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Mission:  Fully Immersed in God’s Providence 

 At this time six years ago, I was a seminarian for the summer at a parish in Tacoma.  On 

a Monday evening—the day after this same passage from the Gospel of Mark was read at the 

Sunday Mass—I was the last one in the parish office.  I was finishing up a few things before 

heading out into rush hour traffic to get to a Mass in Renton. 

 I was supposed to already have been on the road when the doorbell rang, and I thought, 

“Uh oh, this is gonna make me late for Mass.”  I opened the door and saw two young men, who 

asked if they could meet the pastor.  “I’m sorry, the pastor’s not here right now,” I said to them.  

“Is there anything I can help you with?” 

 Just as I was beginning to regret that I hadn’t left five minutes ago, I quickly became 

intrigued by their story.  They explained that they were part of a lay Catholic movement (the 

Neocatechumenal Way), and that this week, in response to the Sunday Gospel, over 1,500 of 

them had been sent out two-by-two to cities all across the country to evangelize for one week. 

 Like the Apostles sent out by Jesus, they had taken practically nothing with them for the 

journey.  No food, no money, no phone, no change of clothes, no toothbrush, no toiletries—only 

a small backpack to carry their Bible, their Book of Prayer, their jacket, and their plane ticket 

home.1 

 I said to them, “Guys, I’m late for Mass at another church.  Why don’t you come with 

me, then I’ll take you to dinner and you can tell me more.”  After Mass and dinner, I wished 

them well on their pilgrimage through Tacoma, gave them toothbrushes and some other 
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toiletries, and told them to come back if they needed anything.  I was worried about them being 

alone in a city they were unfamiliar with, but they weren’t worried.  They had fully embraced 

their mission to go out with nothing—nothing but faith in God’s Providence. 

+++ 

 I wasn’t sure if I’d ever see them again, but on Thursday, I was headed out to a dinner at 

another church.  I didn’t know Tacoma very well, and I ended up going to the wrong church.  As 

I pulled into the parking lot and realized it was the wrong church, I recognized two young guys 

at the door of the church.  I said to them, “Guys, good to see you again!  I hope your week in 

Tacoma is going well!  I’m late for dinner at another church.  Why don’t you come with me, then 

you can tell me all about your week?” 

 So, once again, they came with me.  They told me about all their experiences in Tacoma 

that week, all the people they had met, and all the ways the Lord had been providing for them.  

After dinner, I said farewell to them for the final time, and they continued on the last couple days 

of their mission trip in Tacoma. 

 Was it a lucky coincidence that I decided to stay a few minutes late at the parish office on 

that Monday evening?  Was it a just an “accident” that I went to the wrong church on that 

Thursday evening?  Or, was it God’s Providence that had directed our paths to cross those two 

times?2 

+++ 

 I’ve never been sent out on a mission like those two young men before, completely 

dependent on and open to God’s Providence.  But a one-night version of something like it 

happened to me unexpectedly back in March 2010.  I had been in Haiti for a week, just a couple 
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months after the devastating earthquake.3  I was with a parish group from Alabama visiting their 

sister parish, about an hour outside of Port-au-Prince. 

 For our return trip back to the United States, the rest of the group was flying to Miami, on 

their way back to Alabama; whereas I was flying to New York, on my way back to the seminary 

in Washington, DC.  In those months after the earthquake, the airport was a bit chaotic, still not 

fully recovered from the damage of the earthquake.  There was a greatly reduced number of 

flights, plus uncertainty about the reliability of those flights. 

 We checked in at the airport about four hours early.  My friends’ flight to Miami was 

scheduled to depart before my flight to New York.  As we waited in the terminal, rumors started 

going around the airport that the flight to New York was going to be canceled.  I started to 

worry.  Everyone else in my group was going to be departing soon on the flight to Miami.  What 

if my flight was canceled?  What would I do all alone in Haiti?  How would I tell people in the 

United States where I was?  As I said goodbye to my friends, I felt alone and anxious about the 

situation. 

+++ 

 When the time came for our flight, an announcement was made at the airport.  First in 

Creole—followed by gasps from the people who understood Creole.  Then in French—followed 

by gasps from the people who understood French.  When the announcement was finally made in 

English, we already knew what it was going to say:  “The flight to New York has been canceled.  

