation of the world.   
 

(Points from Fr. Leonard Foley, OFM, in a CATHOLIC UPDATE: Why Confess My Sins”) 



4 

ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES... 

St. Bernadette Guild 
 

   Our focus is spiritual development and 
projects to support the church communi-
ty.   New members are always welcome 
to our meetings on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at 1:00 pm in SEAS café. 

Call Debbie Davis, 889-2124 or  Mary Ann Hale, 
887-7089 for more information. 

St. Eligius Guild 
 

   We are a group of women with 
young children who coordinate   
activities for all children of the   
parish, including St. Nick’s 
Feast, Easter Egg Hunt and 
Trunk or Treat.  We welcome 
new members to our meetings at 

6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday each month in 
SEAS Café.  Contact Haley Gillespie, 861-7587 
or StEligiusGuild@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

SEAS MOM’S GROUP  
 

   SEAS Mom’s Group is now meeting 
in the Parish Office Conference Room 
at SEAS on Tuesday morning at 9:30 
am for prayer and study.  Children are 
welcome and snacks are provided.  Contact:  Erin 
Disseler, 827-9523 or erinmdisseler@gmail.com 
or Katie Davis 838-0838 ktsdavis@gmail.com. 

Comforts From the Heart Quilters 
 

    This group meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday at American Legion from 10:00 
am - 2:00 pm.   Please join in the making 
of comfort quilts for area agencies to give 
to their clients.  No experience is needed, 
just a willing spirit and an eagerness to 
learn.  Newcomers are always welcome.  If you 
have questions, please contact Carmen Whorley at 
350-8292 or carmenwhorley@yahoo.com. 

MEN’s  CLUB 

  “Good men doing good things.”  We 
meet on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 7:00 pm to pray the Rosary 
and have dinner and socializing.  We 
also gather on the 1st Saturday at 
8:30 am for Mass and breakfast.  We 

support the parish with fundraisers and are in-
volved in most parish functions.  Contact Kelly 
Hayes, 838-3269 for more information. 

St. Francis Guild 
 

   We actively participate in various 
parish and community activities. We 
annually support Newborns in Need, 
Rare Breed Teen Outreach, Relay for 
Life, Community Blood Drive and No
-Kill Animal Shelter.  Our biggest 
fundraiser is The Taste of Chocolate.  
Our fun activities include Bunco, pool 
parties, secret pals and making Harvest Home bas-
kets. We meet on the 3rd Monday at 6:30 pm in 
the SEAS Cafe. For more information call Connie 
Meyer,773-3310. 

P.C.C.W. 
 

    Did you know that all women of 
the parish are members of the Parish 
Council of Catholic Women?  This 
group is actively involved in prayer, 
church projects and fundraisers to 

support SEAS faith community.  We meet on the 
1st Thursday of each month in the SEAS Café, 
beginning with Rosary at 6:00 pm and Meeting at 
6:30 pm.  Contact Mary Williams, 938-8110 or 
Mary Fox, 889-2136 for more information. 

 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 
 

   Our mission is to offer hope and ser-
vice on a direct person-to-person ba-
sis. We serve at the food pantry, make 
home visits to those in need, visit 
nursing homes, grocery shop for the 
homebound and much more. No charity is foreign 
to us. New members are always welcome. Contact 
Tony Yarham, 773-6844 for more information. 

SEAS Rosary Makers 
 

   A group of dedicated volunteers who 
make and repair rosaries for missions, 
different groups within the church, shut
-ins, people in area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, and to others who may    

request them.  Meetings are held each Tuesday 
morning in Room 5 from 10:00 am - Noon.  Call 
Ellie Widmer with questions at 576-4224.  
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You’re Invited to join 
ST. ELIGIUS GUILD 

SEAS YOUTH GROUP 
SEAS MEN’S CLUB 

 
For an Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic 

on Holy Saturday 
April 3 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
SEAS South Parking Lot 

 
FAMILY FUN FOR EVERYONE! 

