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Welcome to St. Brendan the Navigator Catholic Church.

One of the most important parts of the Universal Church is the parish.
The reason is because the parish impacts people's lives. It is in this
setting that personal faith finds community support. Here, together we
receive the Body and Blood of Christ and listen to the Word of God
proclaimed. Here, sins are forgiven in Reconciliation. Here, in the
company of others, life's most significant passages take on eternal
dimension: the birth of a child in Baptism, the beginnings of adulthood
in Confirmation, the love of a man and a woman in Marriage, the
passing of a loved one in Christian Burial.

The parish is a living, breathing entity because in it God interacts with
His people. It is a mystery because people themselves are transformed
into what they would not otherwise be: Christ's Mystical Body—His
hands and feet, His eyes and mouth, His ambassadors to this time and
place.

A parish is also a family and like any family, functions most efficiently
when all its members involve themselves in its life. I encourage you to
consider joining one of the many ministries.

We welcome you to our parish!

Yours in Christ:

Fr. Tom
Reverend Thomas G. Barrett
Pastor

Welcome to St. Brendan the Navigator Catholic Church

Parish Staff
(386)441-1505

Pastor
Father Thomas Barrett
tbarrett@stbrendanchurchormond.org

Assisting
Father James Queen

Director of Music
Janice Leach-Davila Ext. 305

Evangelization & Formation
Valeta Orlando Ext. 307
vorlando@stbrendanchurchormond.org

Business Manager
Debra Ross Ext. 302

Administrative Assistant
Terri Rinko

St. Brendan the Navigator Catholic
School was founded in 1964 by the

Sisters of St. Dominic of Blauvelt, NY, and
celebrates over 55 years of educational
excellence in the Ormond Beach, Florida
community. We are a Pre-Kindergarten
through eighth grade Catholic elementary
school that is part of the Diocese of
Orlando. We are blessed to be providing
Catholic education for over 235 students.

Our mission is…
St. Brendan the Navigator Roman
Catholic School provides quality Pre-K to
8 education that is rooted in Gospel
values, devotion to Mary, and an active
sacramental life. We stress academic
excellence, as well as cultural, athletic,
and social development. Through the

alliance of home and school, we develop
socially responsible students who have
self-discipline and respect for all human
life for…

“Molded in God’s Image,
We Strive for Excellence.”

(386) 441-1331
www.StBrendanOrmond.org

Principal
Philip Gorrasi

Administrative Assistant
Marilyn Stack

St. Brendan Catholic School



St. Brendan Outreach Ministry

There are several opportunities for St. Brendan
parishioners to make a significant difference in the
lives of the less fortunate in our community.

St. Brendan Outreach Ministry

Our Outreach Ministry runs a Food Pantry every
Saturday morning. In addition, special food drives are
conducted at Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.
There is a permanent wagon in the church narthex for
donations of non-perishable food.

The Outreach Ministry is funded through the
parish poor boxes, special baskets set up at the
holidays and designated donations made online or
through the special envelopes. Monetary donations fill
the gaps in food donations and also provide
assistance for rent, utilities, and transportation.
Hundreds of people are served every month through
this ministry.

Christmas Toy Collection ★

Every Christmas, St. Brendan the Navigator partners
with Project Share to fulfill the Christmas wish-lists of
children living in the farm-worker community in
Pierson. The stars on our special trees contain the
wishes of an individual child. Parishioners can choose
which star they want to pick. At Christmas, 2019, St.
Brendan parishioners picked 800 stars. Six hundred
bags of toys (along with dozens of bicycles) were
delivered to Pierson and 200 bags were distributed
locally through Family Renew Community.

Family Renew Community, Inc.

Family Renew Community is a faith-based
organization that provides a safe, stable home for
homeless families with children in Volusia County. It
equips them with the tools they need to be self-
sufficient. St. Brendan was a member of the coalition
that founded Family Renew in 1989 and continues to
support them in a variety of ways.

