
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 

Fr. Chad S. Green Daniel 12:1-3 

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church Psalm 16 

Sammamish, Washington Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 

14 November 2021 (Luke 21:36) Mark 13:24-32 

Learn a Lesson from the Fig Tree 

 We have just under two months remaining in the calendar year—but we only have two 

weeks left in the liturgical year.  Next Sunday—the last Sunday of the liturgical year—we 

celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  Two weeks from now, 

the new liturgical year begins with the First Sunday of Advent. 

 During this liturgical year—Year B in the three-year cycle of Sunday Readings—we’ve 

been hearing primarily from the Gospel of Mark during Ordinary Time.  The new liturgical year 

is Year C, in which we’ll be hearing mostly from the Gospel of Luke on the Sundays of Ordinary 

Time, beginning in January 2022. 

+++ 

 As I mentioned last week, with the end of time for this liturgical year, the Church offers 

us readings that encourage us to reflect on the end of time itself.  It is a change in tone from the 

recent weeks.  We might be wondering why we’re “all of a sudden” hearing Jesus talk about the 

end times.  However, it’s not as much of a leap in the story as we might think. 

 Each Sunday, we come to Church and hear a portion of the Gospel proclaimed.  And, 

maybe we don’t quite remember last Sunday’s Gospel.  And, we probably haven’t yet read next 

Sunday’s Gospel.  So, the readings can sometimes feel somewhat disconnected.  Therefore, it’s 

helpful to be reminded that as we listen to the Gospel each Sunday, we are following along a 

narrative.  So, for context, let’s look again at where Jesus has been, where He is, and where He is 

going. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/111421.cfm
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+++ 

 Over the past month, we’ve found Jesus traveling throughout the district of Judea, 

beyond the Jordan, passing through Jericho, and making His way to Jerusalem.  In His travels, 

He’s had several encounters with different people that have taught us lessons on discipleship: 

 The Rich Man:  How much faith do I have in Jesus?  What am I willing to give up 

to follow Jesus? 

 The Twelve Apostles:  How do I relate to other disciples? 

 Blind Bartimaeus:  Persistence in prayer; Jesus is the True Light of the world. 

 The Scribes:  Don’t be like them—don’t be a disciple if you’re seeking glory. 

 The Poor Widow:  Perhaps the prime example of discipleship.  Complete faith in 

God’s Providence, which allowed her to give everything to God—her whole 

livelihood. 

Today’s Gospel seems like a leap in the story—but it’s actually only a few verses later.  So, let’s 

fill in the gaps. 

 When Jesus finished teaching—as we heard last Sunday—as He was walking out of the 

temple area, someone marveled at the temple:  “Look, teacher, what stones and what buildings!”  

Jesus’ response:  “There will not be one stone left upon another that will not be thrown down.”1 

 This was a curious—maybe even disturbing—response by Jesus.  His disciples walked 

along with Him out of the temple area.  Perhaps they were quietly thinking about what Jesus had 

said.  Later on, as they were sitting on the Mount of Olives, looking back down at the temple 

area, His Apostles “asked him privately, ‘Tell us, when will this happen, and what sign will there 

be when all these things are about to come to an end?’”  And then Jesus began to explain to them 

about the signs of the end times.2 

 Before we look more closely at today’s Gospel, let’s first bring to mind where Jesus is 

heading.  Why did Jesus come to Jerusalem?  On three different occasions, Jesus has told His 

disciples: 
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“…we are going up to Jerusalem, and [I] will be handed over…and they will…put 

[me] to death, but after three days [I] will rise.”3 

These are Jesus’ last few moments of teaching His disciples before it is going to seem to them 

like everything is lost. 

+++ 

 Back to today’s Gospel, which skips over many of those signs of the end times, but 

perhaps you might recall some of them:4 

 Wars 

 Earthquakes 

 Famines 

 Persecutions 

 False messiahs and false prophets 

After three years of public ministry.  Of gathering disciples and teaching them.  This is the final 

preparation.  He’s been teaching them what He’s looking for in disciples.  Now, He’s preparing 

them for what will happen to His disciples.  It’s not a very attractive offer that Jesus is making. 