 

Please pray for 
our children as 

they prepare for 
FIRST  

COMMUNION 
which will take place 

on April 24  
                             and 
        May 1 

at the 4:30 Masses 

 OCP launches Breaking Bread  
Missal App for 2021 

 

Oregon Catholic Press, publisher of the “Breaking 
Bread” and “Choose Christ” missals, you are 

familiar with here at SEAS, recently 
launched an eMissal app for Breaking 
Bread 2021. The app includes the 
readings, the Order of Mass, and 
songs. The app is $4.99 and is intended 
only for the 2021 liturgical year. (A 
new app will be released for following 

years.) 
 

 
The Breaking Bread eMissal app is 

available in the App Store and  
Google Play.  

 
For information, visit: 

 ocp.org/en-us/breaking-bread-emissal. 
 

HARVEST HOME 
Garage Sale 

Friday & Saturday 
June 11/12 

 
As you do your spring cleaning, it’s not too 

early to start thinking about our annual  
Garage Sale in June and collecting those 

unwanted treasures to donate.   
Please see the May Newsletter and  

upcoming weekly bulletins for more details. 

THE BEAUTIFUL HANDS 
OF A PRIEST 

 

We need them in life’s early 
morning, 

We need them again at its close; 
We feel their warm clasp of true friendship, 

We seek them when tasting life’s woes. 
At the altar each day we behold them, 

and the hands of a king on his throne are not 
equal to them in their greatness; 

And when we are tempted and wander to  
pathways of shame and of sin,  

it’s the hand of a priest that absolves us -  
not once, but again and again; 

And when we are taking life’s partner, 
other hands may prepare us a feast, 

but the hand that will bless and unite us is the 
beautiful hand of a priest. 

God bless them and keep them all holy for the 
Host which their fingers caress;  

When can a poor sinner do better than to ask 
Him to guide thee and bless? 

When the hour of death comes upon us may 
our courage and strength be increased by      

seeing raised over us in blessing 
THE BEAUTIFUL HANDS OF A PRIEST! 

FIRST HARVEST HOME MEETING 
FOR 2020 

 

Please plan to attend the First Har-
vest Home meeting for 2020 on    
Sunday, March 28, 6:00 pm in the 
Adult Education Room.  New people 
and new ideas are always welcome!  
Please call Linda Glendenning with 

questions or for more info at:  426-2784. 
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We are grateful to those who made a contribution 
toward the flowers and decorations  

for this Easter season.   
Thank you for your generosity. 

Contributor…   No name given... 

Joseph Pryor 
Patricia & Kenneth Lawrence 
Regina Cowin 
Arlan Mahon 
Frank & Kathern Cervellere 
Louis & Anne Summers 
Jim & Jan Dills 
Larry & Anya O’Reilly 
Roseanne Posson 
Ron & Mickie Wiedemann 

Pat Nehl 
Corey & Rachael Chisam 
Mike & Laura Osborn 
Bill Heim & Bonnie Howard-Heim 
Gary & Jane Nie 
Charles Ball 
Bonnie Smith 
Helen McIlquham 
Quirino & Aileen Cabasi 

Justin & Trisha Hutchison 
Eric & Tricia Headley 
Joe & Sharon Giboney 
Michael & Janice Rowland 
Brian & Sharon Schwabb 
Tony & Lily Pelliccio 
Ella Arnold 
Tom & Pat Brewer 
Don & Vicki Brunk 

