
 

Something to Share 
 

November 16, 2017 
 
Dear Siena Team Members, 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you.  I deeply appreciate the welcome so many of 
you have given me during my initial days as President.   Thank you for the 
enthusiasm and passion I have observed as I have visited our schools, attended 
parish meetings and activities and represented Siena Catholic Schools in our 
community.   Many thanks to the parishioners and donors who are generously 
supporting Siena Catholic Schools of Racine with their gifts of time, talent and 
treasure.  You are truly making a difference in the lives of over 1,650 young 
people in our community! 
 
I am inspired and excited by the many things I have observed in these first few 
weeks.  Let me share just a few: 

• Our enrollment for the 2017/18 school year is up from last year at a time 
when other systems are facing declining enrollment due to demographics.   
I see parents choosing to send their children to Catholic schools because of 
the difference they recognize in our work…a difference found in a faith 
based education rooted in 150 years of Racine Catholic education. 

• The staff of our schools and system demonstrates a deep commitment to 
the work we are doing.  I see our principals and faculty demonstrating a 
concern for the education of each child and family in our system.  I see 
volunteers in the schools, on our board and committees; donating 
thousands of hours to an education you can have faith in! 

• The Faith in Our Future Trust has awarded us a grant of $125,000 to fund 
our start-up operations and extended a second “challenge grant” of 
$125,000 if we can find matching grants and donors.   

• As we have recruited for our Director of Schools and Director of Business 
positions, many outstanding candidates applied to join our effort.  The 
interest in joining our work is an affirmation that others are excited about 
the future vision of Catholic education in Racine. 

 
I am pleased to share that our recruitment efforts to date have resulted in the hire 
of our new Director of Business, Steve Schroeder.  Steve has the skills, experience 
and passion that will help him be successful in this critical position.  His 
background includes leadership in business development initiatives, 
implementation of business process improvements, risk management, project 
management, and in-depth analysis and budget management.  He also has a depth 
of experience as a director of information technology and quality assurance.   
Steve currently teaches Accounting Information Systems and IT Security courses 
at UW-Parkside in the College of Business Economics and Computers.   



 
 
As Steve becomes part of our administrative team, we will work closely with the 
Board of Directors to implement the vision created for Siena Catholic Schools 
with input from a wide range of community members.   
 
Our vision for the future: 
 

The Siena Catholic School System of Racine will affect positive change in the 
community by graduating life-long learners, grounded in strong Gospel 

values, who are prepared for higher education and to meet the challenges 
of a rapidly-changing world with compassion and hope. 

 
This is a very rich vision.   

• It is a broad vision…affecting positive change across our community. 
• It is focused on our children…graduating life-long learners. 
• It is a Catholic vision…grounded in Gospel values. 
• It is adaptable…able to meet the challenges of a rapidly-changing world. 
• And foremost it is a vision filled with compassion and hope. 

 
In the weeks and months ahead, I pledge to work with all of you on this vision.   
 
Look for these periodic updates and send me a note if there are topics you would 
like me to address.  Your feedback and suggestions are very important to me as 
we collaborate to realize this vision.   
 
Best regards. 
 

Brenda 

 

Brenda White 
President 
Siena Catholic Schools of Racine 
 
SPECIAL INVITATION: 
 
Please join us for an opportunity to learn more about our patron saint, Catherine 
of Siena, on Monday, November 27, 2017, from 10:00 – 11:15 or 6:30 -7:45, at the 
Siena Center.   This event features a live portrayal of St. Catherine by Nancy 
Murray, OP.   Cost:  Free will offering.  Register here: 
 
http://sienaretreatcenter.org/events/st-catherine-siena-standing-truth-her-
times-becoming-mystics-and-prophets-series 
 
“If you are who you should be, you will set the whole world ablaze.”  

 - St. Catherine of Siena 

http://sienaretreatcenter.org/events/st-catherine-siena-standing-truth-her-times-becoming-mystics-and-prophets-series
http://sienaretreatcenter.org/events/st-catherine-siena-standing-truth-her-times-becoming-mystics-and-prophets-series

