
 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2019 
 
 
Dear Mary, Queen of Peace Family,  
 
Well, we are gearing up for the upcoming year here at the parish, the energy is high and we 
are excited. Part of our work includes contacting you about coming programs! 
 
Our files indicate that you may have a child eligible to receive the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Eucharist this coming year. All children who have been baptized Catholic 
and are 7 years of age or older are invited to prepare to receive their next Sacraments. 
 

This is a memorable time of your child’s life–and the memories you make during this preparation period 
will be cherished for a long time. 

We know that households and families take many shapes today. Therefore, 

If you are a single parent, we invite you and your child to attend together. 

If you’re a married couple, we invite both of you and your child to attend together. 

If one of you is not Catholic, we invite you both nonetheless, and we welcome the non-Catholic 
parent to participate in the process to come to learn more about what their child is preparing to 
celebrate. 

If you are Catholic but have not been active in parish life yourself lately, we welcome you! We have 
resources to help you get up to speed and help your child learn certain Catholic prayers and 
customs. 

If you are living in a separated or divorced situation, we invite you to decide whether both parents 
can be involved. One of the ways you might consider doing this is to connect the absent parent 
by way of the website which is one of our supports  for the process: GrowingUpCatholic.com.  

If there is another significant person involved in the raising of your child whom you feel would 
benefit your child to be involved, he or she is also welcome! 

Mary, Queen of Peace Parish offers a Family Friendly Model for Sacramental Preparation! Our 
preparation consists of a combination of 8 monthly parent/child large community gatherings and 6 
sessions for each Sacrament that are completed at home with parent and child learning together. Our 
first four gatherings this fall will focus on the Sacrament of Reconciliation and then the next four 
gatherings will focus on preparation for First Eucharist. The full schedule will be included in your 
registration packet. 
 
This Formation Model focuses on the family learning and growing in their faith together. 
Our goals are to support you as the most important influence in your child’s faith formation and to help 
you and your child learn all they can in a fun and engaging way about these important Sacraments. We 
want both your experience and your child’s experience to be memorable and enriching. Of course, this 
preparation is in addition to the regular Faith Formation that we assume you are providing for your 
child either in our faith formation program here at the church or at home. 
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I understand how crazy families’ schedules are these days, I am happy to tell you that the large group 
gatherings each month will be offered twice, once on a Sunday afternoon and once on a Tuesday 
evening.  That way your family can choose which schedule works best for you! 
 
Nothing can duplicate the energy and enthusiasm that is generated when families gather together to 
prepare their children for these important milestones. Our team will work hard to make these 
gatherings enjoyable, instructive and engaging. I think that your family will really enjoy this new model! 
 
The first gatherings begin in mid-September. We believe that it is vital that parents know what to 
expect and what is expected of them and their child. So, we hope that the enclosed information 
“Frequently asked questions about Sacramental Preparation” will be helpful in your consideration and 
discernment regarding your family’s participation in this year’s preparation process. 
 
If you would like to have your child prepare for these sacraments, I want to invite you to an important 

Parent Orientation meeting about Sacramental Preparation on Tuesday, September 10th at 6:30 pm 

in the Pope Room or again on Sunday, September 15 at 1pm in the Pope Room. At this meeting, we will 
get to know each other a little better and go over important information about the program. I will also 
distribute some great resources and talk about some ways to use them in preparing your child for 
celebrating these Sacraments. 
 
Our Registration deadline for this year is September 15th (our first session is scheduled for September 
24th so don’t delay)  
 
In addition, there is a $ 30 book/resource fee for each child. This covers materials for both the 
preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist.  
 
Once you have completed your registration form, you are welcome to submit them at the Parent 
meeting or you may submit them to the parish office by mail or dropping it off at the Parish Office–
attention Jennie. If you have any other questions or concerns, please call or email me. 
 
We hope we’ve covered all the bases here. The important thing for us is that you know we welcome 
you and we will give you all the resources needed to really prepare your child well for this turning point 
in his or her life. 

I look forward to working with your family in this upcoming year! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Jennie   
 
Jennie Caldwell  
 
Pastoral Assistant for Children and Family Evangelization 
Mary, Queen of Peace Parish  
(425) 391-1178  Ext: 116  

 


