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Luke 1:26-38 
 

 
The Annunciation by Fra Angelico (ca. 1426) 

 

What words stand out to you in this reading from Sacred Scripture? 

 

 

 

What questions come to mind? 

 

 

 

Did you notice something you’ve never noticed before? 
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Last time:  Who is God? 

God is One who reveals:  His revelation allows us to know and love God—and to know God’s love for us! 

 The big questions asked by human beings and the desire to know God was placed within us by God. 

  Written in our hearts. 

 God made us with both the capacity to know Him… 

 …and the desire to know Him. 

 How is the capacity to know God filled? 

  Our intellect and ability to reason. 

 How is the desire to know God satisfied? 

  Personal encounters with God that go beyond—but do not conflict—with our reason. 

 Revelation 

  Helps overcome effects of sin, that cloud our ability to see reality. 

  Helps go beyond truths that we could not know on our own. 

 

Who are we? 

 We are those who respond to God’s revelation with faith. 
 

FAITH:  Both a gift of God and a human act by which the believer gives personal adherence to God who 

invites his response, and freely assents to the whole truth that God has revealed.  (Catechism Glossary) 
 

Mary as example of “obedience of faith.” 

 Dt 6:4:  “Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is our God, the LORD alone!” 

 Luke 11:28:  “Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.” 
 

Saint John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 

 Real (concrete) vs notional (abstract) || simple vs complex || illative sense. 
 

Faith is a free act—not contrary to human freedom. 

Faith is a reasonable act—not contrary to human reason. 

Faith is not blind—rather, it leads to sight. 

 Theology is “faith seeking understanding.”  (St. Anselm) 

Why do we need Faith? 

 Enables us to believe in God’s promises, persevere, and grow. 

 Ultimately, allows us to attain the gift of salvation. 

How do we have Faith? 

 Through spending time in prayer with God: 

 If we don’t take time to hear God… 

 …we will not be able to observe His Word. 
 

Saint André Bessette (1845-1937) 

“It is surprising that I am frequently asked for cures, but rarely for 

humility and the spirit of faith.  Yet they are so important…” 
 

Resources: 

Catechism of the Catholic Church (Nos. 26-184):  

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catechism/catechism-of-the-catholic-church  

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum (1965):  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-

verbum_en.html 

John Paul II.  On the Relationship between Faith and Reason, Fides et Ratio (1998) 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091998_fides-et-

ratio.html 

Sketch from my prayer journal. 
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