The Secret Attic, located at 32 N. Ocean
Shore Boulevard. in Ormond Beach is a Thrift Shop
which accepts donations of clothes, furniture,
household items, etc. Some donations furnish the
Renew apartments and the profits go into the Family
Renew operating budget. Volunteers are also needed
to staff the store.

More information is available at
familyrenew.org.

Parish Ministries

There are a variety of ways for you to become
involved, make new friends, and serve God’s people.
Any one of the people listed below would love to hear
from you! Additionally, we have aMinistry Fair
each winter where representatives from all parish
ministries are together in one place. The Parish Office
will provide you with the contact information of the
Ministry Head if you are interested or would like
more information.

Liturgical Ministries
These ministries assist the community in
its worship. They require some training
and ongoing commitment:

Altar Servers
Ministers of Holy Communion
Ministers of Hospitality/Ushers
Music & Choir
Readers of the Word
Sacristan

Pastoral Ministries
These ministries of care build up and
support parish life:

Ministry to the Sick
Council of Catholic Women
Religious Articles Store
Welcome Ministry
Altar Guild
Intercessory Prayer Team
St. Brendan Catholic School

Parent Teacher Organization
Parish Office volunteers

Knights of Columbus
Father Eamonn Gill Council 13018

As part of the largest Catholic fraternal
organization of the world Council

13018 performs various social services
for a parish raises money for our
favorite charities and organizes family
activities for our members. All
catholic men over 18 are invited to
join.

Outreach Ministries
These ministries serve those in need:

Food Pantry
Meals on Wheels
Family Renew
Christmas Toy Stars
Prison Ministry

Catechetical Ministries
These ministries help parishioners (both
adults and chldren) increase in knowledge
and faith:

Bible Study
Faith Formation
Sacramental Preparation
Becoming Catholic (RCIA)
School Office
REACH
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Mark Your Calendar

Pancake Breakfast
The Knights of Columbus host a
Pancake Breakfast on the first
Sunday of every month after all
the Masses September–June.

Fish Fry
The St. Brendan Catholic School
PTO sponsors a gigantic Fish Fry
on the Friday before Palm Sunday.

Blessing of Pets
Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis
by having your pet blessed the first
Saturday in October. Non-
Catholic pets welcome.

and on dates to be announced…
Parish Picnic
Trunk or Treat for children
Italian Gala Dinner Dance
GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE!

For More Information

Our Parish Web Page
www.StBrendanChurchOrmond.org

is the place to go for the most current parish
information. During a hurricane (or pandemic),
Mass cancellations will be posted (as long as there
is electricity). On the parish web page, you can

• Download a weekly bulletin

• View the Parish Event Calendar

• Make (or sign up for) an online donation

• Download an information packet for an infant
baptism

• Find class calendars for Faith Formation and
Sacramental Preparation

• Find the most up-to-date contact information for
Ministry Leaders.

and much more.

The Parish Office
The Parish Office is normally open Monday
through Friday from 9:00am-3:30pm. It closes at
noon on Fridays during the summer and on some
holidays.

The Office accepts food and other donations
when the church is closed. It provides yearly tax
statements upon request, and handles all Mass
Intentions.

Call the Parish Office if you know someone
unable to come to church who would like to
receive Holy Communion.

The Weekly Bulletin
In addition to being distributed in church, the
bulletin can be downloaded from the parish
webpage. You can have the bulletin delivered to
your Inbox by signing up at parishesonline.com.

Online Giving

Our parish could not function
without the generosity of its people.
You will be given the option to
receive paper envelopes when you
register. Another good way to
contribute to the support of the
parish is online through FaithDirect.

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make
contributions through either direct debit from a
checking/savings account or through a credit/debit
card. No more writing checks or searching for
envelopes on the way out the door.You can apply the
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings

in much the same way as you may
now use it to make your mortgage,
car or tuition payments.