Contributor…   In memory or in honor of... 
Clint & Veronica Sartin  William & Nancy Smith 
Robert & Marlene Horn  Fred & Londa Tarbosso 
Henry Malachowski   Corki Malachowski 
Stephen SanPaolo   Carolyn SanPaolo, Mike SanPaolo, Mr. & Mrs. Angelo SanPaolo, Rosina 
     SanPaolo 
Rick & Veronica Straus  Patrick Walsh, Earl Straus 
Danny & Betty Warren  Deceased members of Demchak family 
Carmen Burkhead    Kin, Roselia, Fernando, Pat 
Rhea Marcum    Ruth & John Bisby, Ken Marcum, Rhea & Fae Rosemann, Christopher 
     Cooley, Grandchildren 
Gary & Melissa Abramovitz  JoAnn Abramovitz, Keith Distler 
Mark & Debbie Grieshaber  The Grieshaber family, the Lauderdale family 
Don & Sue Higgerson   Deceased family members 
Larry & Suzie Jacobs   Margit & David Pruett, Virgil & Ruth Jacobs 
Barbara Carey    Deceased members of the Carey, Varian, O’Neill families 
William & Kelly Goodin  Gerald Hitton, James Deas 
Mary Foley    Jim Foley, Julia Jacobs 
Bob & Carolyn Bumberry  Doctors, nurses, healthcare workers and all other essential workers who 
     kept us going the last year 
Kay Maloney    Alana Catherine Hicks, Tammy Maloney Hicks, deceased family members 
Richard & Judy Peterson  Eric & Eloise Peterson 
Stan & Annette Hall   Ann & Paul Giordano 
Ron & Tami Bowen   Ann & Darrel Baird, Jack Bowen, Jana Bowen 
Ralph & Laura Graham  Matthew Graham, Florence & Wilmen Zimmermann, Tony Zimmermann, 
     Ruth & Tom Graham, Dorothy Hoef 
Gerry & Linda Bryant   Norman & Beryl Bryant 
Dennis & Rebecca Wieberg  Zachary David Graas, Patrick Shawn Graas 
Ronald & Anne DePew  Deceased family members 
Bo & Brandi Armstrong  Son, Larry & deceased family members 
Don & Sandy Tribby   Charles & Doug Tribby 
Nancy Simpson   JT & Jacky Gahm, Jason A. Simpson 
Rose Marie Sovich   Deceased family members 
Dan & Diane Hoy   Suzanne Louise Colarusso, Judy Joyce-Hoy 
Mark & Marie Jarek   Rich, Koslosky, Dianne Jarek, Donald Capuano, Fran Moncada 
Ann Griesemer   Regis Griesemer 
Tony & Trish Wand   Deceased members of the Wand & Boyd families 
Delma Jean Killingsworth  Guy J. Killingsworth, Delmar & Dorothy Hagerman, Guy & Oletha Kill-
     ingsworth, Jack & Gigi McGuire, All souls in Purgatory 
Daniel & Debra Rooney  Mother, Nell Green 
John & Marcia Forrest  All First Responders 
Ted & Juli Heinzler   Joe & Alice Heinzler, Don Bassore, Dave & Debbie Bassore 
Ho Sun Kim    Kim Paul, Lee Teresa  
Leland & Crystal Payton  Joseph & Isabel Merriam, Louis & Anne Payton, Frances “Kit” Callahan 
Ken & Susan Ellwood   Clyde Rodreick; Prudy Rodreick; Jack, Georgette & Steve Ellwood 
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Our weekly schedule continues with Wednesday evening middle and high school, high school Sunday 
discussion group (now called Mysteries of our Faith discussion). Monthly we have Open Gym for grades 
6-12 and high school Super Sunday. 
 

Thank you to all who came to the Drive Thru Friday Fish Fry on March 5. It was a great success.  We 
had lots of youth working and made over $1,000! It not only made a great amount of money, the kids 
really enjoyed working with each other. Can’t get much better than a team builder that’s also a fundrais-
er! 
 

I was able to attend the Diocesan Youth Ministry Conference for those in ministry to youth in grades       
7-12, March 5-6. I had a great time meeting and discussing with other Youth Ministers from around the 
diocese. I have some great ideas I hope to start implementing.  I was also able to spend some great time 
in worship with Bishop Rice. It was definitely as inspiring weekend! 
 

We have several youth registered for the Diocesan Youth Conference. We will be attending the confer-
ence on April 10 in Carthage MO. We are looking forward to getting to meet new friends and hopefully 
connect with some old ones. Our speaker, Steve Angrisano, is sure to make it an inspiring day!   
 

