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5TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME | YEAR C                                        06 FEB 2022 
IS 6:1-2A, 3-8;  1 COR 15:1-11: LK 5:1-11 

 

 
Singer and songwriter Bob Dylan has been an icon in the music industry since the 
1960s, up to the present.  I read one time, that Dylan, though raised Jewish, 
converted to Christianity in 1978.  Reportedly, he once said, “Jesus tapped me on 
the shoulder and said, ‘Bob, why are you resisting me?’ I said, ‘I'm not resisting 
you!’ He said, ‘You gonna follow me?’  I said, ‘I've never thought about that 
before!’  He said, ‘When you're not following me, you're resisting me.’” 
 
I’m not sure where Dylan is in his faith journey now, but the point of what he said 
is still valid.  If we’re not following Jesus, we’re resisting Him.  Sometimes, we 
tend to resist, but we shouldn’t.  Each of today’s readings, in some way, addresses 
the universality of discipleship – of following Jesus – and not resisting. 
 
At the end of the first reading, which is about the call of the prophet Isaiah in the 
year 742 B.C., Isaiah says he heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send?  Who will go for us?”  And Isaiah’s response was “Here I am…send me.”  In 
the second reading from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, Paul talks about 
the kerygma – the core truths of our faith – the life, death and Resurrection of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  He mentions the faith and teachings he and the other 
apostles brought to those in the church at Corinth, as well as elsewhere, and he 
says, “…whether it be I or they, so we preach and so you believed.”  And then, in 
the Gospel, we hear the wonderful story about Jesus and the two fishing boats on 
the Lake of Gennesaret, more commonly known as the Sea of Galilee. 

 
There’s Peter and the other fisherman – exhausted from being out all night trying 
to catch fish – and Jesus comes up and tells them, “Put out into deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch.”  And what happens?  They’re inundated with fish.  
The nets are tearing from the weight of what they’ve caught.  And, more 
importantly, their hearts and souls were heavy with the witnessing of what had 
just happened.  Peter even tells the Lord, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man.”  Peter cannot reconcile his sinfulness with the majesty of God that’s 
evident in the person of Jesus Christ.  Much like what we sometimes feel, I 
suspect.  Our unworthiness maybe feels a bit overwhelming at times to us. 
 
But how did Jesus respond?  “Do not be afraid…” – the same words brought into 
our Christian consciousness again by Pope John Paul II shortly after his election 
as pope in 1978.  So, Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching men.”  And the closing verse of the Gospel tells us, “When they brought 
their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him.”  Complete trust 
and commitment.  Are we supposed to leave everything and follow Christ, too?  
Leave our lives as we’ve lived them?  Leave our families?  Leave all that’s familiar 
to us?  No.  We can – and should – however, leave our lives of sinfulness and 
weakness.  We can abandon what’s not good in our lives.  We can replace the 
negative with things that are positive. 
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Isaiah, St. Paul, and St. Peter and the others are unique in their basic experiences 
noted in each of the Scripture selections today.  Still, their uniqueness as 
individuals points to a commonality of experience – they were each called by the 
Lord to serve Him.  Each of us is a unique individual as well.  Probably most of us 
will get through this life and no one will ever write anything significant about us.  
But perhaps they could!  We are each called by the Lord to serve Him – no less 
than Isaiah, St. Paul, or St. Peter. 
 
Undoubtedly, we will never have to put ourselves out there to the extent that the 
prophet Isaiah did in his lifetime.  We probably don’t have the conversion story 
St. Paul does – though maybe some of you have one significant enough in its own 
right.  And – unless there’s a budding future pope sitting here among the young 
men, which there very well could be, none of the rest of us – except perhaps for 
Fr. Chad – is likely to become the leader of Christ’s Church, as Peter was.  But 
nevertheless – and in no less measure – we are each called by the Lord to serve 
Him in His Church and in the world.  What’s different with each of us is how we 
are called to serve. 
 
Even within our different vocations – the single life, married, clergy, religious, 
the laity – the way Christ calls us to serve Him can vary from how others in that 
same vocation serve.  Perhaps sometimes we get too caught up in the idea that we 
can’t really, actively serve Christ in our faith life because of our perceptions of 
how that’s all really supposed to look.  We kind of don’t see ourselves in whatever 
it is that’s conjured up by that notion of being a disciple of Jesus Christ.  We 
think, “That’s something someone else does, and God bless them for doing it – 
but it’s certainly not something that applies to me!”  Right? Wrong.  If Jesus 
Christ died for each one of us – and He did – then He just as surely calls each one 
of us to follow Him. 
 
Cardinal St. John Henry Newman, in speaking about God’s will and our calling, 
had typically eloquent words.  It’s similar to another quote from him that you 
may have heard before.  He said, “Everyone who breathes, high and low, 
educated and ignorant, young and old, man and woman, has a mission, has a 
work. We are not sent into this world for nothing; we are not born at random; we 
are not here, that we may go to bed at night, and get up in the morning, toil for 
our bread, eat and drink, laugh and joke, sin when we have a mind, and reform 
when we are tired of sinning, rear a family and die.” 
 
He said, “God sees every one of us; He creates every soul, for a purpose.  He 
needs, He deigns to need, every one of us.  He has an end for each of us; we are all 
equal in His sight, and we are placed in our different ranks and stations, not to 
get what we can out of them for ourselves, but to labor in them for Him.  As 
Christ has His work, we too have ours; as He rejoiced to do His work, we must 
rejoice in ours also.”  That is what the prophet Isaiah, St. Paul, and the disciples 
Jesus called all knew.  They understood they had been called, and that they each 
had a mission that was theirs alone to attend to. 
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As St. John Henry Newman noted, everyone has a mission.  God needs every one 
of us because He chooses to need us, out of His Divine love, and we each have our 
work to do for Him. 
 
In that same sense of discipleship then, we sometimes also need to look to the 
needs of Christ’s Church beyond what is familiar and comfortable for us.  We are 
each blessed abundantly, but differently, in our lives.  Whatever we can do to 
share those blessings with others, further enriches our lives, as well as the lives of 
others.  This, too, is a part of our discipleship in following Jesus, as we reach out 
to others – within the limits of our circumstances – in ways we may not even 
immediately recognize as part of our call. 
 
We are each called to count our blessings, and then share some.  Knowing that, 
let us continue to hear our own call from Jesus to come follow Him…and to do 
that work that is ours alone to do. 
  

† 
 