It is also possible to make one-
time donations to a designated
recipient such as our Outreach
Ministry, the Parish School, or one
of the special collections that are
taken up throughout the year.

Faith Direct also offers you
personalized offertory cards to replace your
envelopes for the collection basket.

You can enroll securely online by visiting
faith.direct/FL1010 or click on the logo on the home
page of our parish web page
www.StBrendanChurchOrmond.org..

The windows in St. Brendan Church are
constructed in the traditional leaded glass

manner. They are made of Blenko handcrafted
antique glass. Blenko has a world renowned
reputation for its beauty. The irregularities in the
small size sheets of glass which result from the
manufacturing process give highlights of color and
also cause prism like refractions of the light which
comes through the glass making the windows
brilliant and alive.

The large window to the left as
you face the altar is of the patron
of the church, St. Brendan the
Navigator. Brendan is shown in
a monk’s habit symbolizing his
missionary journeys and his
evangelizing activities. In his left
hand is a loadstone contraption,
an early compass, which
indicates that he has been given
his title, the Navigator, because
of his famous ocean voyage
across the North Atlantic in a
leather boat to discover the New
World, making landfall in
Newfoundland. The bird over
Brendan's head, according to the
legend, brought him fruit from a
strange island, which he and his
companions took as an
invitation to land on the island
and spend some time with the
native inhabitants. At his left is a
reproduction of the leather boat,
which Brendan made out of
hides and leather thongs. At his
right is the friendly whale
Jasconius who followed the boat
for some time.

The Nimbus behind St. Brendan, which is worked
into the lead design, as well as the introduction of
green glass, is a symbol of divine intervention. The
horizontal lines in the background express
geometrically the space time continuum. The
“Bulge” indicates that there is an influence from
another dimension affecting the representation.
This Nimbus is in all the windows and serves to
unite the various subjects with the one theme of
God's intervention in our universe.

The next window is a Last Supper portrayal with
Jesus standing in the middle of the Apostles who
were gathered around the table. Judas is on the left
looking away from the Eucharistic action. The
others are looking out at us to include us in the one

Eucharist.

The large window to the right of the sanctuary is a
scene depicting Jesus' Baptism by St. John the
Baptist. The Hand of the Father appears at the
upper left and the dove representing the Holy Spirit
is at the right.

The Baptism was an "epiphany" of the Trinity and is
so celebrated as part of the Epiphany celebration

just after Christmas. The
Nimbus and the background is
again indicating that Eternity is
breaking into Time.

The window in the Chapel,
which is dedicated to our Lady,
represents Mary as our Lady of
the Incarnation. At her feet is
the Archangel Gabriel who has
been, by biblical tradition and
by the Fathers of the church,
acclaimed as the Angel of the
Incarnation to whom was
entrusted the details of Divine
Providence, which surrounded
the conception, and birth of
Jesus Who is God Incarnate.
Mary stands above simply
clothed holding the infant Jesus
whose arms are outstretched to
embrace his new home, our
Earth. Above them is the Dove
symbolizing the Spirit’s will to
sanctify his creation by the
effects of the Incarnation.

As you turn to leave the church,
above you in the clerestory, is
the monogram showing the
Alpha and Omega, the first and

the last letters of the Greek alphabet used since
earliest Christian times to symbolize that Christ is
the beginning and the end of all creation, reminding
us as we leave the church that our daily lives must
reflect this conviction of our faith, that Christ must
be all in all. The pink and blue glass of this window
has an almost ultraviolet intensity, which suggests
Christ's numinous presence with us always.

There are four other windows. Two are in the north
foyer. One depicts the Papal coat of arms and
indicates that the parish of St. Brendan is aware of
the union between the local church and the Holy
See. The other is of the Lamb seated on the book
sealed with seven seals, a figure out of the Book of
Revelation. This Lamb reminds us that the future is

The Story of Our Windows



the concern of Christ. As we are one with Him, it is
our concern also and our responsibility. What we
do matters, and in the larger context, our actions
are the actions of Christ when they contribute to
the coming of His Kingdom.