We also have a great list of names of those interested in attending the Steubenville Conference in July at 
MSU. I’m really looking forward to taking a great group from SEAS to the conference. If you are inter-
ested in attending, but did not get your name on the list, please contact Youth Minister, Ellen Chindlund, 
to see if we still have room in our group (887-6472, ext. 608). 
 

I’m excited to announce that we will be reintroducing KRUNCH for our youth in grades 3-5. The first 
meeting will be on Friday, April 16 from 5:30-7:00 pm. We plan to meet with this group monthly.  
 

My greatest need at this time is more volunteers. As we increase our offerings for our SEAS youth, I 
need more adults to help me. If you, or someone you know, would like to help with Youth Ministry, 
please let me know. My email address is youth@seaschurch.org. We have many ways to use your       
talents. 

THANK YOU SEAS Youth Group for the fantastic 
fish fry.  Great job!  We’re so proud of you! 

mailto:youth@seaschurch.org
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SEAS Parish Office of  Religious Education  
 

   

APRIL 2021 
 

 

Jesus Christ has risen!  Alleluia!  Easter Blessings to all.   
 

 PSR and Confirmation One continue to meet.  Our 7th graders preparing for their Confirma-

tion next year will have their second special session on April 11 and April 14.  This series has been a 

discussion of The Mass.  
 

 First Communion students decorated special banners with their families last month.  These 

will be placed on pews on their First Communion day. We have two days reserved for First Com-

munion:  Saturday, April 24 and Saturday, May 1, during the 4:30 PM Mass.  Those making their First 

Communion on April 24 will have practice on Wednesday, April 21. Those making their First Com-

munion on May 1 will practice on Wednesday, April 28.  
 

 The last PSR and Confirmation One classes this school year will be May 2 and 5.  Parents, 

please make sure to get your children to this last month of classes.  Your dedication throughout this 

past year during the pandemic is admirable as well as your respect and appreciation for the volunteer 

catechists.  Thank you!  And thank you to those parents who have picked up the  lessons and taught 

PSR from home. We look forward to having your children onsite hopefully in the fall.  
 

 “The Search,” our Lenten study, had several hundred participants meeting onsite, virtually, 

and studying as family groups!  I am now researching possibilities for another study during the Easter 

season – late spring for those interested.   Please watch for sign-ups soon.  
 

 Vacation Bible School (VBS) at SEAS will be Sunday-Thursday, June 13-17, 6:00-8:30 PM 

each evening.  This year’s theme is Rocky Railway — Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through.  VBS is for stu-

dents entering grades K-6.  Students in grades 7-12 and adults are invited to assist. Childcare and pre-

school VBS are provided for children of volunteers. We will be following the Diocesan Guidelines 

with regards to the pandemic which likely means limited registration and limited number of student 

volunteers.  Sign up to volunteer at the display in the Gathering 

Area.  More information and registration forms will be coming 

soon!  
 

Please contact me  if I may be of assistance in any way.   
 

Christ’s Peace, 
 

 

Denise Dumars, Director of Religious Education 

ddumars@seaschurch.org    417-887-6472, ext. 610 
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FIRST COMMUNION BANNER MAKING 

MARCH 2021 

At left, Fr. Reidy looks on as this 
young man and his father make a 

First Communion Banner  
in anticipation of his special day. 

 
Below, more children and their   

parents participate in the Banner 
making. 
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SENIORS’ PAGE . . . By Sr. Bernadette 

Dear Seniors, 
 

 I’ve  got  that joy. joy,  joy,  joy, down in my heart, down in my heart,  
down in my heart, 

down in my heart to stay. 
 And I’m so happy, so very happy, I’ve got the  love of Jesus in my heart. 
 And I’m so happy, so very happy, I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart.  

 

This is a refrain from a song I sang with my students, and I sing it now with some of the 
people I visit.  It reminds me of the inner joy that we experience in knowing that we have 
God’s love present in us in the good times and the difficult times of our lives.  Some-
times, it is good to reflect  on our personal experience of joy  and to delight in it.  JOY is 
present when we open our hearts.   
 

