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Freedom to Do Good and Bring Church to Others 

 In the Gospel of Mark, before Jesus tells us why He came into our world, He begins by 

showing us.  Last week, this week, and next week, we hear about a series of healings.1  Soon, 

after being questioned about his healing acts Jesus will say:  “Those who are well do not need a 

physician, but the sick do. I did not come to call the righteous but sinners.”2  But, until then, 

Jesus lets His acts of healing reveal His mission. 

 These healings show us that God is with us and close to us, even—and especially—when 

we are suffering.  Furthermore, these physical healings of some people serve as a sign of a more 

radical and universal healing that God has in mind for all people.  This more radical and 

universal healing is His “victory over sin and death.”3  Jesus takes away the sins of the world, 

thus redeeming each of us, and setting us free to live with Him forever in His Heavenly 

Kingdom. 

 That’s, generally, what these healing acts reveal to us.  However, we can learn even more 

from Jesus and those who are cured by looking at the specific circumstances of each healing. 

+++ 

 In today’s healing of Simon’s mother-in-law, we learn from her by what she did once she 

was cured.  Jesus “grasped her hand, and helped her up.  Then the fever left her and she waited 

on them.”4  This shows us that she wasn’t cured just for the sake of being relieved of pain.  As 

Bishop Mueggenborg wrote:  Simon’s mother-in-law “used her gift of healing for the purpose of 
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ministry.  …  Oftentimes, we use our gifts only for our benefit or to do our will, but she used her 

gift to serve Jesus and do His will.”5 

 This is a good example for us of what freedom looks like.  Sometimes we initially think 

of freedom as doing whatever one wants to do.  That’s not what freedom is.  Freedom is taking 

personal responsibility for pursuing the common good, while being “guided by reason and 

virtue.”  License is doing whatever one wants to do without taking responsibility, which destroys 

community, leads to sin, and ultimately restricts one’s freedom.6 

 Jesus didn’t come to give us license; Jesus came to give us freedom.7  When He healed 

Simon’s mother-in-law, she was set free from sickness, and immediately responded by 

demonstrating her freedom to now do good in service of Jesus and others.  Jesus does the same 

for us!  Sometimes with a physical healing.  All the time, when He forgives us, which heals us of 

the sickness that our sins cause, thus setting us free to pursue virtue and do good in service of 

Jesus and others. 

+++ 

 In today’s healing of Simon’s mother-in-law, we learn from Jesus by what He did before 

the cure.  Or, more precisely, by noticing where Jesus went from.  Before He entered the house 

of Simon, Jesus went from the synagogue.8 

 I once heard this quote attributed to Martin Luther King, Jr.:  “Church is not the place 

you come to, it’s the place you go from.”9  Now, in order to go from church, you do have to do 

what?  You do have to come to church—so this quote doesn’t mean coming to church is not 

important.  In fact, it’s essential.  We have to come to church in order to encounter the Lord in a 

real way, be fed, nourished, and like Simon’s mother-in-law, we come to church in order for 

Jesus to grasp our hand and help us up.  And then, like Jesus, we go out from church to extend 
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that helping hand to others; like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are equipped to serve Jesus and 

others. 

+++ 

 About eight years ago, when I was a seminarian serving my internship year at St. Joseph 

in Vancouver, Washington, one of my regular ministries—one of my favorite ministries—was 

making visits to patients at the hospital one day a week.  As I was growing in this ministry, the 

Lord began to reveal an image to me of what I was happening each week. 

 Before telling you about the image, first I’ll say that, now that I’m a priest, almost all of 

my visits to the hospital are when I get called by someone.  [This is also a reminder that if you or 

your loved one is in the hospital or another care facility, or ailing at home, please contact me and 

I’d be happy to come visit and offer Anointing of the Sick.  The best way to reach me is by 

calling the Eastside Pastoral Care phone number, which is on the front of our Bulletin.]  Again, 

as a priest, most of my hospital visits are to people who call me, and are in some way connected 

to the parish. 

 However, in my ministry that year as a seminarian, when I went to the hospital, I would 

receive a list of Catholic patients, and then I’d walk the halls, offering to pray with people and 

giving them Communion.  None of the people I visited had called for me, nor were they 

expecting a minister from the church to come to them.  So, it was a beautiful surprise for them. 

 Eventually, what I started to realize about the people I met was that they were not 

actively coming to the church building at that point in their life.  When they were admitted to the 

hospital, they filled out on the form that they were Catholic, but most of them did not have a 

parish they belonged to or a church they were attending regularly.  As I became more and more 

of this, I started to realize that, as a seminarian ministering at St. Joseph Church, a lot of my time 



Green 4  7 February 2021 

was spent at the church.  And, most of the people that I met and ministered to were people who 

came to the church. 

 But, the hospital was different.  It gave me the opportunity to go to a different group of 

people.  People whom I would not otherwise meet.  And, as I started to become more and more 

aware of that reality, I was even more grateful for this ministry.  And, the image that I talked 

about earlier—the image that the Lord began to share with me was this:  every time I got in the 

car, left the church, and started driving to the hospital, I envisioned that I was carrying the front 

wall of the church with me.  That, for that day, the front wall and doors of St. Joseph Church 

were being temporarily relocated, and the hospital was now inside the church. 

 The people I was going to meet that day weren’t planning on coming to church.  Instead, 

in a spiritual—but very real—sense, I was bringing the church to them.  And, everyone I met in 

that hospital that day got to go to church. 

+++ 

 My friends, this is what it means for church to be the place you go from.  For church to be 

the place that, once you come to it, you then take it with you everywhere you go.  Many of you 

do this as Communion Ministers to the Sick and Homebound.  (If you’re interested in helping 

with this ministry, please get in touch with Karen Hauser from our parish staff.) 

 But, we’re all called to do this, not just those who go to visit the sick.  We all know, 

meet, encounter many people each day.  Some who go to church, some who don’t.  Some who 

have faith, some who don’t.  Some who know Jesus, some who don’t. 

 Whatever our vocation, whatever our ministry, whatever our state in life—we’re all 

called to recognize the freedom that we are given.  We’re all called to recognize the good we are 

equipped to do.  Freedom to do good in service of Jesus and others. 
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 And, wherever we go when we go from here, whomever we meet, we are called to 

recognize that we can bring Mary, Queen of Peace Church—we can bring Jesus—to others by 

the ways that we love and serve them. 
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Also, see John 8:31-36: 

“Jesus then said to those Jews who believed in him, ‘If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, 
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