There is a window in the Pastor's office. It is an
illustration of the Psalm text: "Let my prayer rise
like incense, O Lord." This is to remind the pastor
that all the efforts on behalf of his flock are a prayer

for his flock pleasing in the sight of God.

There is also a window in the Religious Articles
Store. This is a picture of St. Joseph and the child
Jesus, reminding us of the dignity of work. It may
serve to remind us also of those who worked on the
construction of St. Brendan Church. We will always
keep them and their intentions in our prayers.

Growing in Faith
Contact Valeta Orlando in the Parish Office (386) 441-1505 x-301
vorlando@stbrendanchurchormond.org for more information on the
ministries below:

Children’s Faith Formation
Classes for children in grades K-8, who are not enrolled in St. Brendan
Catholic School meet Sundays 10:45-11:45am September thru April. We
accept new students at any time.

Baptism of Children
The Sacrament of Baptism for children ages 7 and younger is celebrated after
the 11:00amMass on Sunday or 4:00pmMass on Saturday. Information on
scheduling a baptism can be found on the parish web page under the
“Sacraments” tab. Only a parent or legal guardian can make a request for a
child’s baptism.

Becoming Catholic
We are always delighted when someone expresses an interest in becoming
Catholic. The process is different for everyone. Should you choose to inquire,
there will never be any pressure on you to commit.

First Communion
Students in the parish school and other schools who have reached the second
grade prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist together.
Classes are on Sunday mornings. Children must have been baptized in the
Roman Catholic Church (unless their parents became Catholic after their
birth).

Adults Needing Initiation Sacraments
Many adults were baptized Catholic as children but never made it to First
Communion and/or Confirmation. Everyone is different, so contact us and
we can develop a plan.

Contact the Parish Office for
more information on the
ministries below:

Bible Study
The Deacons conduct a Bible Study
on Mondays after the 8:30amMass.
The topics change yearly and there
are no meetings during the summer.

Marriage
Arrangements need to be made at
least six months in advance.

Anointing of the Sick

Funerals
Normally it is the Funeral Home that
contacts the parish to schedule a
funeral at St. Brendan.

Religious Articles Store
The Store is located off the Narthex. It
is open after all Masses on the
weekend. Votive candles may be
purchased in the Store.

St. Brendan Parish was formed from Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish, Daytona Beach,
with very humble beginnings. In February

of 1960, Msgr. Irvine Nugent, Pastor of Our
Lady of Lourdes, asked Mr. Matt Queenan of
Ormond Beach to find a suitable place for
Sunday Mass on the North Peninsula. Within a
week, the Ormond-by-the-Sea Beach Club,
owned by Mr. and Mrs. William Kinsella, was
offered for church use until a new church could
be erected. This building, which still exists,
though now converted into a private home,
housed all early religious and social functions for
the new parish. From February, 1960 until June,
1961, two Sunday Masses were offered weekly in
this “mission” (except for a short period when
Mass was offered in the basement of the North
Peninsula Zoning Board because of severe
damage to the Beach Club by Hurricane Donna).

On January 15, 1961, groundbreaking
ceremonies for the original church took place
with the late Msgr. Mullally, Pastor of St. Paul
Parish, Daytona Beach presiding. On March 6,
1961, St. Brendan Parish was canonically
established by the late Joseph P. Hurley,
Archbishop of St. Augustine, and its boundaries
determined. The parish consists of that area
bordered by East Granada Boulevard on the
south and the Volusia County line on the north
between the Atlantic Ocean and the Halifax
River. The first Mass was offered in the church
on June 18, 1961, and the official dedication and
blessing took place on Sunday, October 15,
1961, with Archbishop Hurley presiding.