I write this on Laetare Sunday.  I call it “Rejoice Sunday.” And here it is today, the middle 
of Lent, as we practice penance in our lives, we are called to rejoice and be glad.   I con-
sider it a joy to be able to give of myself because of the gift of self  that Jesus gave us. 
 

At Christmas we sing  “Joy to the World the Lord has come…”  Today in our Commun-
ion hymn the words “Hold on to Love where joy abounds.” sounded in the refrain. I en-
courage you to take the time and  identify the joy or joys that you are experiencing during 
this season of Lent. 
 

At Christmas, the book, I Heard God Laugh by Matthew Kelly was offered  to each of us.  
If you still need a copy let me know.  I do have a few still available .  On page 63 of the 
book we read:  
  Come to the silence and learn what it is that you need to thrive. 
   Embrace what it is that makes you dance for joy. 
    And share with everyone you meet 
        the love that Love himself has filled you with. 
 

The Covid has been with us for a year.  I’m sure if you reflect back you will remember 
some type of joy that has been revealed.  The joy does not have to be visible. It might be 
an underlying awareness of something God has been doing in you or through you.  I 
know for myself that there is a greater joy in my awareness of the needs of others.  There 
has been a call to do more for others. 
 

Remember that I am here to be of service to you.  Call me (417-576-1313). I am eager to 
bring Eucharist to those who can’t get to Mass.  If you are ill, let me know if there is any-
thing you need.  I will walk with you if you need someone.  We are here for each other.  
We are community.  You are important to SEAS. 
 

I pray that the rest of Lent and the coming Easter Season is one of JOY.  May our prayers 
continue to be an ALLELUIA for each other. 
       
      Your friend and community member, 
       Sister Bernadette 
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MORE JOY . . . From Sr. Bernadette 

Prayer of Joyful Surrender  (by Matthew Kelly) 
 

Lord, Here I am. 
I trust that you have an incredible plan for me. 
Today I surrender my whole being to your care. 

I surrender my life, my plans, and my very self to you. 
 I make myself 100 percent available to you today. 

Transform me.  Transform my life. 
Everything is on the table. 

Take what you want to take and give what you want to give. 
Transform me into the person you want me to be,  

 so I can live the life you envisioned for me  
at the beginning of time. 

I hold nothing back. 
I am 100 percent available. 

Lead me, challenge me, encourage me,  
 and open my eyes to all your amazing possibilities.                                      
Show me what you want me to do, and I will do it. 

Amen. 
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SEAS SCHOOL NEWS in PHOTOS  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE  
SEAS SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO WERE 

PRESENTED WITH 
THE ST. JOSEPH AWARD  

FOR FEBRUARY 

Catholic Schools Week 
Sign from Teachers 

4th Grade during CSW 

5th Grade celebrating 
Home & School     
Super Squares event 

Catholic Schools 
Week comes to an 
end 

8th graders play 
shower games for 
Lifehouse donations 

Suzanne Cronkite 
& Sr. Cecilia Ann 
prize patrol during 

CSW 

SEAS SCHOOL STUDENTS CELEBRATE 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
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SEAS School News in Photos (continued) 

SEAS student’s “Snow Day” 
study spot 

Students add their 
Lenten sacrifices/
works of Mercy to 
the Cross of Mercy 

Pre-K  
students 
prayerfully 
surround  
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

First Graders enjoy 
lunch together after the 
two-week “snow break” 

“Fossil Digging” in 4th Grade 

Owl Pellet Dissection 
in 5th Grade 

6th Grade Snack Madness 



18 

   WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS . . . 

   WE OFFER CONDOLENCES . . .   

Jonathan Bell 
Gerald & Lauren Diskin 
Brian & Timara Kennon 

Dianna Schuman 
Amber Sims 
Carl Stoltze 
Brian Stowe 

Carmen Strecker 

our hearts to out to . . . 

