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Recognizing the Voice of the Lord 

 In the First Reading, we heard the Lord sending the Prophet Ezekiel on his mission with 

the following “pep talk”: 

“The Lord spoke to Ezekiel, ‘I am sending you to…rebels who have rebelled 

against me. … Hard of face and obstinate of heart are they to whom I am sending 

you.’”1 

Who are the rebels that the Lord sent Ezekiel to?  The Israelites.  More specifically, at the time 

of Ezekiel, the Israelites of that generation were in exile in Babylon.  With the Exile itself being 

a fulfillment or manifestation of Israel’s rebellion and turning away from the Lord.  Because, 

well, the Lord always respects our free will.  If we rebel or turn away, He allows us to do that—

even as He hopes and waits for us to return. 

 But, we also know from the First Reading, that this particular generation wasn’t the only 

one to rebel against the Lord.  For the Lord said to Ezekiel, “…their ancestors have revolted 

against me,” as well.2 

 Therefore, Ezekiel’s mission is typical of all the Prophets.  The Lord was always sending 

the Prophets to rebellious people; to people who had turned away from Him.  Going all the way 

back to when Moses led the people out of Egypt.  And, even before that, there were rebellious 

people, such as:  at the Tower of Babel, at the time of Noah, and even back to our first parents—

Adam and Eve—who rebelled against the Lord.3 

+++ 

 Our Second Reading and Gospel—from the New Testament—show us that rebellion is 

not just an Old Testament problem.  In the Second Reading, from his Second Letter to the 
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Corinthians, Saint Paul wrote of how he suffered hardships, was insulted, persecuted, and 

constrained by the people who rebelled against the Lord’s message preached through him.4  And 

we know that Paul experienced this type of rebellion from peoples in many places around the 

Roman Empire.  Furthermore, in the Gospel of Mark, we heard of how the people of Jesus’ 

hometown of Nazareth rebelled against Him.5 

 So, we can see that rebellion against the Lord is not a trait of one specific group of 

people—Israelites, Corinthians, Nazarenes.  It’s a human trait.  Rebellion against the Lord is 

something any group, any generation, any one of us, can be guilty of.  So, what are we to do 

about it? 

+++ 

 About twelve years ago, during my second summer as a seminarian, I made an eight-day 

Ignatian retreat.  During a retreat like this, all eight days are silent, except for one hour each day 

meeting with your spiritual director.  No television, no radio, no talking to fellow retreatants 

during the other twenty-three hours of the day.  Heading into it, one might wonder what you’d do 

to fill the day.  Yet, it actually ends up being pretty full and very intense, as there is a schedule of 

spiritual exercises given to fill the day. 

 For example, one is expected to make four holy hours each day, spending time meditating 

on certain passages from Scripture.  In essence, listening to the Lord and speaking back to Him.  

Conversing with the Lord, as it were. 

 This particular retreat, on about the second or third day, I was meditating with another 

Prophet—Hosea, Chapter 11.  Some translations title this particular chapter:  “The 

Disappointment of a Parent”—which isn’t a particularly uplifting title.  In this chapter, the Lord 

spoke these words: 
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“When Israel was a child I loved him…  The more I called [him], the farther [he] 

went from me…  Yet it was I who taught [him] to walk, who took [him] in my 

arms; but [he] did not know that I cared for [him].”6 

As I meditated upon these words, I felt the Lord scolding me.  I felt—as the suggested title of 

this chapter indicates—the Lord’s disappointment in me for the times I had rebelled and turned 

away from Him.  And, I can say, I didn’t like that feeling.  I resented the Lord for being 

disappointed in me.  I was pretty angry with Him.  I even blamed Him for allowing me to rebel.  

And, honestly, I wasn’t much looking forward to five or six more days of one-on-One time with 

the Lord. 

+++ 

 Later on in the week, probably around the sixth day, one of the holy hours could be used 

to go back and revisit one of the earlier Scripture passages that was either particularly consoling 

and uplifting, or particularly desolating and difficult.  So, I went back to the desolating one:  

Hosea Chapter 11. 

 And, this time, I heard the words in a different tone: 

“When Israel was a child I loved him…  The more I called [him], the farther [he] 

went from me…  Yet it was I who taught [him] to walk, who took [him] in my 

arms; but [he] did not know that I cared for [him].” 

As I meditated upon these words this time, instead of disappointment, I heard the Lord’s concern 

and care for me.  I realized how much the Lord loved me! 

 I saw that, even when I rebelled, the Lord remained faithful.  Even though I didn’t 

recognize it, He was helping me all along.  He never left me, but was always there to pick me up 

in His arms.  He never stopped caring for me.  It wasn’t the disappointment of a parent that I 

heard—it was the heartache a parent feels when his or her beloved child rebels, turns away, and 

makes bad choices. 
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 And, in that moment, I learned an invaluable spiritual lesson:  how important it is to 

recognize the Lord’s voice.  How essential it is to distinguish the Lord’s voice from the enemy’s 

voice.  When I heard the words the first time, earlier in the week, I could look back and 

recognize that the tone of disappointment was not the Lord’s voice.  It was the enemy’s voice.  It 

was the accuser’s voice.  Scolding me.  Shaming me.  Causing me to turn further away from the 

Lord. 

