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Stewardship Is an Act of Discipleship 

 Over the past month or so, Jesus has been giving us lessons on discipleship.  During the 

summer, as we heard from the John Chapter 6—the Multiplication of the Loaves and the Bread 

of Life Discourse—Jesus was revealing to us who He is, which is the first part of the 

Archdiocese Pastoral Plan:  Knowing Jesus Christ. 

 The second part of the Plan is:  Embracing His Mission.  As we’ve returned to the Gospel 

of Mark, Jesus has been using the example of several different people over the past month to 

show us the qualities that He’s looking for in His disciples.  In other words, once we’ve gotten to 

know Him better, embracing His mission—putting His mission into action—means learning how 

to be His disciples. 

+++ 

 I find it helpful to review the Gospels we’ve heard recently, and sometimes to look 

ahead.  It helps to give context to where we are today by reflecting on where we’ve been and 

where we’re going.  So, let’s take a look at the recent lessons on discipleship. 

 About a month ago:  The Rich Man.1  This was a person who had been a “remote 

disciple” throughout his life.  Following all the commandments since he was young.  

Furthermore, he demonstrated that he had the right goal of a disciple in mind, asking Jesus:  

“…what must I do to inherit eternal life?”2 

 Do you remember Jesus’ response?  “You are lacking in one thing.  Go, sell what you 

have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”3  In 
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other words, this man was being invited to have more faith in Jesus, than in the things of this 

world.  With that, we had the opportunity to reflect on our own discipleship:  How much faith do 

I have in Jesus, compared to the things of this world? 

 And, as we contemplate that question, it’s important to keep in mind Jesus’ disposition 

towards the Rich Man:  “Jesus, [looked] at him, [and] loved him…”4  Do you remember what the 

Rich Man did?  He “went away sad.”5  Yet, Jesus was not trying to embarrass or shame this man, 

or to make him go away—or any of us.  Embarrassment and shame are the tactics of the devil—

so we must always reject and renounce those feelings. 

 But, Jesus does lovingly show us where we still need to grow as disciples.  Jesus meets us 

where we’re at, but He loves us too much to leave us there.  He’s always lovingly encouraging us 

to follow Him. 

+++ 

 The next week, we found Jesus using an encounter with the Apostles to teach us a lesson 

about group dynamics amongst disciples.  James and John were asking Jesus for a particular 

honor.  What was that honor?  To sit at His right and His left in His glory.6  How did the other 

ten Apostles feel about that?  They were indignant!7  This is one of a few times that we read that 

the Apostles are fighting or arguing with each other. 

 In response, Jesus simply declares:  “…it shall not be so among you.”8  That is Jesus’ will 

for us as His disciples.  There can’t be gossip, backbiting, claiming territory, unwillingness to 

forgive, doubting one another’s motives, not giving people the benefit of the doubt.  With this 

discipleship lesson, Jesus is simply saying:  all that stuff is a waste of time, energy, and 

resources.  Jesus wants us to put all of ourselves toward being true servants—not allowing these 

other things to undermine His mission for us. 
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+++ 

 Two Sundays ago, the Blind Bartimaeus taught us this important lesson on discipleship:  

the importance of crying out to Jesus with our needs.  In other words, the persistence it takes to 

develop our personal prayer life and relationship with Jesus.  Bartimaeus kept crying out to 

Jesus, asking for Jesus’ help.  What did those around him do when Bartimaeus was crying out?  

They rebuked him, telling him to keep quiet.  And then what did he do?  He persisted even 

more!9 

 This is what prayer can be like sometimes.  Crying out to the Lord, even though we can’t 

see Him.  Even if we’re not sure that anyone is listening.  The response of a disciple is to keep 

crying out to Jesus.  No matter what obstacles we face in this world that try to prevent us from 

asking Jesus for help—we must persist and persist all the more. 

 As an aside:  Do you all remember what Bartimaeus’ request was to Jesus?  “Master, I 

want to see.”10  It was fitting that the power went out here at church during our Sunday morning 

Masses.  It was a reminder from Jesus that these electric lights do help us see—but they are not 

the true light of the world.  Only Jesus, the Light of the World, helps us to really see.11 

+++ 

 Last Sunday, the two greatest commandments, that help guide us in all we do as 

disciples: 

Hear, O Israel! 