Msgr. Nugent was appointed to administer the
parish, together with Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, until November 1961, when the late
Father Neil A. Sager was appointed the first
permanent Pastor of St. Brendan. Father Sager
spearheaded the drive to build the school,
convent, and rectory. The school was completed
in 1964 and was staffed by Dominican Sisters
until 1976. The present rectory at 136 Banyan
Drive was completed in late 1964.

In 1968, the Diocese of St. Augustine was
divided, and St. Brendan became part of the new
Diocese of Orlando under Bishop William
Borders.

In 1975, Father Michael Flynn was
appointed pastor of St. Brendan. Under Father
Flynn's guidance, St. Brendan completed its
building program with the dedication of the
Social Hall and the conversion of the Convent to
a Media Center in 1975. In 1979, fire destroyed
the Media Center and a new a Parish Center was
dedicated in 1980. In 1983, Father Flynn,
preparing for the future, announced plans to
build a new church. In 1984, the foundation
stone was laid.

Father Michael Flynn died 1988. Bishop Norbert
Dorsey assigned Father Anthony Silvestri,
O.S.F.S. as the new Pastor.

Father Silvestri began a major renovation plan,
known as Visions 2000, in 1992. This plan
encompassed the total and complete renovation
of St. Brendan School classrooms. In addition, a
Library, Media Center, and Computer Lab were
constructed, as well as a state-of-the-art Science
Center. The Parish Center was refurbished
providing space for Pre-Kindergarten,
Kindergarten, Art, and Math classrooms, as well
as two Conference Rooms, a Banquet Room and
kitchen facilities to accommodate seating of
approximately 100 people. Along with the
school’s renovation, a Parish/School
Administrative Building was constructed.

Father John J. Ryan served as Pastor from 1995
until his retirement in 2011. During his tenure at
St. Brendan, Father Ryan undertook the
renovation of the rectory, the refurbishing of the
church, and made the parish more aware of our
call to stewardship.

Our present Pastor, Father Tom Barrett was
appointed by Bishop John Noonan in 2011.
Father Tom has undertaken several renovations
and structural improvements throughout the
parish. He oversaw the renovations of the
rectory, as well as replaced several roofs and A/C
systems on the property. Father Tom also
initiated an Outreach Ministry which operates a
food pantry and assists people in need by aiding
with finding shelter and various bills. Under
Father Tom, St. Brendan began a partnership
with Family Renew to provide housing for
families with children. Currently, St. Brendan is
a thriving parish welcoming all those who enter
our doors to worship and serve our Lord.

A Brief History of St. Brendan the Navigator Parish



The Prayer of St. Brendan the Navigator

Help me to journey beyond the familiar
and into the unknown.
Give me the faith to leave old ways
and break fresh ground with You.

Christ of the mysteries, I trust You
to be stronger than each storm within me.
I will trust in the darkness and know
that my times, even now, are in Your hand.
Tune my spirit to the music of heaven,
and somehow, make my obedience count for You.
Amen

Saturday Vigil 4:00PM

Sunday 8:00AM
9:30AM
11:00AM

Monday-Saturday 8:30AM

The Holy Rosary
Monday–Saturday
after the 8:30AM Mass

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Fridays 9:00AM until 12NOON

Confessions Saturday at 9:00AM

Mass & Prayer Times

Printed courtesy of VIP Printing

St. Brendan is an early Irish monastic saint and one of the Twelve Apostles of
Ireland. Scholars are unsure, but Saint Brendan may have been born in Tralee,
County Kerry Ireland in AD 484. Saint Ita played a role in his education, and
Bishop Erc ordained him. He also became a monk at Clonfert. That is all we know
for sure.

A legendary book entitled Navigation had him searching for the “Isles of the
Blessed” going even so far as the Canary Islands and America. At most, it is
believed, he may have traveled to Scotland andWales.

His Feast Day is May 16.
More information can be found on wikipedia.org.


