In Those Days
The Church of Southeastern Wisconsin has a long
rich history of reaching out to those in need. We
established the first orphanages to care for the
children left behind after devastating illnesses, farm
accidents, shipwrecks and fires took their parents.
Our hospitals were among the first to treat those
who caught dreaded frontier diseases like cholera
and diphtheria. Later our parish sodalities, societies
and guilds provided financial and emotional support
to the sick and the dying and to widows who were
left to fend for young children. These same groups
would lend a helping hand during the Great Depression. Eventually parish based human concerns
committees took up the mantel once worn by these
groups.
St. Boniface’s Human Concerns Committee at only
thirty years old is “new” to the scene. The timeline
that follows outlines a brief but busy span of time in
the 175 years of our existence.
1990 The first thank notes for participating in a
Christmas Giving Tree begin to appear in
the bulletin.
1991 The bulletin notes that parish is participating
in the Falls area (F.A.C.T.) food pantry and the
Share Food Program.
1992 The Parish Food Pantry started in the basement
of the rectory, moved to the basement of the
church and moved to present facility 1998.
1992 Pews for handicapped announced in May
1992 Christmas Giving Tree began with a few names
from Washington County. Now each Christmas
we give gifts and extra food to our Food
Pantry Clients. Gifts are also collected for
area nursing homes for a few years.
1994 “The Living Tree” was introduced as a way to
organize and provide lawn mowing, snow
shoveling, leaf raking and rides to church.
1994 April 17 – First mention of Coffee and Donuts
Sunday
1995 Christmas and Easter flower delivery to the
homebound introduced
1995 Bereavement services each November
introduced
1996 Communion Services at nursing homes
organized.

1996 Welcoming of new members introduced.
1996 Senior Summer Picnic for the elderly members
of our parish.
1998 St. Vincent de Paul Society conducts meetings
to organize a conference for southern
Washington County.
1999 Ghana Project for Sacred Heart Mission begins
Trips to Sacred Heart Mission in Ghana have
taken place in 1991, 2004, 2007
2005 Roberts Custard begins providing meals or
contents of meals to Food Pantry Clients for
Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter.
2005-2008 Participation in the annual October
crop walks that raised money for Washington
County food pantries
2005-2008 Financial assistance and walks to support
Interfaith Caregivers of Washington County
2006-2008 House Blessing Kits containing Holy Water
and a prayer to bless a house, are given out for
Epiphany
2006- 2014 Repairers of the Breach Homeless Shelter
(Sr. MacCanon Brown) - clothing drives, monthly
meal program, January Undie Sunday
2007-2011 St. Vincent Mission -David, Kentucky.
At first, a group of young people, later, a group
of adults do home repairs in the Appalachian
mountain communities near David.
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2009 Enchantment in the Park. A method for
collecting food for Washington County
Food Pantries
2011 Family Promise St. Boniface hosts up to 14
homeless people nightly each year for a week
in June. They spend the daytime hours at the
Family Promise facility where they receive
assistance finding permanent shelter.
Parishioners provide food and spend each
night with the families.
2011 St. Boniface School ‘adopted’ Flavia, a 7 year
old orphan in Mukono, Uganda through the
Catholic charity CARITAS For Children. Funds
raised by the school students support Flavia’s
education. She is excelling at Stella Maris
Boarding School! Students continue to connect
with Flavia through cards, letters, and even
Skype

 Have several decades of listening to the
Sunday readings in our own language made us
aware that reaching out to those in need is not
an extra but an essential element of the Christian
life?
 What effect did the 1996 changes in the
welfare system have on families? How did that
affect parish and St. Vincent de Paul ministries?
 Has the ability to see the needs of others daily
even hourly with modern technology dulled or
deepened our response to the plight of others?
 Who among our children and grandchildren
will pick-up where we have left off and why will
they minister to the needy?
 How have parish based human concerns
ministries fit into the church’s broader social
justice ministry?
Meanwhile we continue to reach out. For,
“whatsoever you do to the least, you do to me.”
Fr. Mike
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2015 MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary (new
building) - clothing drives, monthly meal
program, January Undie Sunday
Future church historians and sociologists will have
a field day answering questions that it would be
premature for us to answer.
 What effect did the discussions that were
fodder for the 1987 Archdiocesan synod, the US
bishops pastoral letters “Economic Justice for
All (1986)” and “The Challenge of Peace (1983)”
having on raising awareness of human needs in
our day?
 What was unique about the Catholic formation, parental example and formative
experiences of the pastor, deacon and laity
who established the parish’s human concerns
ministries?

For all installments of “In Those Days…”,
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