Denise Dumars 
at the death of her  

Brother-in-law 
Mike Campbell 

Sr. Cecilia Ann Rezac 
at the death of her father 

Lawrence Rezac 

No Baptisms  
were performed 

 during Lent 

 

Marilou Reed 
at the death of her mother 

Imogene Kettell 

Dorothy Winterberg 
at the death of her brother 

Thomas Peters 

Larry Eftink 
at the death of his brother 

Msgr. Edward Eftink 

Sharon Bankson 
at the death of her brother 

Rick Gallagher 

Steve Rutkowski 
at the death of his wife 
Charlene Rutkowski 

Dave Hoy 
Dan & Steve Hoy & Katie Barth 

at the death of their  
wife/mother 

Judy Joyce-Hoy 

Former  
Parishioner, 

Gary Naab at 
the death of his 

wife, Donna 
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EXPENSES 

Salaries & Payroll Taxes 

Retirement 

Medical/Dental Insurance 

Babysitting 

Special Multi-Peril Ins. Premium 

Catholic Cemeteries 

Bank Chgs. & Misc. Fees 

Office 

Maintenance & Repairs 

Janitorial/Maintenance Supplies 

Altar, Sanctuary, Choir Supplies 

Telephone 

Utilities 

Household Expenses 

Other—Miscellaneous 

Financial Assistance to Needy 

Religious Education 

Youth Programs 

Parish Special Programs 

Support of Catholic Schools 

Assessment 

Priests’ Mutual Benefit Society 

Special Collections Forwarded 

Furniture, Fixtures, New Equip. 

TOTAL BILLS PAID 

  Financials for February, 2021 . . . 

 Finance Committee 
Donna Powers  Dan Hoy      Michael Hoppman         
               David Straus         Gary Gift 

INCOME 

Envelopes 

Plate Collections 

Equip/Maint. Contingency Fund 

Education 

Church Property Rental 

Designated Gifts 

Other income 

Other Special Collections 

Total Income 

Cash Available January 31 

TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE 

 

$     62,345 

$          486 

$       1,968  

$       3,511  

$       7,735 

$     26,968 

$     10,822  

$       7,124  

$   120,959 

$     62,967 

$   183,926 

 

         

$    25,916 

$         818 

$      4,829 

$         236 

$      4,500 

$           83 

$      1,112 

$      4,941 

$      9,122 

$      2,650 

$         417 

$             0 

$      7,601 

$      1,569 

$             0  

$      5,807 

$         856 

$      1,706 

$         130 

$    50,437 

$         412 

$      2,474 

$      3,044 

$      9,387 

$  138,047 

 

Bank Balance at January 31 

February Income 

Cash Available 

 
Expenses Paid 
 
Bank Balance at February 28 

  

$     24,794 

$     11,372 

$     36,166 

 
$       9,387 

$     26,779 
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Deadline for the  
May Newsletter 

Monday 
APRIL 19 

 

Pastor    Reverend Thomas Reidy  treidy@seaschurch.org 
 

Associate Pastor  Reverend Colby Elbert  celbert@seaschurch.org 
 

Religious Ed Director  Denise Dumars    ddumars@seaschurch.org 
 

Religious Ed Assistant  Karen Tippie    ktippie@seaschurch.org 
 

Youth Minister  Ellen Chindlund   youth@seaschurch.org 
 

RCIA    Tom and Pat Brewer   brewer.t@att.net 
 

Music Director   Melinda Arnold   marnold@seaschurch.org 
 

Pastoral Minister  Sr. Bernadette Goessling, SSND           bernadettegoessling@yahoo.com 
 

Finance/Office Manager Heather Hayes    hhayes@seaschurch.org 
 

Bulletin/Newsletter  Diane Schulty    dianes@seaschurch.org 
 

Stephen Ministry  Dale Buechler    618-971-7183 or 887-0170 

 

Facility Manager  Kelly Hayes    khayes@seaschurch.org 
 

Parish Custodian  Morgan Trokey    
 

School Custodian  Eugene Varnes 
 

SEAS School Principal  JoAnne Bailes    jbailes@scspk12.org 
 

School Administrative   Lauren Cayer    lcayer@scspk12.org 
Assistant           
    

First Communion 
Saturday, 

April 24  
AND 

May 1 
4:30 pm Masses 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

SATURDAY 

April 3 

11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
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