The Lord our God is Lord alone! 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul,  

with all your mind, 

and with all your strength. 

The second is this: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself.12 
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The Book of Deuteronomy encourages us to always keep this in mind, and to :  “Keep repeating 

[these commandments] to your children.  Recite them when you are at home and when you are 

away, when you lie down and when you get up.  Bind them on your arm as a sign and let them be 

as a pendant on your forehead.  Write them on the doorposts of your houses and on your gates.”13 

+++ 

 Finally, we come to this Sunday’s Gospel.  The next two Sundays will be the final two 

Sundays of the liturgical year.  You’ll notice a change in tone for the Gospels the last two weeks, 

as we focus on the end times and Jesus Christ as King of the Universe.  So, in some ways, we 

could call the selection of this Sunday’s Gospel as the Church providing us a final prime 

example of discipleship to consider and learn from. 

 In contrast with those who go about seeking to be noticed by others, pursuing places of 

honor, Jesus noticed—and then draws our attention to—someone who probably no one else had 

noticed that day.14  Did you all notice who Jesus noticed?  A poor widow who “came and put in 

two small coins worth a few cents.”15 

 And then he called “his disciples to himself, [and] said to them, ‘Amen (when Jesus says 

“Amen”, that means He really wants us to notice what He’s saying) Amen, I say to you, this poor 

widow put in more than” anyone else.16 

 And it wasn’t because she put in more numerically-speaking.  That’s the way the world 

looks at things and counts things.  But, as His disciples, Jesus is trying to help us see things the 

way God sees things.  What Jesus saw about the poor widow—and what He wants us to see 

about her—is that she gave all she had. 

 She didn’t give all she had because she was going to get noticed by anyone else.  She 

didn’t give all she had because she was going to be rewarded or applauded for it in this world.  
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She didn’t give all she had because she knew it would help give her some kind of advantage or 

benefit. 

 She gave all she had because she had more faith in God than in the things of this world.  

She gave all she had because she had a spirit of service—desiring to put others’ needs before her 

own.  She gave all she had because she had a strong relationship with the Lord, and she loved 

Him with all her heart, soul, mind, and strength. 

 That’s the model of discipleship that Jesus holds up for us:  to give Him our all.  To give 

our best and to give all that we can give.  To do all we can to avoid sin, and turn—run—away 

from it when we are feeling pulled into it.  To ask forgiveness when we do sin.  To receive the 

help that God offers us—in the sacraments and with daily prayer.  To be available for service to 

others.  It might seem like a daunting model to follow—but with God, all things are possible.17  

We just have to trust Jesus to lead us step by step as we continue to allow Him to lovingly teach 

us and form us as His disciples. 

+++ 

 Every fall we have our Annual Stewardship Campaign.  There’s a good practical reason 

why filling out and returning the card is helpful to the parish—it helps us plan our budget and 

what kinds of programs and ministries we’ll be offer in the next year.  That is, it helps us make 

practical plans for putting into action the mission that Jesus Christ is sending Mary, Queen of 

Peace Parish on in the coming year. 

 This practical reason is important—and the spiritual life always has a practical aspect to 

it—so that shouldn’t be discounted.  But, an even more important reason that I’m asking you to 

please fill out the commitment card—is because it helps you in your discipleship.  And, as your 

priest, that’s always my primary concern—the salvation of your soul. 
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 Filling out your commitment card is an act of discipleship.  It is a step towards giving all 

you have.  And, not just filling it out, but praying about it.  Asking the Lord to help you discern 

how much He’s calling you to commit to. 

 I remember, as a young man, the first time I made a commitment to my parish.  I had a 

couple of major expenses:  repaying my college loans and my home mortgage, in addition to 

other expenses.  It was tempting to take care of those things first, before giving to the parish.  

But, when I made the decision, I recall that it was a practical spiritual moment for me. 

 The number you put on the card isn’t as important as the act of filling it out.  In fact, if 

you discern that you are not called to put a number down, I’d be very grateful if you filled it out 

with a commitment of praying for the parish.  Giving your time in prayer is an act of discipleship 

and stewardship. 

 If you’ve never done it before—this will be a big step for you as a disciple.  If you have 

done it before—recommitting is also a big step for you as a disciple.  I thank you for your 

commitment and your generosity in so many ways.  All the ways that you love and serve at MQP 

and in our world are always an inspiration to me!  Thank you! 
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