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Epiphany:  Where Is the Newborn King? 

 Last year, on this same Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, I preached about the 

question that we heard asked in today’s Gospel, by the Magi from the East when they arrived in 

Jerusalem:  “Where is the newborn King of the Jews?”1 

 Bible commentators have noted that this question is significant, because these are the first 

words spoken by any person in the Gospel of Matthew.2  Therefore, they set a theme for the 

entire Gospel.  Even more, they suggest a foundational question for all of us as disciples of the 

Newborn King.  A foundational—and a recurring—question for us to frequently keep in mind as 

we make our way through every moment of life:  Where is Jesus Christ?  Where is Jesus Christ 

in our world and in my life?  Where is Jesus Christ leading me as I take the next step on the Way 

to His Heavenly Kingdom?3 

+++ 

 This year, I’d like us to take a look at this question once again, but this time to hear it in 

another way.  The Magi saw the “star at its rising,” and set out to find the Newborn King.4  It’s 

thought that it might have taken them two years to travel over 1200 miles.5  When they arrived in 

Jerusalem, perhaps they thought that they would have been some of the late-arrivers.  Surely, 

after two years, all the people would’ve known about and already given homage and respect to 

this Newborn King.  Their lives would already have been changed and there would be signs of 

the King’s impact on them. 
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 So, perhaps they were surprised when they arrived.  Maybe they thought, “Why don’t we 

see any signs of the Newborn King?”  So, they began to ask around.  And, maybe we can hear 

their question being asked with a bit of confusion:  “Where is the Newborn King?  We saw His 

star rising.  We’ve traveled all this way.  We’ve checked our calculations.  We’re sure we’re in 

the right place.” 

 They asked around but, instead of finding an answer, they found that King Herod and the 

people of Jerusalem were troubled.6  And, I suppose, the Magi were perplexed:  How could a 

King be born and no one seemed to know much about it? 

+++ 

 If you’re the type of person who makes New Year’s resolutions, then this is a good time 

to ask yourself this foundational discipleship question once again, and see how it might fit into 

your resolutions.  However, if you’re not one to make New Year’s resolutions, maybe you’d be 

willing to make an “Epiphany” Resolution.  This day with these readings comes around every 

year at the beginning of the New Year.  And—at least once a year—we’re given the opportunity 

to ask this foundational discipleship question once again:  Where is the Newborn King?  Where 

is Jesus Christ?  Where is Jesus Christ in our world and in my life?  Where is Jesus Christ 

leading me as I make my Way to His Heavenly Kingdom? 

 The people of Ancient Jerusalem—we should realize that they were real people, too.  

They were just like us (without smartphones).  Just like us, they had many things filling up their 

lives:  family, friends, work, school, hobbies—the busyness of regular human life in a city.  It 

seems that, perhaps, they were too busy with “regular” life to notice the Newborn King born 

about six miles away in a little town called Bethlehem. 



Green 3  3 January 2021 

 Is it, at times, the same with us?  Are we too busy with “regular” life to take notice of 

Jesus’ Presence?  Do we do things to intentionally stop and regularly take notice of where Jesus 

is and where He is calling us to follow Him? 

 One of those things we can do is what we’re doing right now—so I’m glad that we are all 

together today!  Participating in Mass regularly is a good way to at least once a week (or more) 

place ourselves in the Real Presence of Jesus:  amongst one another as the Body of Christ, 

hearing His Word proclaimed, and receiving His Body and Blood in the Eucharist.7  Jesus is here 

with us in this moment and in this place. 

+++ 

 But, what are some other things that we can do when we leave church?  For one, we have 

so many beautiful traditions and devotions in our faith.  They are means by which the faith is 

brought to life for us; brought to life in our homes; made real for us and passed on to the next 

generations.  Devotions help us to grow in love for God and help people to encounter Jesus.8 

 For example, today, at the beginning of Mass, you all took part in one of the traditions of 

Epiphany:  we blessed our faith home here in this church.  And, when we prayed that prayer, do 

you know what happened?  John 16:23 says:  “Amen, amen, I say to you, whatever you ask the 

Father in my name He will give you.” 

 So, this prayer wasn’t just a nice tradition for the sake of continuing a tradition.  It was 

actually calling upon Jesus to renew this church as a place of Christ’s Light and Love, and as 

those words were prayed, each one of us was personally filled with Christ’s Light and Love. 

 When you arrived at church, you received a little bag with chalk, incense, and an 

“Epiphany House Blessing” to bless your home.  If you’re joining us remotely, then you can find 

a link to this prayer in the YouTube description, or on our parish website on the same webpage 
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with song sheets, prayers, and worship aids for live-streaming Mass.9  Please use this as an 

opportunity to pray for God’s blessing and invite Jesus’ Presence in your home this New Year. 

+++ 

 One summer when I was in seminary, I took part in a summer-long seminarian program 

at Creighton University.  We each had our own dorm room, and when we arrived we each found 

on our desk a bottle of holy water and prayers for blessing our room.  A few days later, during 

one of our conferences, the director of the program said to us:  “Gentlemen, when you arrived in 

your dorm room, each of you found a bottle of holy water and some prayers on your desk.  If you 

haven’t already done so, I encourage you to take a few moments and bless your room when you 

go back there later today.”  And then he added:  “And, if you haven’t already blessed your room, 

please spend some time thinking about why you haven’t done that yet.” 

 Thinking back on that, I honestly don’t remember if I had or had not yet blessed my room 

at that time.  But I always remember when he asked us that question, because I know there have 

been times when I have been slow to notice Jesus’ Presence in my life.  When I’ve been too busy 

with other things, too lazy, and have put off the opportunity to invite Him into my life or a 

situation with a prayer or a blessing. 

 These traditional prayers and devotions we have in our Church—they aren’t traditions for 

the sake of tradition.  They are reminders that Jesus is present and waiting for us to acknowledge 

His Presence, and that we have the opportunity to invite the power of His Holy Spirit into our 

life often. 

 Praying the Epiphany Blessing on your home isn’t a requirement.  But, if you put it off or 

decide not to do it at all, it could be good for you to reflect on why you’re not doing it.  And to 
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discern if there is another way that you can invite the Newborn King into your home and your 

life. 

+++ 

 That question:  Where is the Newborn King?  Where is Jesus in my life?  For the Ancient 

people of Jerusalem, the answer to the question was that He was just six miles away—but they 

hadn’t taken time to notice. 

 For us, the answer is at times very similar.  With the final words of the Gospel of 

Matthew, Jesus promised He would be with us always.10  Let’s often take a few moments to 

notice Him, to call upon Him, and to invite Him fully into our lives.  With a simple prayer.  With 

a blessing upon our home, family, our work, our school. 

 Where is the Newborn King?  He’s not just waiting for you here at church.  He’s waiting 

for you to invite Him into your home, your family and friends, your work, your school, and all 

parts of your life! 
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