 Yet, when I heard the words the second time, later in the week, with the tone of love, 

concern, and care—that was the Lord’s voice.  I felt the Lord’s sadness and ache for the times I 

had turned away from Him.  I felt His desire to keep on reaching out to me, waiting for me.  

Hoping that I would recognize His loving arms.  Always reaching out to me, picking me up, and 

setting me back up on my feet each time I fell.  I felt the Lord’s desire for me to recognize His 

love for me and come running back to Him. 

+++ 

 In today’s readings, we hear about several different groups of people who rebelled 

against the Lord.  It would be a mistake to hear about these acts of rebellion and think they apply 

to some other groups of people.  We, too, have rebelled against the Lord in our own ways—as a 

society, as a generation, and as individuals. 

 Yet, it would also be a mistake to hear these words as an accusation or as an indictment.  

Rebellion is something we as humans have done—but “rebels” is not our core identity.  Our 

identity is always defined as beloved sons and daughters of God.  The reason the Lord kept on 

sending the Prophets, sent the Apostles, and keeps on sending saints—the reason the Lord sent 

His Son is not because He’s a Disappointed Father—it’s because He’s a Loving Father. 
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 Yes, our rebellion gives Him heartache (you parents out there can probably relate to what 

that feels like).  But, it also increases His zeal and His efforts to keep on reaching out to us.7  

Hoping and waiting for us to recognize all the ways He continues to care for us and provide for 

us.  Hoping that we will get better and better at recognizing His voice that never ceases to 

lovingly call out to us. 

 What do we do about our tendency to rebel?  We need to get better at recognizing the 

Lord’s voice—the voice of a Loving Father, who always calls back from our rebellion. 

+++ 

 So, how do we do it?  How do we get better at recognizing the Lord’s voice?  The 

Prophets set an example for us.  As we heard from Ezekiel’s call, the Lord always gave the 

Prophets an unattractive—seemingly impossible—mission.  Basically, the Lord would tell the 

Prophets how hard it was going to be, and, naturally, they would resist, complain, or argue. 

 But, it was this time of speaking to the Lord about what He was calling them to that gave 

them what they needed.  Paragraph 2584 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church says that it 

was these “‘one-to-one’ encounters with God [that gave] the prophets…light and strength for 

their mission.”  This time of prayer alone with God was not an escape.  It was “not [a] flight 

from this unfaithful world, but rather attentiveness to The Word of God.”  This attentiveness to 

the Word of God allowed the Prophets to express their resistance, complaints, and arguments, but 

it also gave them what they needed from the Lord to go out and fulfill their mission. 

 We can learn from the Prophets that the key to fulfilling our own mission in the world—

as “impossible” or “unattractive” as it may seem to us at times—is also attentiveness to the Word 

of God.  Only by being attentive to the Word of God will we first recognize our own rebellion.  

More importantly, we’ll recognize that God’s love and care never changes and is never 
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withdrawn—no matter how much we turn away from Him.  He continues to call us back, 

continues to pick us up, continues to hope that we’ll recognize His voice, recognize that He is 

always there to help us.  And then He strengthens and equips us for our mission to go out and 

help others learn about God’s Love for them. 

+++ 

 A few weeks ago, I preached about the new Archdiocese Pastoral Plan that was given to 

us on Pentecost Sunday:  Knowing Jesus Christ, Embracing His Mission.8  I was with 

Archbishop Etienne a few days ago, and he reiterated his desire for us to not merely re-start our 

parish ministries coming out of the pandemic.  His desire is for us to re-envision our parish 

ministries.  To really discern the Lord’s voice sending us on mission here in Sammamish. 

 The Pastoral Plan is meant to help us do that re-envisioning.  But, we must first do some 

personal work in order to do that re-envisioning.  I won’t ask for a show of hands, but I hope 

you’ve all taken a few minutes to read the plan.  I say “taken a few minutes” because it’s a fairly 

brief plan that you can read in just a few minutes.  You can find a link to it on our parish website. 

 The plan is brief for two reasons: 

1. It’s meant to be something that can be read and re-read on a regular basis.   

2. It’s meant to leave space for the plan to take root, unfold, and grow throughout 

the Archdiocese as a whole, as well as to leave room for it to be planted and 

cultivated in the ways that are best suited for growing the kingdom of God in each 

person and in each parish of the Archdiocese. 

As I said before, in order for the plan to be helpful and effective, we must start by doing some 

tilling of the soil in our own hearts.  We must, as the title of the plan indicates, get to know Jesus 

Christ better first.  We must each get better at recognizing the Lord’s voice, versus the enemy’s 

voice, versus the world’s voice, versus our own voice.  Otherwise, our discernment won’t be 

rooted in the Lord’s mission for us. 
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 We’ll have the opportunity as a parish later this summer and fall to discern together how 

the Lord is sending us on mission.  But, first, we each must spend time each day praying with 

and being attentive to the Word of God.  We must spend time each day “one-on-one” with God.  

The better that we know Jesus Christ, the better we’ll be at recognizing His voice, and embracing 

His mission for us here at Mary, Queen of Peace, to Sammamish, and beyond. 

1 Ezekiel 2:3-4 
2 Ezekiel 2:3 
3 Genesis 3:6ff; 6:5ff; 11:1-9 
4 2 Corinthians 12:10 
5 Mark 6:3 
6 Hosea 11:1-3 
7 Hosea 11:2 
8 https://archseattle.org/pastoral-plan 
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