Please come back tomorrow.  We will keep your bags overnight.” 

 So, there I was:  all alone, no luggage, no phone.  And, in that moment, when the thing I 

was most fearing happened, instead of panicking, I suddenly felt a great calm and peace come 

over me.  And I remember saying, “OK, God, let’s see what You’ve got planned.”  As people 
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started clamoring to the ticket desk, futilely looking for other flights, I felt the grace of feeling 

that everything was going to be OK.  And I was even surprised to notice in myself that I was 

kind of looking forward to seeing what would happen.  I can only attribute that to God’s grace. 

 The next moment, I saw a young man about my age standing nearby.  We both looked at 

each other, made eye contact, and said to one another, “Do you wanna stick together?”  We 

agreed, and then the Holy Spirit started to put things into motion.  For the sake of time, I’ll leave 

out all the details, but we ended up meeting a woman at the airport from a Christian ministry 

located there in Port-au-Prince.  She called her husband and he came and picked us up.  He took 

us back to their compound for dinner and to stay the night, where we met about thirty other 

young people there on mission.  It was a beautiful and unexpected way to end my trip to Haiti—

fully immersed in God’s Providence. 

 Was it a lucky coincidence that I was standing right next to that guy when the flight was 

canceled?  Was it just an “accident” that we met the woman who called her husband to come 

pick us up at the airport?  Or, was it God’s Providence that had brought us all together at just the 

right moments? 

+++ 

 I could go on and on about the countless Providential things that happened that night in 

Haiti—and, that entire week in Haiti.  Those two young men could go on and on about the 

countless Providential things that happened to them that week in Tacoma. 

 And, what about the Apostles?  What kind of stories did they share with Jesus and one 

another when they came back from their mission?4  What kind of “coincidences” did they 

experience?  In any way that they felt completely unprepared as they went out on mission, when 
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they came back, they must have felt that—with God’s Providence—they were prepared for 

anything.5 

+++ 

 It was around the year 1208 that St. Francis of Assisi heard this same passage from the 

Gospel of Mark proclaimed during Mass in a small chapel in a wooded area on the outskirts of 

Assisi, called Portiuncula.6  He had begun his gradual conversion about three years prior, but 

looking back on his life, St. Francis wrote:  it was in that moment that “the Most High God 

Himself revealed to me that I should live according to…the Holy Gospel.”7 

 I find this statement by St. Francis to be so simple yet so profound.  In that moment, he 

realized that he should live according to the Holy Gospel.  On the one hand, that sounds 

obvious—of course we should live according to the Holy Gospel.  On the other hand, sometimes 

it takes a while—even years—for that lesson to sink in and finally “click” for us. 

 For Francis, it was revealed to him that living according to the Holy Gospel meant 

ridding himself of all his possessions and committing his entire life to being sent out on mission.  

He built a small hut near the chapel, and was soon joined by other young men.  This was the 

beginning of the Franciscan Order, one of the greatest spiritual, missionary, and evangelical 

movements in human history.  But, it only came about—not because Francis had a great idea or 

another person showed him what to do.  Rather, it was—as I preached about last week—because 

he was attentive to the Word of God. 

+++ 

 In his blogpost this week, Archbishop Etienne asked for “the entire Archdiocese of 

Seattle [to be] on retreat [this summer].”  To renew “our relationship with Jesus Christ, and 

prayerfully [discover] fresh and anew the mission the Lord has entrusted to us.”  Before jumping 
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back into former activities and familiar routines, he encourages us to see this as “a time for 

reclaiming the priority of Christ in our lives and in all we do.”  And, to make it our top priority to 

“renew our relationship with Christ so we can re-envision how we carry out his mission in the 

world today.”8 

 What Archbishop means by being on retreat is that, like St. Francis, like the Prophets of 

old, like St. Paul, Archbishop is encouraging us to first be attentive to the Word of God.  If we 

want to live according to the Holy Gospel—in the way that is particular to our own vocation and 

circumstances in life—then we need to spend time doing the same:  being attentive to the Word 

of God.  As we’re coming out of the pandemic, and eager for things to get back to “normal”, this 

is a time in which it’s really essential for each one of us to be attentive to the Word of God—to 

really understand how the Lord is sending us out on mission at this particular time, both 

personally and as a parish. 

