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A True Servant 

 In last week’s Gospel, Jesus used His encounter with the Rich Man to teach us an 

important lesson about discipleship.  You could say that the Rich Man had been a “remote 

disciple” throughout his life.  He had learned and followed the commandments since he was 

young.  He recognized the goodness in Jesus.  And he had the right question in mind:  “Good 

teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  He had many qualities of a disciple.1 

 Yet, he still lacked one thing.  He had faith in Jesus—but he had more faith in the things 

of this world.2  If we want to be disciples of Jesus, then we’re encouraged to reflect on some 

questions: 

 Would I give up everything to follow Jesus? 

 If I had a $1 trillion coin, would I spend it to have the Eucharist? 

 Would I rather watch a football game or go to Mass? 

 Would I rather play another video game or watch another YouTube video, or press pause 

and spend twenty minutes in prayer and reading the Word? 

 What am I willing to give up—or not give up—in order to have a relationship with Jesus? 

When we pray about and reflect upon questions like this, the answers will reveal to us where 

Jesus is inviting us to grow in our discipleship.  They also reveal to us where Jesus is pursuing 

us.  Because, even if we feel sadness about where we might still be holding back from 

completely following Jesus—we can be sure that out of His love for us, Jesus is always pursuing 

us. 

+++ 

 Today’s Gospel offers us another important lesson about discipleship—this time using 

Jesus’ encounter with those who had given up everything to follow Jesus.  There are two main 
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points that I’d like to make on this.  First, an example from my personal life.  Second, an 

example from an episode of the popular television series about Jesus called The Chosen.3 

 After a little squabble between the Apostles, Jesus called them all together to tell them 

that being His disciple will not lead to greatness in the way the world understands it.  Rather, 

greatness as a disciple means being a servant.  For Jesus has been and will continue to show 

them with His ministry, that He “did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life.”4 

 As disciples of Jesus, we are all called to be servants.  And Saint Paul, in his letter to the 

Romans, identifies service as one of the seven charisms or gifts that are given to us as the Body 

of Christ.5  There are some in our community who are particularly gifted in sharing the gift of 

service with the world, and we can learn a lot about discipleship by watching them. 

 One person from my life who had the charism of service was my Grandma Brick.  She 

was always serving others:  cleaning, cooking, organizing, taking care of and serving everyone 

else.  So busy serving others that she rarely took time for herself.  Her long lifetime of living out 

and giving the gift of service was a great inspiration and lesson for me and all my family, of how 

we can always strive to better serve one another. 

 But it was in the last few years of her life that she taught me a very particular and 

important lesson about service.  You see, my Grandma was very detailed, regimented, and 

maybe even obsessive about cleaning.  Not just cleaning everything seen, but even cleaning the 

unseen:  on top of the cupboards; behind the refrigerator and stove; under the couch and 

furniture; using a toothpick to clean out the tracks of the sliding glass door (which I didn’t even 

know needed to be done).  All the things that are good to clean and need to be cleaned, but I 

don’t think occur to most of on a regular basis—at least not to me.  I have to say, it wasn’t that 

https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen
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she was a germaphobe.  She did this because she was a good steward and very frugal.  She 

wanted to keep everything in good condition so that it would last a long time. 

 Well, in the latter years of her life, she still had the motivation, but was losing the 

physical ability to keep cleaning things the way she would have liked.  It was very frustrating for 

her.  One time, when I was visiting her, she asked me to help her clean some things that she 

previously would’ve cleaned herself.  She couldn’t physically do it anymore, so she needed me 

to be her arms and her hands and her height to get to all those hard to reach spots. 

 So, I was feeling pretty good about myself.  Now was my chance to show my love and 

gratitude by serving her.  And as we started cleaning, she started giving me instructions on each 

step of the way.  Very detailed instructions.  And I started to get a little frustrated.  Thinking to 

myself thoughts like:  “I know how to clean…  Why is she bossing me around so much?...  The 

way I want to do it is good enough…  If she wants me to clean this for her, then she just needs to 

let me do it my way!” 

 Whoa!  Do it my way?!  Is my gift of service to her on my own terms?  What kind of a gift 

is that?!  Now, if it were years earlier, and I was just being a stubborn kid, I could have been (and 

probably was many times) difficult and refused to help.  That wouldn’t have been good, but at 

least she could have done the job herself without my gift of service and cooperation. 

 But now?  I realized that if I’m unwilling to offer my gift of service in this moment, then 

the cleaning simply won’t happen.  She can’t clean it herself anymore.  The only way it will get 

done the way she wants is if I follow her instructions. 

