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Jesus Invites Us to Have More Faith in Him than in the World 

 Earlier this week, I read a story about the proposal for the United States government to 

mint a $1 trillion platinum coin.1  (That’s the number “one” with twelve “zeroes” behind it!)  Did 

anyone else hear about this? 

 This idea is being proposed as a possible solution to the current debt-ceiling debate in 

Congress.  It’s actually a repeat of an idea first brought ten years ago during a previous version 

of the debt-ceiling debate. 

 The debt ceiling is the maximum amount that the U.S. government is legally allowed to 

borrow.  And, in order for the government to continue spending and operating beyond October 

18th, Congress must vote to raise the debt-ceiling.  The problem is that they haven’t yet come to 

an agreement on this. 

 This is where the $1 trillion coin comes in.  The idea is that, in order to get around the 

congressional gridlock, the President could simply order the treasury secretary to mint this new 

coin and then deposit it in the Federal Reserve.  That way, rather than needing to borrow more 

and exceed the current debt ceiling, the government would suddenly have $1 trillion dollars to 

spend, and would have no need to raise the debt ceiling.  This is either an ingenious or a crazy 

idea—or maybe even both.  Different articles have debated if it would even work.  And many of 

you know way more about this than I do. 

+++ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/101021.cfm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/10/05/trillion-dollar-coin-faq/
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 I’m not an economist, so I have no idea if this would work.  It sounds like an interesting 

idea, but maybe you’re wondering why I’m bringing it up.  The reason is for us to consider a 

question.  If we imagined that this idea could actually work—that the U.S. Mint could strike a $1 

trillion coin, deposit it in its bank account, and then start spending it—the question for us to 

consider is this:  Why would it work?  I don’t mean “why” from an economist’s perspective.  I 

mean “why” from an average person’s perspective. 

 The reason why it would work is because of faith.  Specifically, the faith that all of us 

who participate in the economy put into money.  Simply put, we believe what money says it is.  

If we see a $1 bill, then we believe it’s worth $1—and can thus be used to purchase something of 

that price.  If we see a $100 bill, then we believe it’s worth $100—and can be used to purchase 

something of that price. 

 Even more than that, we put other kinds of faith into money.  Faith in what it can provide 

for us:  possessions, security, food, shelter, status, comfort, gadgets, education, opportunity, etc.  

These aren’t necessarily good or bad things.  It’s simply what money provides—and it’s our 

society’s collective faith in the monetary system that allows it all to work. 

+++ 

 In light of today’s Readings, another question for us to consider:  Given how much faith I 

put into what money says it is and can provide for me—do I put as much or more faith into who 

Jesus says He is and what He does provide for me? 

 In the First Reading, from the Book of Wisdom, we hear King Solomon’s expression of 

his faith.  Solomon was the son of David, and succeeded his father as King of Israel.  During his 

reign, Solomon amassed a wealth of gold, silver, ivory, chariots, horses, and other riches that 

surpassed any other king in the world.  But, in addition to his wealth of riches, he also acquired a 
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wealth of wisdom that exceeded that of any other.  And, in comparison, he pleaded with God—

not to give him more material wealth—but, rather, to give him more of that gift of the spirit of 

Wisdom, which he found to worth much more than all the gold, silver, gems, and thrones of the 

world. 

 In the Gospel of Mark, we’re offered a related lesson on Wisdom.  A man asked Jesus a 

question that I think all of us want to know the answer to:  “…what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?”  And we see in this exchange that the man has already acquired much wisdom, as he has 

been following the Ten Commandments since he was young.  Yet, there was one thing he was 

still lacking:  Jesus. 

 It seemed like he had everything:  many possessions and good morals.  Probably a model 

human being.  But, without Jesus, he really had nothing.  And so, Jesus teaches us in this 

occasion and in other parts of the Gospels:  the purpose of the gifts and wisdom God gives us in 

this world are meant to be spent towards and invested in the next world—otherwise, they are 

really completely worthless.  They may bring happiness for a time but, if we hold onto them—

instead of holding onto Jesus—then the happiness is fleeting and we are left with sadness. 

 Only Jesus can give you the peace, joy, and healing that you’re searching for in this life.  

Only Jesus can save you and lead you to eternal life.  Whatever faith we have in money and 

possessions to provide for what we need in this world—how much more faith are we being 

invited to have in Jesus to provide for what we need in the world to come? 

 That’s why we keep talking about the importance of knowing Jesus.  No one else can 

“know Jesus” for you.  I promise you, that if you practice the habit of TPG, you will get to know 

Jesus better.2  He will give you the Wisdom that you are seeking. 

+++ 

https://mqpevents.weebly.com/summer-retreat.html
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 Today’s Gospel is very challenging—especially to us who live in a wealthy nation like 

the United States where the idea of minting a $1 trillion coin can even be discussed.  But, my 

friends, we need not fear asking the questions that today’s Gospel evokes: 

 Would I give up everything to follow Jesus? 

 If I had a $1 trillion coin, would I spend it to have the Eucharist? 

 Would I rather watch a football game or go to Mass? 

 Would I rather play video games, or spend time in prayer and reading the Word? 

 What am I willing to give up or not give up in order to have a relationship with Jesus? 

These are tough questions for any human being, whether one is rich or poor.  These questions are 

like what we heard in the Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews:  they are sharp, and 

they can cut to our heart.  And, like the man in today’s Gospel, they might even make us feel 

sadness, or feel like we should walk away from Jesus. 

 The Word of God does that to us.  It cuts to our heart and exposes us.  But, it does so for 

a very important purpose.  Not to leave us in sadness.  That’s what the devil wants to do to us.  

Rather, the Word of God is meant to cut away what needs to be cut away from us—and then 

replace it with wisdom, holiness, and courage.  The Word of God is always encouraging us, 

showing us the way out when we feel trapped or lost, and showing us the Way to Heaven.  And, 

it does so in the fullest sense in Jesus Christ, who is the Word made flesh.  In Jesus Christ, who 

is the Way. 

 Yes, that man went away sad, but I don’t think that was the end of the story.  And, 

sadness is not the end of your story, either.  Because, Jesus never leaves us in sadness.  He never 

stops pursuing us.  He never stops looking for a way to bring us back to the Father.  Jesus 

promised us that not only would He show us the way, but He would even come back to take us 

there Himself.3 

1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2021/10/05/trillion-dollar-coin-faq/ 
2 https://mqpevents.weebly.com/summer-retreat.html 
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T = spending Time in prayer each day 

P = in a Place set apart from the distractions of ordinary life 

G = to reconnect with God 
3 John 14:3 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?3