+++ 

 As we continue to engage the Archdiocese Pastoral Plan that I’ve preached about a few 

times recently.  As we prepare for putting it into action in our personal lives, as well as here at 

Mary, Queen of Peace, we must first start with personally being attentive to the Word of God.  

Before we can be sent out on mission, we must first spend time listening to Jesus so that He can 

prepare us, give us instructions, and reveal to us what His mission for us is.  Otherwise, we’ll be 

going out on some other mission, rather than one Jesus has for us. 

 We see from the life of St. Francis that it was a three-year period before he understood 

his mission.  Not that he didn’t do anything else during those three years—but it was three years 

before he received clarity on his mission.  For those two young men I met six years ago—I don’t 

know how long—but there was certainly some time of being prepared by the Lord before He sent 
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them on their mission in Tacoma.  And, even for me, though I wasn’t expecting it, there was 

some time of being prepared by the Lord before He allowed me to experience that one night on 

my own in Port-au-Prince. 

 It’s the same for us today and always—but particularly in this moment.  It might be more 

comfortable, more familiar, less risky, and quicker to rely on our own thoughts, ideas, and 

resources as we head back out into the world.  Yet, if we do that, we’ll be missing out on the 

mission that the Lord wants to send us on.  It might be a totally new mission that we never 

dreamed of before.  That we thought we weren’t equipped for. 

 Yes, that might seem scary.  We might not feel like we have what it takes.  But, if we 

don’t get to know Jesus and embrace His mission, then we’ll miss out on the thrill and the joy of 

being fully immersed in God’s Providence. 

+++ 

 My friends, in order to discover this beautiful and exciting mission that the Lord has for 

each one of us, then each of us must first spend time each day praying with and being attentive to 

the Word of God.  We must spend time each day “one-on-one” with God—at least 5-10-20 

minutes.  The better that we know Jesus Christ, the better we’ll be at recognizing His voice, and 

embracing His mission for us in our personal lives and here at Mary, Queen of Peace. 
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Mother of all goodness, he began to dwell there, [and was] diligent [in repairing it]. Now it was in the third year 

from his conversion when he had finished repairing the said church; and at that time he went about wearing a kind 

of hermit's dress, girded with a leather girdle, carrying a staff in his hand and having shoes on his feet. 

22. But when one day the Gospel, how Christ sent forth His disciples to preach, was read in that same church, the 

Saint of God who was present and had got some inkling of the Gospel words, after the solemnities of Mass had 

been celebrated, humbly begged the priest to explain the Gospel to him. And when the priest had set forth to him 

all things in order, St. Francis hearing that Christ's disciples ought not to possess gold, silver, or money, not to 

carry on their way script, wallet, bread or staff, not to have shoes, or two tunics, but to preach the Kingdom of 

God and repentance [Mk 6:7-9, which describes Jesus sending out the apostles. They are sent two by two, which 

is how Francis will send out his followers later on.], straightway he cried, exulting in the spirit of God, “This is 

what I wish, this is what I, am seeking, this I long with all my inmost heart to do.” Forthwith the holy Father, 

overflowing with joy, hastens to fulfil that saving word, nor suffers he any delay to pass before he begins devoutly 

to perform what he has heard. Straightway he puts his shoes off from his feet, and the staff out of his hands, and, 

content with one tunic, exchanges his leather girdle for a small cord. Thenceforth he prepares him a tunic 

displaying the image of the Cross, that therein he may beat off all promptings of the devil; he makes it of the 

roughest stuff that therein he may crucify the flesh with [its] vices and sins; lastly he makes it most poor and 

mean, and such as by no means to excite the world's covetousness. But the other things he had heard, he yearned 

with the utmost diligence and reverence to perform: for he had been no deaf hearer of the Gospel, but, committing 

all he had heard to praiseworthy memory, he gave heed diligently to fulfil it to the letter. 
7 The Testament of St. Francis (www.franciscans.ie/the-writings-of-st-francis/) 
8 Archbishop Paul Etienne, As You Go, Proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven, found at Truth in Love: Reflecting the 

Good News of Christ on 8 July 2021 (www.archbishopetienne.com/as-you-go-proclaim-the-kingdom-of-heaven) 
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