 So, I had a choice:  I could keep trying to convince her that the way I wanted to serve was 

good enough (and, by the way, she should be grateful for it).  Or, I could stop trying to convince 

her of the way I wanted to do it.  And I could become a true servant. 
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+++ 

 A second example about discipleship and service from The Chosen.  Every so often the 

Gospels will state something like we heard today:  “When the [other] ten [Apostles] heard this, 

they became indignant at James and John.”6 

 The verse goes by quickly and there aren’t a lot of details given.  So, before moving on to 

the next verse, we have to stop and imagine how their argument and displeasure with one another 

might’ve played out.  When watching The Chosen, every so often we get to see those moments 

fleshed out a little bit.  The wrongs that have been done to one another.  The harsh or arrogant 

words that are exchanged.  The rivalries, grudges, resentments, and cliques that are forming as 

Jesus is assembling His closest followers. 

 Season 2, Episode 3 is one in which the resentments that had been percolating throughout 

Season 1 finally come fully to the surface for all to see.  It’s a day in which Jesus is set up in a 

tent with a long line of people coming to Him for healing.  The Apostles take shifts tending to 

the line, but eventually the day turns to night and most of them are tired and gathered around the 

fire back in their camp.  As they share dinner, they enjoy a mostly pleasant conversation.   Until, 

suddenly, everything changes. 

 Peter says something harsh to Matthew.  John defends Matthew.  Andrew says something 

back to John.  James says something to Peter.  Thomas says something to someone.  Back and 

forth shots are being fired.  Until Peter and Andrew are standing up to James and John, close to 

getting into a physical fight. 

 And, just in that moment, everyone stops as they hear the sound of footsteps coming into 

the camp.  Can you guess who it was?  An utterly exhausted Jesus staggers into the camp, 
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coming back from His long day of serving the crowds of people.  He simply says “Good night!” 

to them, as He passes them by on His way to His tent. 

 And, just like that, just the sight of Jesus breaks the tension and causes the Apostles to 

come to their senses.  The looks on their faces says it all:  “What are we doing?  Why are we 

fighting with one another?” 

 The juxtaposition on the screen is so clear.  Here’s Jesus, who spent an entire day 

directing all His physical and spiritual energy toward service and healing.  And 100 yards away, 

here are the Apostles, who are directing their time and physical and spiritual energy toward 

arguing, insulting, and fighting with one another. 

 These disciples, who have given up everything to follow Jesus, well, they’ve lost sight of 

Jesus.  Instead of keeping their eyes on Jesus, they’ve been watching each other.  Why is 

Matthew part of this group?  Look at what James and John are doing!  Who does Peter think he 

is? 

 The argument at the campfire didn’t come from nowhere.  It had always been there in the 

group—but it was hidden and lurking.  You can see it throughout many of the previous episodes.  

Gossip.  Backbiting.  Claiming territory.  Unwillingness to forgive.  Doubting one another’s 

motives.  Not giving people the benefit of the doubt.  Asserting one’s opinion.  Even questioning 

and challenging Jesus.  And we see how these “hidden” vices are a very real threat to tearing the 

group apart and completely undermining Jesus’ mission. 

+++ 

 Last week’s Gospel gave us something to think about in reflecting on our willingness to 

follow Jesus as His disciples.  This week’s Gospel gives us more to think about.  Namely, what 

kind of disciple am I willing to be?  Am I willing to be a true servant? 
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 In any way that we’ve failed to follow Jesus with our whole heart, mind, and soul.  In any 

way that we’ve asserted ourselves and failed to be a true servant.  Thanks be to God!  Thanks be 

to God that Jesus loves us so much that He doesn’t leave us in a place of sadness.  He keeps on 

pursuing us.  He keeps on teaching us.  His inexhaustible patience with us is always directed 

towards our salvation. 

 Thanks be to God that—as we heard in the Second Reading in the Letter to the 

Hebrews—we have Jesus who is able “to sympathize with our weaknesses.”  And who forgives 

us our sins.  Who calls us to “confidently approach the throne of grace”—the confessional to 

receive His Mercy and forgiveness of our sins—this altar to receive His Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist. 

 Jesus calls us to approach His throne of grace so that—in any way that we might have 

lost sight of Him—our eyes once again become firmly fixed on Him.  We are able to follow Him 

more closely, and we learn from Him how to be a true servant. 

1 Mark 10:17-20 
2 Mark 10:21-23 
3 https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen 
4 Mark 10:41-45 
5 Romans 12:6-8: “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exercise them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to the faith; if ministry, in ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in 

exhortation; if one contributes, in generosity; if one is over others, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness.” 

Also see Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 2004: “Among the special graces ought to be mentioned the 

graces of state that accompany the exercise of the responsibilities of the Christian life and of the ministries within 

the Church:…” 
6 Mark 10:41 
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