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Our Parish has experienced several unexpected changes in the past four years that have 
required strategic adjustments to its operation. First came the departure of the Augustinians 
who founded, built and operated this parish for over 95 years.  We became a true parish 
church of the Milwaukee Archdiocese without the buffer the Augustinians had provided all 
those years. 

Next came the Covid virus epidemic with its concerns, restrictions, and introduction of 
“virtual“ methods of attending mass and the sacraments, all of which have led to what is 
currently an average drop of 37% in weekly mass attendance over 2019.   

With all this in mind, the Parish Pastoral Council determined that a parish census was needed 
to determine a current assessment of the make-up of the parish. Over 600 census letters were 
sent out to households then listed on the parish rolls as active.  420 forms were returned.  Of 
those not returned, 3 attempts were made to contact the family.   

The results of the census need to be seen as a moment in time in the life of our parish.  The 
parish is a dynamic entity almost constantly in flux with deaths, births, baptisms, families 
joining and leaving and the like.  So, any interpretation of these numbers must take into 
account several variables, like those just mentioned, as well as others, such as the fact that 
while we had 1,087 people accounted for, only 1,060 of them reported their age.  We also 
have an estimated 70 additional people who didn’t respond to the census in any fashion but 
still are known to participate in parish activities and some even donate periodically.  

Yet, after some sifting and application of practical sense, we have a data base from which we 
can now extrapolate and make plans for the parish. 

Here are the details as of our latest interpretations and adjustments:  

 Of the 1,060 respondents reporting age data 
 60+ (not married) -------- 103 
 60+ (married) -------------- 392 
 35-59 (not married) ------ 46 
 35-59 (married) ----------- 236 
 20-35 (not married) ------ 34 
 20-35 (married) ----------- 10 
 19 years old ---------------- 15 
 0-18 years old -------------- 206 
 Adult child living with parent(s) ----- 18  (range 22-58 years old) 

 Our largest populations are 



 60+ (married) -------------- 392 
 35-59 (married) ----------- 236 
 0-19 years old -------------- 221 
 60+ (not married) -------- 103 

 Our Average age is 52 and our median age (middle) is 58 years old. 
 We are unable to pinpoint the exact number of Households/Families because the 

questionnaire didn’t sufficiently call out information to definitively record the household 
information.  As a result, the number of Households/Families needs to be reported in a 
range.  Our interpretations range from 472 to 512 households. The biggest disparity 
comes from the double reporting of adult parishioners living with other adult family 
members of a different generation, as well as those living in assisted living or other such 
arrangements.  If we base our finding on simple examination of our reported married & 
unmarried situations, we can conclude that we have 502 households/families. 

 Of these households having children, we have  
 Families with children 0-10 years of age ------- 66 
 Families With children 11-18 years of age ----- 82 
 Teenagers 13-19 years of age --------------------- 106 

 How about financial support of the parish? 
 348 families contribute regularly via envelope or ACH.  Assuming 502, that’s 69% 

who contribute in this manner. 
 Some families give once annually or contribute periodically with cash in the 

collection. 

There is not a previous census on record, so we are not able to make historic comparisons.  
This will not be the last census either.  The PPC plans to repeat the census every 3-5 years, 
depending on obvious shifts in attendance, use of the sacraments, or other changes to parish 
activity or life, as part of its on-going long-term planning. 

So, now that we have all this useful information what do we do with it? The PPC is formulating 
a series of focus group surveys in the next year, based on these findings, to gather input from 
participants to use in the development of a 3-year strategic plan for the parish. Your 
participation will be key to any success. 

Please share your thoughts, questions… with any Pastoral Council Member. 

 

Respectfully submitted for the St Rita Parish Pastoral Council 
 
 
William P. Greinke 
Chair 