 It’s not an attractive offer, but the disciples have continued to follow Him.  Along the 

way, there have been times when they’ve been frightened and confused.  Some have turned away 

and stopped following Him.  Yet, something has kept them following Him.  Maybe you’ve 

experienced something like that in your discipleship.  It’s not always easy or attractive to follow 

Jesus—but something has kept you following Him. 

 And, it’s not an attractive offer if we get scared off by that long list of horrible things.  It 

is an attractive offer, if we hang on for what He promises will follow those tribulations, which 

we heard in today’s Gospel.  All those tribulations will happen, and to top it all off, the things 

that give light to our universe—the sun, the moon, the starts—will all be darkened.  It will seem 

like all is lost.5 
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 And then Jesus says to us:  “Learn a lesson from the fig tree.”6  For, when we see the 

barren branch of a tree in the winter, it’s hard to imagine that there’s any life left in it.  Yet, every 

spring, when the first tiny green bud sprouts out of that dead-looking tree, we’re reminded of 

new life that comes out of what looks like death.  We’re reminded of Resurrection.  We don’t 

know how it happens.  We might know some of the scientific or botanical reasons how it 

happens—but we don’t really know “how” it happens—other than by God’s power and His 

grace. 

 Learn a lesson from the fig tree.  When all seems lost.  The lesson of the fig tree tells us 

that God’s power and grace are working in hidden ways that we cannot see.  When it seems as 

though things cannot get any darker—that’s when Jesus is getting ready to show us that He—and 

only He—is the True Light of the world. 

+++ 

 The discipleship lesson for us in today’s Gospel is operating on two levels.  On the one 

hand, yes, there will be an end of time for this world.  We don’t know when—anyone who says 

they know is trying to deceive us.7  We don’t know when or exactly how, but it will be 

something like the tribulations that Jesus described in today’s Gospel. 

 On another level, there will be an end of time for each of us in this world.  And, before 

that time comes, we do go through tribulations.  None of us is spared of tribulations, whether 

we’re a disciple or not.  As a society, as a world, and as individuals.  But, the lesson of the fig 

tree always applies. 

 When horrible things are happening to us, it’s understandable to be frightened, angry, 

confused, or feel abandoned by God.  But, as His disciples, Jesus wants us to be prepared for 



Green 5  14 November 2021 

when those things come—whether at the end of time, at the end of our life, or just throughout our 

life when it sometimes seems like all is lost. 

 Being prepared as a disciple simply means having faith.  It’s simple—it’s not easy—but 

it is simple.  Having faith that Jesus is with us always.  In particular, as Jesus said in today’s 

Gospel, when we see or experience signs of tribulation, that means He’s even closer to us.  That 

means He’s about to burst forth into our world.8 

 Having faith that Jesus is with us always can only come from one thing—that is, 

spending time being with Him.  Getting better at recognizing Him.  That’s why we’ve been so 

focused on TPG the past few months:  being on retreat, being consistent and regular with 

personal prayer, learning how to be a disciple, learning what it means to be a disciple and what to 

expect as a disciple.9 

 We don’t have to wait until we’re in tribulation before we look for Jesus—that makes it 

harder on us.  Do the work of preparation now.  Get better at looking for and recognizing Jesus 

now. 

 I just heard a beautiful quote on the Christian radio station, which I think applies to 

today’s Gospel:  “The secret joy of discipleship is to keep seeking—and finding—Jesus in places 

that you doubt He is.” 

1 Mark 13:1-2 
2 Mark 13:3-5ff 
3 Mark 10:32-34; also see: Mark 8:31-33, 9:30-32 
4 Mark 13:5-23 
5 Mark 13:24-25 
6 Mark 13:28 
7 Mark 13:5-6 
8 Mark 13:26-27, 29 
9 https://mqpevents.weebly.com/summer-retreat.html 

T = spending Time in prayer each day 

P = in a Place set apart from the distractions of ordinary life 

G = to reconnect with God 
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