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Thursday Gathering  Who Is God? 

 

Exodus 3:1-15 
 

        
  Moses and the Burning Bush        Moses Adores God in the Burning Bush 

James J. Tissot (1836-1902) 

 

What words stand out to you in this reading from Sacred Scripture? 

 

 

 

What questions come to mind? 

 

 

 

Did you notice something you’ve never noticed before? 
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Humans beings have always asked “philosophical” questions about God and creation. 

Philosophers have used the power of natural human reason to come to conclusions about the world around us. 

 Many came to the conclusions about the existence of some sort of being that started it all. 

 Looking back, we can see that this search for understanding points to a human desire to know God. 

  This desire to know God was placed within us by God Himself—written in our hearts. 

 God made us with both the capacity to know Him… 

 …and the desire to know Him. 

 

How is the capacity to know God filled? 

 Our intellect and ability to reason. 
 

How is the desire to know God satisfied? 

 Personal encounters with God that go beyond—but do not conflict—with our reason. 
 

Revelation 

 Helps overcome effects of sin, that cloud our ability to see reality. 

 Helps go beyond truths that we could not know on our own. 

 

REVELATION: God's communication of himself, by which he makes known the mystery of his divine plan, a 

gift of self-communication which is realized by deeds and words over time, and most fully by sending us his 

own divine Son, Jesus Christ.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church Glossary) 

 

Avery Cardinal Dulles’s Models of Revelation (2001) 

Revelation as Doctrine 

Revelation = given in written propositions; Sacred Scripture; church documents. 

Strength = precise statements of revelation. 

Limitation = not as personal; can never tell all about God. 

Revelation as History 

Revelation = given through persons/events; texts alone are not adequate. 

Strength = points to God’s presence/guidance in history. 

Limitation = need to differentiate between secular and sacred history. 

Revelation as Inner Experience 

Revelation = only meaningful if I experience it. 

Strength = individual experience enables a personal response. 

Limitation = personal and not easily shared with others. 

Revelation as Dialectical Presence 

Revelation = extraordinary, overwhelming encounter with Tremendous Mystery. 

Strength = recognizes Word of God as ineffable and unable to be contained by human statements. 

Limitation = can lead to over-emphasis on mystical experience and minimize importance of doctrine. 

Revelation as New Awareness 

Revelation = given after experience of participation in the divine. 

Strength = invites person to search for deeper meaning. 

Limitation = can lead to searching only for a series of spiritual experiences and ignore need for doctrine. 

 

Resources: 

 Catechism of the Catholic Church (Nos. 26-184):  https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-

we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church  

 Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum (1965):  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-

verbum_en.html 
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